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INTRODUCTION - _ I

For several years I have thought that I should write down a

few things about Dad and Mother and their life in the Sar Luis
Valley and their involvment with the Alamosa River area. Along
with that I began to think about other things. One thing that
T always knew was that Dad and his brothers and sister were
born in South Dakota. I began to wonder where their :parents
came from before that and why they were in South Dakota. That
led me down some interesting paths. Some of those paths were
not always the .right ones as we will see.

The search began in N.E. Iowa, where my Great Grandparents came
to from Germany. From there it led to N.W. lowa where my Grand
Father had been. ‘

In N.E. Iowa were found graves of family members, and in N.W.
Iowa, were found records of marriages, births etc. Here also
were found various records of people with the name of Bockhaus.
As vou will see later this was very confusing to me, as 1 assumed
things that later turned out to be false.

After talking to relatives in Kansas and being put in touch with
Lester Boshart in Nebraska, things began to sort themselves

out. I found that I shouldnot be looking at the name Bockhaus,
but instead should be looking at the name Backhaus. As you will
cee after reading this article, I made some rather confusing
searches.

As you read on, you will see dates etc. that do not always match
up. For instance the year of arrival from Germany is a little
confusing, but do not put much in this as a year or so either
way is really not that important at this time. You will see

two or three differant dates for my Grandparents marriage, and

T still do not know for sure which is right, but again it is not
that important for the sake of this article.

One thing that has come up.has been, did the folks arrive from
Germany and go thru Ellis Island My answer for that is no. All
information ¥s that they did arrive in New York, but at the time
of their arrival, either 1865 or 1866, they would have went
thru a place called Castle Garden. It has a rather interesting
nistory, including a fort in the war of 1812. It served as
immigration station for some 35 years from 1855 to 1890, and
saw some 8 million plus immigrants pass thru it. Ellis Island
opened Jan. 1, 1892 There was a temporary station used during
the time Castle Garden closed and Ellis Island opened. (Note,
thi¢ information came from the NW Iowa Genealogical Soc. news
letter of Oct. 1998)
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You will see some confusion about where the family came from
in Germany. In the articlethere are two differant towns listed,
and I am not sure which is correct. Alsoe I recently received
some information which lists Liepzig as the birth place of
Granddad's older brother. As this was not in the Hanmnover
Provence at that time, I doubt if that is where they came to
america from. Some of the family may have been born there and
later moved to another area.

I found it rather interesting that during WWZ2, Francis was in
the Third Armored Div. and they fought some of the last battles
of the war just a few miles from Leipzig.

The first three sections dezl with the family before Dad and
Mother came to Colorado.

Note = sorry for some mis spelled words. I changed typewriters
when I started this several years ago, and I have yet to teach

it to spell correctly. Some things I received from other sources
and I put them in as I received them, and I am not going to take
the blame for their spelling.

T have not determined when the spelling of the name was changed.
T wrote to the county court in Douglas Co. S. Dakota, and they
could find no record of it going thru court there. My guess is
that they just started spelling it with an O instead of an A.

T must assume that it was done before they left S. DPakota. It
would have been a pretty simple matter in those days, not like
it would be today.

Since the above was written, a little new information about the
speliing of the name has shown up. I believe that the Grand
parents probably began spelling the last name Bockhaus as soon
as they were married. Of course the name on the homestead would
have been with the old spelling, There is information now
available on births-“in S. Dakota before 1900. The only name that
so far shows up is Dad's brother Albert, and his name is listed
qg_Bogkhéus, and the parents listed the same. As far as I :
“know, all of their children were born Bockhaus. Why Dad and :
his older brother do not show up, I don't know. It might have —
something to do with it being a territory when they were born.

As to how accurate this- boock is, I am sure that it is not 100%.
The informationiaboutr Dad and Mother's early years in the Vallery,
I gathered most of it from old records that 1 found. The later
years, I got both from old records and from things a5 I remember
them. Therein might be a problem. I find that I don't always
remember things the same as others do. That leads me to think
that surely they are the ones that are wrong, but whan again
mavybe not.




INTRODUCTION - continued I1T

I believe for the most part the book is fairly accurate. I have
found some things that are not 100%, but believe for the purpose
of this informatiom, it is nothing worth worryimg about. I

have of course read and reread the book and must accept it as
pretty accurate.

ere are many things that are not in the book, but had to give
up as it was getting out of control. I never intended for it
to get nearly this big.

The following lines were from the NE Washingtom Genealogical Soc.
and pretty well sums up the frustation some must feel at times.

"T started out calmly, tracing my tree, to see if I could find
the makings of me. And all that I had was great-grandfather's
name, not knowing his wife or from where he came. 1 chased him
across a long line of states, and came up with pages and pages
of dates. When all were put together, it made me forlernm, it
proved poor great—grandpa had never been born One day I was sure
the truth I had found, determined to turn this whole thing up
side down. I looked up the record of our dear Uncle John,

then I found him younger than his son, obh .darn. Then when my
hopes were fast growing dim, I came across records that must
have been him. The facts I collected made me quite sad, dear
0ld great—-grandfather was never a dad. I think someone is
pulling my leg, I am not sure at all I wasn't hatched from an
egg. After hundreds of dollers I've spent on my tree, I can't
help but wonder if I'm really me." (written by Joy Ross)

As I bring this effort to a close, I hope you enjoy reading
it, and it brings back memories to those of us that lived
some of it and for those of yvyou that are new to some of the
information, I hope you learn things that you didn!t know.

Note, In the back of the book there is an indeXx. It is by no
means complete, but might be of some help. You will notice
that most of the names refer back to the first three sections,
from there on more of it refers to locations etc.

One Last thing before this goes to be primnted, for whatever it
is worth, I would like to dedicate this effort to the memory
of Louis and Emma Bockhaus. May they never be forgotten




PART ONE - THE IOWA CONNECTION

Thru various sources I had learned that my grandparents had
come over from Germany to the small town of Dorchester, Iowa,
around the end of the c¢ivil war. With that in mind Mavis and
I went to Dorchester in Sept. of 1994, When we arrived there,
we were taken at the beauty of the area, and also found that
the town probably hadn't changed much over the years. The
first thing we saw coming into town was the Methodist Church,
but could find no one around there, so went to the Post Office,
and asked if they had ever heard of the name Bockhaus. To

our surprise they had and began to think back. They said they
believed that the ones left there had all died some years back.
We were directed to the Methodist Cemetary, where we found the
graves of Henry and Dorothea Backhais, who were my Greatgrand
parents. Beside them were the graves of Fred Bockhous and his
wife Frieda. Fred is a son of Henry and a brother of my
grandfather. Beside them are the graves of their three sons,
Frederick, Milton, and Ervin. We found out that none of the
boys ever married. There was a girl named Nettie who was
married to Earl Weber, and she is buried at Decoroh, Iowa.

They did not have any children.

At this point I will explain the differant spelling of the last
name. I had always been led to believe that the name had been
changed from Backhaus to Bockhaus. As you will notice there

was also a change to Bockhous. A far as I can tell Fred and

his family are the only one that used this spelling. Later

in the family history you will see one other spelling. You

will also notice that not all of the family changed the spelling.

After leaving Dorchester, we continued on across the state to
LeMars, where it was my understanding my grandfather had gone
later. We looked up cemetary records, marriage and bitkh records
and found several recordings, including the marriage of my
grandparents. We also found several recordings of births, etc.
of the name Bockhaws, but at that time could not connect them.
One name stood out, and that was a birth to ajman named Adolph
Pulitz, and a woman named Catherina Bockhaus, who later we
found out was my grandfathers sister and her husband. It turn-
ed he was the Methodist Minister who performed the marriage

of my grandparents. :

Thru several letters, etc., we found three Bockhaus names that

I decided must be related to my grandfather. There is a Henry
Bockhaus, who is buried at Hull, Iowa, a Frank Bockhaus who

died at Merrill, Iowa, in 1906. There is also a George Bockhaus
that I have no information on. I do know that Henry and

Frank were brothers, so I thought Henry was probably Henry Jr.,
but as you will see later they are not connected, at least as
far as I can tell, to my grandparents. I plan on looking into
this later, and if new information shows. up,it will be added.
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PART ORE - continued

To further find out more about the Bockhaus family in Iowa
and to find out if more family had come over from Germany:
I had the church records in LeMars searched and found that
the Methodist church there does not have any of the 0ld records.
I also wrote to the Methodist church in Dorchester and received
avery nice letter from a lady by the name of Edna Kumph, who
lives across the state line in Eitzen, Minn. It seems that
the church in Dorchester had been closed because there were
not enough people attending anymore to maintain it. (this was
in June of 19%93) The church was purchased by a private party
and is now being maintained. During the title search they
found that the land it sits on was sold by Henry and Dorothea
Backhaus in 1875. A copy of the title is included in this
writeup. She also enclosed a picture of Nettie Bockhous's
husband with his second wife, who at this date I believe is
still living, although in rather poor health. Earl Weber,
(Nettie's husband) I believe died in 1985. Earl donated 12
oak pews to the church in Dorchester in Nettie's name. Do not
know the date of this. Edna also told me that her husband
Walter Kumph was friends with Fred Bockhous's family and was
pallbearer at Frieda's funeral, and also at all 3 boys funerals.
Edna said that she used to always call Frieda Grandma Bockhaus.
I have seen this in other papers also, but cannot recall where.

This is just a brief summary of the tracking of the early family
history that was done just to get me up to date with the past.
At one time all of this and more was known by the family in
Kansas, but all of the older ones are gone, and I am so far out
of touch with the ones that are left, that we had to make a trip
back there this spring just to get to know them again. By living
so far away from Kansas, and not keeping in touch we have missed
ocout on family get togethers etc.
Later in this writeup I will go into more detail about the
family in Kansas, and how they cameto be in Kansas. I will also
give a brief history of Dad's brothers and sister, who for any-
one that remembers her, will remember her as guite an unforget-
able lady.




PART ONE - continued

In May of this year (1995) we were in Kansas for the first time
in many years and asked many questions about the family history.
During the course of conversation with Wilburt Penner, he told
of a second cousin by the name of Lester Boshart who lives in
Oneil, Nebraska. I contacted him and he sent a packet of in-
formation about the family. I am including this information

in this writeup, but will also make a summary of it.

My Greatgrandfather, Henry, was born in Germany in 1818, My
greatgrandmother, Dorothea Harms, was also born in Germany in
- 1820. {I do not know the date of their marriage) They lived
in the small village of Barum, in the Hanover Province, where
all of their children were born. They had 6 children, 3 boys,
and 3 girls. They were, Dora, born in 1843, Henry, born in
1847, Catherina, born in 1850, Mary, born in 1855, Fred, born
in 1857, and William, born in 1860. As you will notice the
name Henry appears, but is a:differant one then the one I traced
ecarlier. Willdsm who was usually listed as William H. was my
Grandfather, and Henry was Lester Boshart's Grandfather,

In 1863 the two oldest children were sent to America to see if
they could earn enough money to bring the rest of the family
over. They were unable to earn enough money, so the family in

Germany borrowed the money from a tailor by the name of Schneider

and came over with him. They arrived in New York in July of
1865. From there they went by train to Dorchester, Iowa, where
they settled. By this time the oldest son Henry, who had been
in this country two years, and was now 18, enlisted in Bhevarmy.
He and his older sister had located near Madison, Wisconsin,

and he joined Co. H 51st Regiment of the Wisconsin Infantary.

Catherina married Adolph Dulitz when she was 17. Adolph later
became a German Methodist minister, and although the information
does not show it, he was minister in LeMars, Iowa during the
period of 1883-1885. The birth records show a son born to

them in LeMars in 1883, and he performed the marriage of my
Grandparents in 1885. William H moved to LeMars, 1 assume
around this time, and would assume that he went to that town
because of his sister. He worked at a hardware store there,

as far as I know. He also met his future wife there.

William H. married Emilie Falk according to the records:im LeMars
in Dec. of 1885. The history of his new wife can best be

told by a writeup done by their daughter Frances, and it is
included in this writeup. The date of their marriage does not
correspond, so I will stay with the record of their marriage ;
from the courthouse in LeMars. ]

gy

Note -~ Some information on this page and th? following page;ﬁ
cleared up in later information in this section. As for theg

of Wm. & Emilie's marriage, there are conflicting dates, so j
not know for sure when they were married. £
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T ONE - continued

Wm. and Emilie went to South

omesteaded 160 acres. I would
rt of 1886, but

-tly after their marriage,
>ta, where I assune they h
sk that it would have been in the early pa

not know this for sure.

y located approX. nine miles west of Parkston, in Douglas

inty. The location is the N.E. 1/4 of Section # 2 Township
Range 62 W. All of their children were born there, as told
Aunt Frances's story. I remember dad telling about one of

gyoungerbrothersaskinghim where he was born, and of course
said South Dakota. His brother said, no you weren't, you

-e born in Dakota Territory, I was born in Scouth Dakota.
course this didn't set too well with dad, but he had to

mit his brother was right.

ng that Geerge and Bertha Baum settled just
, the south of Wm. and Bmilie.(Bertha was Emilie's sister.)
do not know if it joined theix place or not, put would think
at maybe it did, as they stayed close all thru the years.

1 of the tough South Dakota winters
th looking for some other place to
+ttle. He went to New Mexico, and while there he was told of
~me property in Kansas that might be for sale. He went there o
id found two places near Halstead. One was about nine miles B
-om town, the other was about three miles from town. There
as not much to decide there as Grandmother had told him befcre
s left, he had better not find another place nine miles from
ywn. He bought the place close to town, and that became the
ome place in Kansas. He sold the place in South Dakota for
-4000.00 and bought the place in Kansas for the same amount.
have only been to the area in South Dakota a couple of times,

ut I would say he made a good trade.

is my understandi

1903 Granddad had had al
could take, and went sou

he Baum's also moved to Halstead, but do not have any information

bout them.

‘he story of the move is also told in the write up from Aunt
‘rances. The information about the price of the property is
‘rom my cousin Art BockHaus. He still has a COPY of the bill
5f sale from South Dakota, and also a copy of the deed to the

some place in Halstead.

flote - Since the above was written I have other information that

T will insert here. Granddad actually homesteaded the land in SD
in 1881, at which time he built a small house on the property, but
decided that he would rather live in town and work in the hard-
ware store. After his marxiage he moved back to the homestead.
George Baum homesteaded south of them and met Emilie's sister

there, and married her.




PART ONE - continued - 1996 update

This page is some information that I have received since 199%4 &
1995, when this part of the book was first written.

Mavis & I made a second trip to Dorchester this year, and have
some more information, some a little differant, and some that
Just adds to what is already written.

First of all, in the past I had seen some informatiotabout the

trip from Germany, but did not know who the person was that had
written it, so was not sure of the accuracy. The information

was furnished to Frances Penner in 1975 by Anna Anderson of Decorah,
Towa. There was not much of it and I had no idea who Anna was.

I now have the complete letter and know who Anna was. She states
that the Bockhaus and Dehning families came over together in 1866.
This makes the 2 dates a year apart, so do not know for sure

which is right, but does not make that much differance. She also
states that they came from Dirsbuttel, Germany, instead of Barum.
Lester Boshart said that he believes this could be correct, and
that our Greatgrandmother was the one that was from Barum. As

for the behning family, I believe that is probably correct infor-
mation. While we were in Dorchester, we stopped at the Methodist !
church, or what used to be the church, and talked to the man that

now owns the building, and he put us in contact with one of the
Dehnings that still lives there, and he took us all arounf the

area. He showed us where the Bockhaus family had lived, and

also the Dehning farms. He was very familiar with the family,

and they had farmed side by side for close to 100 vears, at which N
time the last Bockhaus passed away, and the place was sold. I ‘
asked who Anna Anderson was, and he said that it was his Aunt.

She was a grandaughter of the Dehnings that came over from ;
Germany. Dehnings alsetook us out to visit with Alvin and N
Mildred Mohwinkle. Alvin's Aunt was married to Fred Bockhaus. !
He had a few pictures of the Bockhaus family from years ago.

We spent a very interesting day in Dorchester, and met some very

nice people. Very friendly, very laid back for want of a better

word. It is a very differant life there than I am used to. I

asked if there was any law officers in town, and the answer

was, no but a deputy comesby once in awhile £xem the next town.

When we arrived back at Dehnings farm, Mavis happened to loock

towards the house, and was shocked to find they had not even i
shut the door. Must not be a very high crime area. §

As for things we learned, I will start with the church.

The last service was held in the church June 27, 1993. The
property was sold, and we met the man that owns it teday. I
failed to write down his name, but the building is in good
hands. He was planning on living there, but found a house in
town that suited him better, so the church is only used for
storage at present. The Methodists started holding church

in Dorchester in 1858 at various places. During the years

of 1874-1875 the present building was built and dedicated on
August 28, 1875. Services were held in the Dorchester community
for 135 years until this church was closed. 5



PARTVONE - continued

The building that is there today was built on Bockhaus land.
Inside the church are some really nice oak pews that were given
to the church in memory of Nettie Weber, by her husband. They
are reaily beautiful, and at present noone knows what will happen
to them.

As for the Bockhaus family in Dorchester, I found that all you
have to do is tell anyone there that you are a Bockhaus, and
you are already known. The home place there was almost right
in town. The house is long gone, and the county has a yard
there,right along the road into town., The areaisvery hilly
and the property starts in town, (where the church sits) and
follows up a little valley until you get on top of the hill.
There the area opens up into pretty large fields. There the
"Bockhaus & Dehning land joins. The Dehnings lived on top of
the hill, in fact some of them still do. '

Henry Bockhaus died in 1875, and as his son Fred was then 18,

I assume that he took over. After his death his sons continued
farming there until the last one passed away in 1962. The
oldest boy was .also named Fred, and everyone called him Freddie,
Freddie farmed on another place by himself, while the other 2
boys stayed on the home place. Freddie was planning on getting
married when he had a heart attack. '

According to Dehning, Nettie had a pretty rough life until she
married. The old house had been destroyed by fire and the boys
built another one, but it was not very suitable for all of them
to live in, and it made it pretty rough on Nettie. After she
married Earl Weber, her life changed for the better fast. Every-
one says that he was a really nice person and he thought the
world of Nettie. According to the Dehnings, Earl & Nettie spent

a lot of time doing thingsfor other people. I talked to the
secratary at the Methodist church in Decorah, when we were looking
for Netties grave, and she said the same thing about Earl.

Erwin was the last boy to farm the home place, and he is really
not hard to find out about. Seems that he and his brother Milton
were well known around the area. Don't know if that is good or
bad. Erwin was a ww2 vet, and he had been shot up pretty bad
during the war. .

I -had assumed that we would make this one last trip to Dorchester
but after being there this time, I found that I am very atbracktéd
to both the people and the area. It is some very pretty country.
So who knows, maybe we will be thru there again.
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PART ONE - contihued

The following pages, (eleven) were furnished to me by Lester
Boshart. As you will notice at the top of the pages, some of
the information was furnished to him by others. Lester has
done a lot of research into the Backhaus family, and I am very
grateful for the information that he has given me, and also for
getting me on the right track. If it wasn't for him, there

is no telling what direction I would have went. As we already
know the family name was Backhaus, and as you will notice Wm.
carried that spelliing when he homesteaded the property in South
Dakota.

Below is a photo of Lester taken in Sept. of 1998, when Mavis & T
stopped by his place for a brief visit. He lives on a cattle
ranch north of O'Neil, Nebr. At the time of our visit he stated
that he had pretty Well turned most of the ranch over to his
nephew, who lives close by.

{(Lester's grandfather Henry was Wm.Bockhaus brother)

Note - there is other informationm in this first section that I
have received from Lester also. He has been a great help with
any information that he has available. I must thank Wilbert
Penner for putting me in touch with Lester.
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1474 48th Avenuc
. Columbus, NE 68601 :
USFE FULL GIVEN NAME BEFORE MARRIAGE
WESCENDANT GREAT GRANDFATHER SPOUSE  GREAT GRANDMOTHER
FHLI, NAME! _ BENRY BACKHAUS FULL NAME! _ DOROTHEA HARMS
CHILD OF: . . CHILD OF:
HATE OF BIRTH: 1R1R NATE OF BIRTIE: 1820
FLACE OF BIRTH! _ HANOVER GERMANY PLACE OF BIRTH: _ HANOVER GERMANY
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rLACE OF BURIAL! __DORCHESTER IOWA: PLACE OF BURIAL: _DORCHESTER 10WaA
PATE AND PLACE MARRIED: BARUM _GERMANY:
. #H1LDREN , )
— BIRTI DEA™!
SEX} NAME 1IN ! DATE, C0,, CITY. STATE % SPOUSE - iNATE 1DA
- ! DORA + 1843 HANOVER BARU ' 1CK T &%67i'
#1__ HENRY  FEB 14 1847 BARUM GER AUGUSTA’ LAABS 3 1875 3118
i P DCRA’_BUCKENDAHL ; 1888 ;
Fi CATHERINE 1 AUG 20 T850 BARUM GER ADOLPH DULITZ 1867 ;19
F.: _MARY - " JAN 3 1855 BARUM GER FRED BUBLITZ 11863 119,
M. FRED : 1857 BARUM GER FREDA MOHWINKEL $1900 :19:
Mi 1 AUG 31 1860 RARUM GER

JEY FRp S S A el bl R el st Al

o o [t i | o
ot e -

INTERESTING FACTS

fravious marti#ages, education, military service, travels, church, hobbies, ot

HENRY AND DORCOTHEA' WERE BORN IN GERMANY AND WERE MARRIED TEERE. LIVED Il
BARUM GERMANY WHERE ALL THEIR CHILDREN WERE BORN. IN 1863 THEY SENT THEIR 2
OLDEST CHILDREN TO AMERICA TO EARN MONEY FOR THE REST OF THE FAMILY TO COMT
OVER ON. UNABLE TO EARN THE MONEY: IN 1865 THEY BORROWED THE MONEY FROM A :
TAYLOR BY THE NAME OF SCHNEIDER AND CAME OVER WITH HIM. THEY ARRIVED IN NEW

YORK IN JULY 1865, FRCM THERE THEY CAME 10 I0WA BY TRAIN AN SETTLED AT DOR=-—
CHESTER. DORCHESTEK 1S CLOSE TO THE M1SSISSIPPI RIVER AND LOOKS MUCH LIKE ﬁ
GERMANY WHERE THEY CAME FROM. A LOT OF RERMANS SETTLED THERE, ANCTHER FAMI
BY THE NAMF BACKHAUS LIVE CLOSE TO THERE RUT CCULD NOT FINE OUT HOW THEY AR
RELATED, ‘ ' :



NAME OF RESEARCHER: o Please return to

DATE: Lester Boshart
HC 85 Box 19
O'Neill, NE 68762

USE FULL GIVEN NAME BEFORE MARRIAGE

DESCENDANT SPOUSE

FULL NAME:__ Dora Ba;kh aus FULL NAME: QOtto_ Ehrick
CHILD OF:_Henry & Dorothes Backbaus _ CHILD OF:
DATE OF BIRTH: 1843 DATE OF BIRTH:
PLAGE OF BIRTH: Hanover Germany PLACE OF BIRTH:
DATE OF DEATH: - DATE OF DEATH:
PLACE OF BURIAL: PLACE OF BURIAL:
DATE AND PLACE MARRIED: _ 1867
CHILDREN
, BIRTH MARRIED DEATH
- SEX NAME IN FULL DATE: CITY STATE SPOUSE DATE : DATE

aw ww 4w

ok % mu AR &k e aw

*w aw avw

% ww en % 23 2% % sn [ww

% 33 RS M6 a% % e R 83 an|ew
% 8% A% &% 4% S5 se wa (kS AN |Be

a8 T4 BB ww
*% we ss 2B

» we

INTERESTING FACTS AND PHOTOS
- Previous marriagee, educatiom, Military service, travels, church, hobbies, eftec,

I CAN NOT FINE NOTHING ON DORA
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DESCENDANT GRANDFATHER SPOUSE GRANDMOTHER

FULL NAME:__Henry Backhaus FULL NAME:_ Augusta Caroline Laabg -

CHILD OF:_Martin Dorothen Luedtke Laab
CHILD OF:Henry & Kate Harms Backhaus DATE OF BIRTH: Oct 3-1852 ‘

: PLACE OF BIRTH: Germany
DATE OF BIRTH: Feb 14~1847 DATE OF DEATH: Aug 18-1885
PLACE OF BURIAL:Independence low o
PLACE OF BIRTH:_ Hanover Germany FULL NAME:Anna Dora Buckendabl :
: CHILD OF:William & Dora Buckendahl . _ :
DATE OF DEATHE: March 17-1916 DATE OF BIRTH:June 191862
PLACE OF BURIAL:Atkinson Nebraska DATE OF DEATH: Sept 28— 1947

PLAGCE OF BURIAL:Atkinson Nebraskas -

DATE AND PLACE MARRLED:Febr 19-1875 at Silver Greek Ridge,lowa Allamakee,Cou

Date AND PLACE MARRIED:July 12-1888 at O'Neill,Nebragka Holt County

CHILDREN OF HENRY AND AUGUSTA BACKHAUS - i
| BIRTH | DE

SEX: NAME IN FULL ¢t DATE CITY STATE 3 SPOUSE _nie: DADE:DAT
F_:Marie Lydia T 23-2h«18/6 Dorchester lowa iArchibald MCKath8-18-~:6-.
m_ :George Willjam :G-15-1878 Dorchester lova :.never maerried :_ 4=-20-
M _:Heinrick Arthur :8-18-1880 Dorchester Iowa :Elizabeth Thomazin 6-15(7

CHILDREN OF HENRY AND DORA ;

BIRTH DES *
EX: ~ : DATE CiTY STATE : SPOUSE :_DATE @ DAT
M :William 17-13-1888 Atkinson Nebr: Millie Bliss : 1-17=1¢
M_:Frank " :2-7-1890 _Atkinson Nebr: Eva Bradshaw : 7-298-1¢
M :Lewis :8-79-1893 Atkinson Nebr: Rose Vrooman : 6-9-19b,
F_:Cora __ :1-3-1806 Atkinson Nebr: George Thomson : 1048~-1¢/
F :Pearl :9.10-1965 Atkinson Rebr: lvan Winterstean : 3-7-15¢
F _:Minnie :10-30~-1900Atkingson Nebr: Edward Boshart 3 2-26=1%
M :Leroy ;72-5-1805 Atkinson Nebr: Mildred Olson :

1-10-17

Hen.ry was born Hanover,Germany in a small town by the name of Barum, Wheu
he was 16 his parents sent him and his oldest sister to America to earn mone;]
50 the rest of the family could come over, Thy located near Madison,Wisconsii:
On March 27,1865, then being eighteen of age he enlisted in CO,H Fifty-First
Regiment of Wisconsin Infantry. Unable to raise money here the family borrowe.
the money from a taylor by the name of Schneider who was comeing to this ecou
and came along with him, They arrived in New York in July 1865, At Dorcheste.
in 1875 he married Augusta Caroline Laabs, They had three children named Mar:
Lydia,George William & Heinrick Arthur, She died Aug 1885 at Independence,lov
and i buried there, In 1886 Henry and his three children moved by train to .
Atkinson Nebraska, Some time later Henrys sister and'my grandmother Dora Buec.
endahl came to Atkinson. Dora homesteaded on some land south of Atkinson, In|
1888 Henry and Dora were married., They had seven children, William,Frank,Lew |
Cora,Pearl,Minnie and Leroy., All have passed away.

Henry passed away in the Veterans Hospital at Hot Springs , South Daketa in
Dora passed away Sept. 28, 1947, Both are buried at Atkinson , Nebraska,.
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NAME OF RESEARCHER: WESLEY DULITZ . Please-return to:

DATE: DEC 1991 Marjorie McKathnie
1474 48th Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601

b —

USE FULL GIVEN NAME BEFORE MABRIAGE

DESCENDANT SPOUSE 7

FULL NAME: CATHERINE BACKHAUS FULL NAME: ADOLPH DULITZ

CHILD OF: HENRY & DORCTHEA- BACKHAUS CHILD OF: _FREDERICKA HART

DATE OF BIRTH: _AUG 20, 1850 DATE OF BIRTH: | 838

PLACE OF BIRTH: _  HANOVER GERMANY PLACE OF BIRTH:' BRANDENBURGEAST PRUSSIA
DATE OF DEATIH: - JUNE 6, 1932 DATE OF DEATH: MARCH 1, 1920

PLACE OF BURIAL: MASON CITY, ICWA PLACE OF BURIAL: _MASON CITY, IOWA

DATE AND PLACE MARRIED: DEC 17, 1867

H
- IO
[
s

CHILDREN
- o ... plgTH ‘ DEATH
SEX S NAME_IN FULL ! DATE, £€0., CITY, STATE . SPOUSE ' +DATE I DATE
M+ WILLIAM 1 1869 : L v 2w 110907
F LYD IA: ' 1876 Lt KUPPINGER ! 11063
F FRANCIS { 1880 ! JAMES MUNSOR ! 11975
M EDWARD ; 1883 H : 1192C
M FRANK - + 1887 REDFIELD,DAKOTA TERR, LOUISE ROEHRICH: 1918:1976
F Helen . : :
B GEORGE . v 1891 : H

R e Y S e e L LR N L T
CE Py R S L R L A L

e R N A LA T

: INTERESTING FACTS
Previous marrlages, education, military service, travels, church, hobbies, atec.

Catherine came to this country when she was 15 years old with her parents and
femily. Her oldest sister and brother were sent over ahead of them to earn
money for fare over But was unable to do. Ihe son enlisted in a Wisconsin reg:
ment and was no hHelp. There was a tailor by the name of Schmeidar who was gol.
to this country and borrow them the money to come along. They arrived im New
in July 1865, When they landed in New York she saw a row of sick children lay
there waiting to be moved., Lhey went to the next exit of the station, A famil
with many small children was ahead of them. Suddenly the mother fell over dea
That was not a very good luck at America before they set there foot on the so0
They came to Dorchester with debts to pay for their fare, On Dec, 17, 1867 sh
Wwas married to Adolf Dulitz, She still owed a toilor $50,00 for her passage t
America, but worked im the fields to earn money to repay that debt, In 1873 b
husband became a minister of the German Methodist Church and they made there
home in southern Minmn, im the vicinity of the famous Imdian Massacre amnd duri
the 7 year grasshopper plague im that part of the country. Im 1886 .they were
transferred to Dakota Territory liveing at Redfield, Afrer this the family
moved to Iowa until Rev. Dulitz retired., In.1910 they £b Webster and in 1917.
celebrated their golden wedding,.

12
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CATHERINE BACKHAUS DULITZ

"ADOLPH DULITZ




NAME OF RESEARCHER: Lester Boshart e Plesse return to!
NATE: N Marjorie McKathnie
: 1474 483th Avenuo
. Colembus, NE 58601

USE FULL GIVEN NAME BEFORE MARRIAGE

DESCENDANT Great Aunt SPOUSE Great Uncle

FULL NAME! Mary Backhaus FULL NAME: Fredrick Bublitz

CHILD OF: Henry & BorotheaBackhaus CHILD OF! Peter & Mary Resinke Bublitz
DATFE OF BIRTH: Jan 3 1855 DATE OF BIRTYH: March 8 1830

PLACE OF BIRTH: Barum, Hanover Germany'PLAcE OF BIRTH: Friebus Pomern Germany
DATE OF DEATH: Nov 13 1941 DATE OF BRATH: Feb 20 T917

PILACE OF BURIAL: Pasadena ,California PLACE OF BURIAL: French Creek Ridge Ceme
! , Lansing lLowa

NATE ARD PLACE MARRIED: March 8, 1893 at French Creek lowa

Mary age 38 '  Fredrick age .04
CHILDREN s '
_ : . . BIRTH o BEATH
SEX. NAME "IN FULL DATE, CO,, CITY, STATE \DATE DATE

__SPOUSE

HG CHILDREN

e ot forvor [ [ (o
¥
Hen jove [ww (oo [ea |me

2w jowwrilnaloe |t o jemom lac [0 (na [=s
U NG U Py S WG Y NS S W P PR M
e lon [ne ey o oo joe oo v oo e (o fe-

oo fmro (o0 e lea fo-
Ca R LS PR AR PR

INTERESTING FACTS
Prnvious marriages; education, milltary service, travels, church, hobbies, etc.

Mary came to America with her parents from Germany when she was 10 years
old, She moved to Cali i D b £ 1913

This ig Marys niece
Marie Lydia Backhaus
Medathnie or Enma

This picture was
tzken in California Mary

Mary 3&LK&§%§ Bubl
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w1 RESEARCHER: _ __Lester Roshart Piease return to:
Aty Jan 1993 o N Marjorie McKathni=-
- 1474 48th Avenun
. Columbusg, NE 6RO

- UJSE FULL GIVEN NAME BEFORE MARRIAGE

SUECENDANT SPOUSE
PHEE ONAME! Fred Backhaus FULL NAME! Freds Mohwinkel e
t3#11 D 0F ‘Henry&Dorothea(harms YBackhaus = CHILD OF 'Jurgen&Dorothea{Qi tzman IMohwinke]
A5 fF OF BIRTH: Qct 12, 1857 BATE OF BIRTH: Dec 11, 1877 =
PACE OF RIRTH! Barum,Hanover Germany PLACE OF BIRTH: : o
SATE OF BEATH: Jaw 15, 1925 DATE OF DEATH: Oct 28, 1946 -
stALE 0F BURIAL: Dorchester Iowa PLACE OF BURIAL: Dorchester Jowas
saiE AND PLACE MARRIEND: _Nov 8, 1900
LA ELBREN A :
, BIRTH | , DEATH
TXY  NAME _IN FULL i DATE, CUO,, CITY, STATE i SPOUSE - IDATE IDATE
M- _ Frederick 1902 Dorchester ., -lowa : i 1950
M .. Milton 1906 - Dorchester , lowa ; 1961
M Ervin 1914 --Dorehester Jowa— LaZis

- e o fmw

|
{

R R e TR L BT
P A e T T PR L T R R o

PR S,

b

4 INTERESTING FACTS
“:aviows marriages, education, military servlce, travels, church, hobbies, ntc.

Fred came to this country when he was 7 years old with his family. They came
by train to Dorchester lowa., He spent his entire life liveing around Borchestel
On Nov 8 1900 he married Freda Mohwinkel and had four childen, Nettie was the
only one to marry and they bad no children,.. Fred changed the spelling of his
last name to spell Bockhous,. WE visited with Alvinm Mobwinkel who is a nephew of
Freda and he took us to the cemetry,yhgfe they are all buried at the Methodist

cemetry at Dorchester., Both sets of my Grandparents are buried there to . The
Backhbaus and the Buckendahl familys '

15
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NAME OF RESEARCHER: _ WILBERT PENNER » Please . return to:
DATE: _ayc 26 1991 Marjorie McKathnie
: . 1474 48th Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601:‘

USE FULL GIVEN NAME BEFORE MARRIAGE

DESCENDANT | ' SPOUSE

FULL NAME: WILLIAM HENRY RACKHAUS FULL NAME: ;
CHILD OF:HENRY-DORATHEA:HARMS Backuaus CHILD OFgg -
BATE OF BIRTH:™ __aug 31 1860 DATE OF BIRTH:

PLACE OF BIRTH: _ HANOVER CGERMANY _ PLACE OF BIRTH:RHUNCW~POMMERANIA GEBRMA
BATE OF DEATH: 1937 2 DATE OF DEATH: _ -

: APRiL 1928 =~ = 00
PLACE OF BURIAL® ___pA7 STEAD KANSAS LACE OF BURIALY _ HALSTEAD _ KANSAS _

DATE AND PLACE MARRIED:
CHILDREN
' BIRTH : DEAT
SEX. NAME IN FULL  DATE, CO,, CITY, STATE . SPOUSE DATE DAT
M ! WILLIAM ERNST 16/29/1886 Rarkston 8.D; NONE : WAV
M_! LOUIS RENJAMIN i1 H % STEIN ; Del7
M i ALBERT HENRY 111/4/1890  PARKSTON S.Dy BONNIE WERTENBERG! 134
M_: BENJAMIN R 12/13/1863  PARKSTON S,Di LENA WYSS : 15731
_¥_i FRANCES EMMA 12/3/1898 _PARKSTON S,.D; HENRY. .J. PENNER ! ' ﬁﬁ1
v+ WALTER GEORGE - 11/95/1901 PARKSTON _S.D; MARIE WILE : Lot
. _ : Y2

]
J S O ST AN

- for o oo fm o b

INTERESTING FACTS

Previous marriages, education, military service, travels, church, hobbies, etcé
William came to this country when he was 5 years old with his family. They 1li.

around Dorchester lowa., He homesteaded 9 miles west of Parkston South Dakota .
and worked in & hardware store, Om November 15, 1885 be married Emilie Falk t|
his brother inlaw the Rev Adolph Dulitz, Not likeing the cold in South Dakotz
they sold their farm and moved to Halstead Kansas inm March 1903,

17
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Above - Looking toward the town of Dorchester, Picture
is taken from the west side of the Church. Land to the
right of the picture was at one time Bockhaus property.

Below - The Post Office in Dorchester
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Above - Picture taken from across the creek loocking at the
church. Dorchester lays to the left of the picture. The
valley in the center of the picture was Bockhaus land. The
house used to be in the area where the county gravel pile is.

Below - This picture shows the Bockhaus land on top of the
ridge above town. The ridge in the background was considered

t+he end of Bockhaus land.




Above - More of the land on top of the ridge. Am not sure
if it was Bockhaus or Dehning land, as they joined together.

Below - Looking at Dehning property and house. Still in
the family after 130 years.
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Photo above shows the entrance to the Methodist cemetary
at Dorchester, Iowa

Below - in the foreground are the Bockhaus graves at Dor-
chester. The large one on the left is Henry & Dorothea,
next to them are the graves of Fred, and his wife Frieda,
and the 3 smaller stones are Fred, Milton, and Erwin.




Grave of Henry Backhaus Dorchester, Iowa

Photos taken Sept. 1994

Grave of Fred and Frieda Bockhous - Son and
daughter in law of Henry Backhaus




rieda

Towa

1994

Dorchester,
Sept.

raves or the three sons ol Fred & ¥

chkhous

&
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Deaths ot

Fredd:e

IN MEMORY QF
Frederick H. ..JUCJ.LhOU.S

DATE GF.BIRTH
January 19, 1602

DATE OF BEATH
June 25, 1850
DATE AND HOUR OF SZRVICES
Thursday, June 20, 1850
* -
EE;LD AT
p. m. .Ercm Funsral Eame
b. m. at Methodisi Church
(Derchester, Iowa)

L3 b

. CLERGYMAN
’ Eclwqrd Meyer

- PLACE oF INTERMENT
M..E. Cemetery, Dorchestes

Mactin Funera; Service

Ervin

133 MEMORY OF
Zrvin W. Bockhaus

DATE OF BIRTH
December 1-‘- 1914

DATE GF DEATH H X’

February 18, 1962

DATE OF SERVICE
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 1852

HELD AT
Fo: O p m. at St. John's
’vf th t Chureh, Dorchesier
CLERCYMAN
Rev. Milton Beeman
PLACE OF INTERMENT
Dorchester dlethodist Cemetery

TR ———

Fred Bocﬁha,_us’ Child ren

_Milfon

IN MEMORY OF i
Milton A. Eockhaus

DSTE OF BIRTE
Oct. 18, 1908 P \, =
DATE OF DEATH 6-’
.m_;:e 28, 1961
DATE OF SERVICE
Saturday, July 1, 1961
: HELD AT
¢ Dorchkester Methodist Chureh
2:50 poom,

CLERCYMAN
Rev. Miltor Becrman

PLACE OF INTERMENT
Dorcneste; Meﬂ:cdvsL

Cematery
ALLEEARERS
tan L"‘:‘Je Donald Dehaing

Altan Kemph

r Kumph
Clarenee Schulte

lay Mehr

B,

Martin Funeral Home

_Milton Bockhaus
Rites Saturdaquw(

Rites will be held at Dorchester_
|Methodist chureh at 2 o'cloek
iSaturday afternoon, July 1, for,
lelton A, Bockhaus, wheo died at’
"his Waterloo townshxp home Mon-
day.

He was a son of ¥Fred and Frie-
da Mohwinkle Bockhaus, and a
mermber of Dorchester Methodist
church. A brother and a sister
who remain are Irvin Bockhaus
of Dorchester and Mrs. Earl Weh-
er. Decorah. [

Bockhaus, who was 55, was'
found dead in a cornfield by his
brother, Irvin. Sheriff Theo.
Rumph and Dr. Alden ¥. Wilsy |
medical examiner, investigated
Tuesday and reported that death

was due to natural causes. I

Jan“arv 5 1905
I S

DEPA.RTED TEZ.FS LIFE
November 9 1961 i

133.5‘:.:3:' :D

e B

INTERMENT

Mé‘thoas* Cemet& >
o s et
Elnsr Dresse.uays-’ﬁf;‘?_
Willard Dressel® izus‘
‘Oriis Seegm.]le:

FLORA'
Beity JovﬁfEber T
Alice 7ehr,g_no ’
© Organist—Ars, “(eanetb miﬂﬁon

Soloist—-Mr: g D._. W, Davis .3

Nettie's HUSba,nci

,'l\' ""_“fGR"’ JF
FARL TENRY C WEBER
Octuber 2¢, 1503

August 25, 1985

Serviees From

First Tnited Methodis: Clivrah
AMoaday, August 26, 1885 - 2:00 DAL
Clergyman
Rev, David W. asL
‘—"o’zom* ¥ Daarers
Elm:‘ Dl’\.’";S”Ll.J.“S Alvin _\4_0..:\'-"“1:.

Carl Eraby
arxy A. Larson

John Tuzem

Hzlph Roney
ChZford @ Wa-t:\-
Witkham I§Wii

Kens

Benrars
Rennerh Nord: 1::-.*1

Orlie A, Szeamilier
Lavern Svversyn
Hugio
Beleist - Afrg, W, . Willer
Organlet Mrs, Duvid W, Ash
Srmnps by the Cog gregation ¢ Nos. 233 angd 073

Iuterment
el I . 5
Lanoe Mathodist Cemetery

@ the Pellowsh up Man
¢ commitizl serice,




HEIRS LISTED IN THE ERVIN BOCKHOUS' ESTATE

1

2

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

27

" Ben Bockhaus

Walter Bockhaus

Mrs. Frances Penner

Albert Bochaus

Mrs. Lydia({Dulitz)}Kuppinger
Mrs. Helen(Dulitz)Graney
Frank Dulitz
Frances{(bulitz} Munson

Mrs. Emma(Backhaus)McKathnie
Lewis Backhaus

Leroy Backhaus
Minnie(Backhaus)Boshart
Cora{Backhaus)Thomson

Pearl(Backhaus)Wintefsteen

Mrs. Romona(Backhaus)}Blackman

{cousin once remeved)

Theodore Backus

{once reroved)

John W. Backus
{once removed)

Mrs. Caroline(Backhaus)Poessnecker

{once removed)

Mrs. Lenora(Backhaus)Porter
{once removed)

Ralph Bockhaus
{once remgved

Francis Bockhaus
(once removed)

Virgil Bockhaus
(once removed)

Halstead, Kansas
Halstead, Kansas
Burton, Kansas
Newton, XKansas
Mason City, Iowa
Portland, Oregan

Webster, S.Dakota

c/o Frank Dulitz, Guardian

Atkinson, Neb.
Chamber, Neb.
0'Neill, HNeb.
0'Neill, Neb.

Chambers, Neb.

-Lincoln, Neb.

Milwaukee, WIX

c/o Mrs. Wm. Backus
Atkinson, Neb.

Willow Grove, Penn.

Mount View, Alaska

Thermopolis, Wyo.

Monte Vista, Colo.

Pagosa Springs, Colo.

Monte Vista, Colo.



Above and below are photos of Nettie Bockhaus Weber grave,
Notice on the marker for all the graves, that Nettie's
name is spelled the same as the Kansas family. (and ours)
These graves are located in a church cemetary Jjust out

of Decorah, Iowa. The area is named "Canoe Ridge" and it
is really a pretty place. (these photos taken in 1996)

At the time these pictures were taken, Farl's second wife
was still living, although in very poor health.
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Above is the marker for the pulitz family graves in

Mason City, Iowa.
Below is the marker for Catherina Bockhaus Dulitz. She

was a sister of Willaim H.

Buried in this same Iot:iiss, Rev., Adolph pulitz, a son
William H. who died in 1907, another son Edward, who

died in 1920, (he was born in LeMars, Iowa) and a daughter

Helen Dulitz Graney, who died in 1984.
(Photos taken in 1996)
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On this A i day of. (7 -r/”’/ A D, 877, befare me
.0 - C}? . ’ . .
[ oA TRy 5/£ {0 P -1 and for said Couniy,

pid

. =
personally came 7 g‘:r-zfz? yid e

Fd .
o R I s rvgnm{m_.rf ﬁ,@m‘i’#) 4:; rm;/ _________ to me parsonally known

to be H:}; identical person  whose names?.. . CEPTE affized lo He above deed as granlor and zzakuawigdge.z the same to be

et Te— voluntary act and desd,

WITNESS sy hand ang———o.0. the date last above wrilien.

This is a copy of the deed to
one acre of ground that the

church in Dorchester sits on
dated july 21, 1875 3¢

- . ‘M
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COMRAUE BACKHAUS of EDWARD LENOX PUST GeA.R
Passes AWAY at SOLDIER'S HOME |

The death of Wenry Sackheus, an old soldier and member of
Edwerd lenox Post, occured at Battle Mountain Sanitarium, Hot
Springs, S.De last Fridey, Deceased had beem in poor health
for some time and for the past year has been under the care and
tregtment &t the loms made and provided for the 6ld Soldier's
veclining years.

The body was accompanied home Saturday by his son A.H. Backhsns
who was called to Hot Springs from his hons at Plerce,

He Backhaus was born in liepzig Germany, Febr. 14, 1847,

At the age of sixteen he came to Americe and located nesr
Madison Visconsin, On March 27, 1865, then being dighteen
years of & he enlisted in Co. H. fifty-{irst regiment of
Yigconsin antry, ‘His service was under Captain Rufus S.
Allen, In the year 1887 he came to Holt County, where he .
has since lived. He has been & pioneer and an upright citizen,
adding his part to building of the great west. :

He was 69 vears, lmonth and 3 days old. Surviving relatives are:
two brothers, three sisters, a devoted wife and nine children.
One son Goorge died some years &gd. ,

Henry Backhaus was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church
. at Holp-craeks ' ‘ ; ¥

The last sad rites were held in the Msthédist church in Atkinson,
Sunday afternoon and 'the body laid to rest in Yoodlawn cemetary,

The ehurch wae filled to it's capacity with sympathizing friends

and neighbors. i . ‘ :

Rev. H.E. Wells conducted the service and brought a message of
comfort Lo the bereaved f&mj-l?. T_he GeAsKRe POS;' and th& WeRalo
wore in attendance in & body. The little group of wveterans whe
followed Comrade Backhaus to kis last resting place remind us
that the ranks are thin and that that noble array of the Grand
Aemy of the Republic has elmost passed from view. Soon the
tender memory of their bravery and the service they wrought
will alons remain. - ' '

{ This was capieé froman Atkinson Graphic dated Mereh 24, 1516)




Above is a photo of Ernst Karl Gottfried Falk - Father
of Emile Falk Bockhaus - Born Sept. 11, 1821 at Rhunow
Pommerania, Germany. Died in 1908. Believe that he is
buried in Canada, as some of the family went there and
he followed in 1902.

There are some Falks buried at LeMars, Iowa, but have
not been there as yet to check them out. One that is
buried there is a son of Ernst's, William, also looks

as though William's wife, and possibly a daughter of
their's, as the lot and block numbers are the same

for all three. There are some other Falks buried there,
but do not know if they are related.

There are some Falks listed in the phone book in Sioux

Falls, SD, and I wrote to one of them, but never received
a reply, so do not know if they are any relation or not.

34




Below are photos of Falk grawves in LeMars, Iowa, taken in Sept.
1998, William is a-brother of Emilie Falk Bockhaus, and Bertha

Baum. After I took the pictures, I noticed that his name and
his wife's name were the same as William and Emilie Bockhaus.
Did not loock for other Falk graves in the same cemetary. Did
not have a location, and do not know that they are any relation.
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_ _ Notice th Pt
was Dakota Territory at that time. - Also note that he. %gslgtlll

using the old spelling of his last name. (Backhaus)_

o HOMESTEAD .
APPLICATION
& JO/E } oﬂaﬁé@ fice a& éwfzﬂt ’97%

M é‘;\ ., do kereéy appl, to emﬁer, ung r_rSactzf/n 2‘289

.Rem.s'ed Statutes of t}’w United Sta,tes the -
of Section _ 2/ , ire Township ' 9 /Q of
Range - 6—1 Coraining : /i 6 i : acres.

- Lamd Gifice ﬂf/Z y = J7 -
%, [l Gl 2 s
ﬁ / 55?//—7" , REGISTER oF THE mﬂ_p OFI‘ICE, .

e do herely, 0y ceriz@ thm& the above applwwiwn is far Swrve J3d=
which the applwwnt is legally enititled to enter under Sechon 2289 Revwed,
Statutes of the United States, and that there is no_prior vahd adverse righit .

liedtstsr

to the same.

éw Aﬂb/,/ﬁ)/ /& é//

© 36
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) o HOMES'I’E.A.D

[AFFIDAVIT.]

gmm& @ﬂm@ aant g //%4« .
M é‘d : _zgﬁ ’

%MM / o sz,z,, 2 S

having filed m ,/ copplwatwn No. fg / {‘/ for’ an entry J under

Sectmn HNo. 228.9 Revised Sta,tute.s of ﬂw Umtecl Sta,w.s s do soZang J “swear -

that . xfmﬁ"%@ﬁm Lol Mk

M&

ﬁ’at said applwaatwn, Na. \j—g / §/ . I8 mc&de;}o; the:ﬁ;ir-’})oée bf a,'égu'al o

settlement a,nd cultwa,iwn tka,t said entry s m,a,da for my own e.wluswe
benefit, cmci not dzrectl y or indirectly for the benefit or use 0]" any other |
person or parsans whomsoever; and that I have 1ot heretoj“ore hc&d the benefit

of the homestead lows.

Sworn to and, subscribed this ... C@‘ ‘ day

of M e m , Z)efore

No1z.—If this affidavit be acknowledged -before the Clerk &*te Court, as pmvuled for BySec 2294 0. 8. Revised Statntes,
the Homestead party must expressly staie herein that be or some member of kis fumily is vesiding upor the land applied for, and tha,r.
bona fide improvement and settlement have been made. He must also #tate why e iz unable to nppear at thg Land Office.
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.Appﬂcation No. ‘fg/ E

¥

Receiver’s Duplicate Receipt No. &%_,

HOMESTEAD

o
. uE

?g&zzzxmr’ﬁ @Bffm @W/L/ 444, A//

RECELYED of 4 /M,,,N (Q r/f// /

0];' m //Zlc,.(/;k e ) dﬂll@?’&

being the amount of fee a compensatwn 0]" Regzster and .Reoewer for the

entry of % .. ‘W’(,% of Section . Z‘X/
Township ? /& : of .Rang‘e ) &

Section 2290, Revzsed Statutes of the United States. /fa’/ A

Nore.—1t is reqmred of the homestaad settler that he ghall reside upon and ou.'mvata t.hq Iand. embmued i hm homestea.&.
eutry for & period of five years from the time of filing the afidavit, being also the date of entry.” An’ abandonment of the land for
more than six months vyorks a forfeiture of the claim. Further, within two years from’ the axpxmtwn of t.he said five Fears he must
file proof of his actual settlement aud cultivation, failing to do which, his entry will be cenceled. "Tf- tha Bettler "does not wish 'to

remain five yecrs on his tract, he can, at any time afler six months, pay for it with cash or In.nd wmantu upun m.a.k:mg proof of '
settloment and culuvauou from date of filing afidavit to tha time of pnym&nt. . -




ey

CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION, A2}

TERRITORY GF BAKCTA,
p@wpém Bounty 2 pudiiind Gusdinit

Be il @cmzm‘mmﬁ Thet on the r—Zﬂ day of Mf in

/,
personaily appeared

the year of Ove Lorp %ou:and 2jght lmndig and;e;gzt/y: oo ol
before th Presxdmg Judge of the District

ep@mmb]e
Court of .. *’-”f/" ?“ for the district aforesaid, Mé’ﬁﬂﬁﬂ_“

T Pt Yoot P

the several acts of congress heretofore passed on that subject. And the snid

@6?/(}. Pl baving thersupon produced lo the Cours record testimony

slowing that he had heretofore reported hicsclf and filed his declaration of his intention to become a

citizen of tho United States, according to the proyisions of seid soveral, acts of congress, and the Court
being satistied, as well frov ath of the said (Lbroran /)ﬁ’/cﬂ/ LR AL —
ae from, the testimony of 57/ Aﬁi% C.}” £ ﬁd‘”— 245! and

ol A f ~————— _who are known to Lo citizens of {he United States, thab
the said %/j it @ Q/D-/{;i;? o0 Lias resided within the Timits

and under the jurisdiction of the United Stales for at least five years last past, and a$ lesst one year lnst
and that during the whole of thal time be has behaved himself as

past within the Territory of Dakota,
a man of good moral character, nttached to the principtes contained in the Constitution of the United

States, and well disposed to the good ortﬁ;\ well b]ezuﬂ‘ and hap hiness &same and two years and
rllivma €8££ _reporled himsell

spwaords baving efapsed since the said.
and filed his declaration of intention as aforesaid
is was Oryeeely, That the said Wtaqu o2 C'—f@/i../’z,a M,J

be permitted {o take the oail to support the Constitution of the United Siales, and the usual cath

whereby he renounced all allegiance nr%dehty,t& every foreign PrmceMovere:gnhy
: P (B /{75’?,&*7‘-&4/ : whereo{

whatover, and more particuiarly to
j;o was hetetofore 2, subject, whigh suid oatl Laving been admmis{eré to Lhe said d
ot ( 9W C oL by the (lark of said Coyry, it was ordered by the Court

Ll g . L 20 LRt be admitied
munities of o naturalized citizen of the United States, and

that tho said

to 811 and singalar the nghls privileges and im
y the Clerke of this Court, undgr the seal of siid Court, which'is done

that the same be certifisd b
r

[ 7

gt @ '(‘In_zhnmln_;, That itle foregoing is a true copy of cdings
taken [rom the record of the proesedings of ihe Court aforesaid, 1

aceordiogly.

Judge-

éubacmbe my mme hereunto and afiz the Seal of tho Couri at
’/7r‘- r’[-‘“ this, . 28 day of,._.:g.p L

1:»33 year of our Lord one thousaad ecight huudred and eighty

CAnC 2 — - ‘
'RC /LO’Z/{’, Cormpl Clarh
4

‘ an ahen(bérn, gbovethe—ageof-bwant; 5 end applied in
open court to be admitied to become o naturalized citizen of the United Stateg of America, pursuen -
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County, Dakota, whoe made Eamcsferzd Application No.. .= -é / 7/

of Section No._.......in Township Na. ._22______- of Range No. ___{_é___ west Sth P, AL,

heredy give notice of my inlenlion to make final proof to esmeiS?z'my cZafm tothe land above described

e+ e e, £

and that I expect lv prove my residence amz' cultivation before the Judge,or in his absence b2fore t/zc

. - Clerk of 1he District aurt JOr. . At CeX. Pl e County, Dakota Territory,
f %ﬂﬂ(_ .......... . ifte county seal thereof, on 2t z,C, s 2 4__!7,
the

day of.. é /4 bLora. é_m /88 7 at // Selock < M.,

by two a] the j‘aﬂ/oyyy witnesses:

M@/ﬂ ﬁzmé’é,m

‘ . (Stnature of Clulmant.)

s s s
4

‘ Faud Oftiee.. Voo L7 . akota,
o>y, 7, L. / b7 g 7

Notice of the above application will be published in the (ot At P A

printed al... N Ka. (L U2t nd. qL—M Zx

whzclz[ /zereby designate as the /zewspaper publishzd nearest the land descrzbea.’ in said application.

2 S Y S

Regzster

A ___________ LU v i COUTLY, Dakola,

NozICE T0 CLAIMANT.—Give time and ploce of proving up and title of the oflicer belore whom prool is madae: alse give names and posiotiice
address of four ne!ghbor: two of whom must Appesr &8 Your witnesses. Af least Lhe first given name of risimunt and witnesses must be stared

in full.
. (Press azd Dokotaien Print Yankton.)
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PROOK OF PU]IBLIC ATION

o

- - _ Territoryg of Dakola, ) . ' .

COUNTY OF A/ Yt

eyt - ~Dakof Ul!;‘ A
.s."‘hnd 03& 'sg "!ml;rm. f-a, ) the

suﬂwmmcmu
bt mﬁ"ﬁa‘":ﬁ*’.ﬁfb‘“ ] paper published af. 07{/

e =~ "7 County, Dakots, that th?n};ﬁe‘xéaﬁfmfwgﬁimﬁ?gﬁu_

Es

-y o Fagipk Foriil ﬁmasmaﬂ m. - » 3 L - . -
iy i wmn’rme'mmmmmmm‘ lishad in seid newspaper for six consecutivs times, not in
i OB S e RRDE

fLasomably, S A f‘si'-;"%gw-‘; a supplensent, but in the rerru_lm end entive issue of overy
 Henomea’ the folOWADg WILHSuiBE LD PrOvE .
. hismﬁn?bu}hfesmnw%un, mnnlnvaﬂnn :
of,wald land: vizz s ¢ number of the paper during tbe per:od and hme of pubh— o
k2% Robert T B N Gommh 4 “
lich; Geotys 1101 ElaineLews £, On

eation, and that said npotice was fivst published in the

. . YA ;
: _ . Smm ‘before e this_-l% ‘
i : -
; 4 day of

+

 UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE, _ Yewer A (Fen 5

'
' I, / Lr_,( A/I/i é:'u:] A R@i‘.\ex de hereby certify that a notice,-a

—“—.] printed copy of which is her eto attached, wns by me posted in a conspicuoes place in my oﬂﬁce for o
i
i period of thirty days, us required by act of Mareh 3d, 1879 I having first posted snid noties on the .
[ JJ ............ — day of .. e A 185277 ]
, o L o /L‘rxa AM é-’ A - Ragqsteq-

r'"\_

y
4
Lkl
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| 'HOMESTEAD, PRE—EMPTION‘ AND COMMUTATION PROOF.
TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT. -.*

B —— ]

Full and Specific answers must be given e each Question. Evasi/e Answers will be Fatal o
the Proof

R

L3
, cinimant, being duly sworn, tesiifies as follows :

Question 1.—What ia your correct name, your age and ocenpation? It employed by any person, state i;y \:vimm.

Ques. 3.—Are you the identiosl person who made pre-amption filing No for he tend entry Ndj:é__ (_5’{ nt
) Lo ] co-
the %o/(m land office on tha_ /7 . .day ol C;%—-—,,F 1332/ .
¢’ . . :
and which is the true deseription of the land now cleimed by you? o«
= .
g = lets (e m ST D25 o 2 s e
/ , ) o
| P Al ) — |
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Ques. 4—Whare did you live bafora settling on this land, and what was your occupation ?

Qnes, 5—Are you a citizen of the United Btates, or have you declared your inteation to become such .-

- e
/ 14

(I caee the party is of foreign birth, acopy of Lis declaration of intentron to becoma & citizen or fall potaralization
certificote, offcially estiified, must be fled with the vage. The latter ia only required in final homestend entries.)

Queg 6--Ars you infereatad in any other entry or fling then the ove upon which you now seek to make prool? . -
ane AL P20

Ques. T—Hitve you ever made a pre-smption fling for any other tract of land, or made any athar bomesatead entry or '
filing :’r entry ol any kind? (Awnswer ezch quesiion ssparately, describing the land, and siate what dispositicn you mzde of
your clajm.) B

Ansf%"fg %ZJ/%"?I’{W . Gt et T B mcranerre, et A LT Cttennatt

Quean. 8— ‘egent elaim w ¢ an incorporated town or salétted site &[ a eity or town, or used in nn_v‘
way for trade sud bosinesa? .

Ana, _ A i —_— It il el

Qnss 9—Whnt is the character of the land? Ie it timber, monntainons, praitie, grozing, or ordivary egricnltnral fand?
Btate ita kind and quulity, and for what purpose it is most valuable. : .
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Quee, 10—1Ix the land valnxble for coal, imn.aﬁo/ne. or minerals oéy kind? Hss apy conl or other miner;

heen
digooverad therson, ot 13 any eoul or wineral known to bs gontained therein?  Are thera nuy indications of e tliner, or
minersls of any kind on the jand? If a0, deseribe what they are. - :
’ .
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Quey. 11--If the land is timber land, state the kind, quality, and amonnt of timber therson ai dats of initisting your
claim. the amount eiill standing, bow much hns been et and removed, and by wlom, and whether the same has bean disposad
of, and to whem; alao whether any other parson than yoossell has any interest in the timber, and if so, what kipd of interest ?
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Ques. 12—11 the land is used for gruzing purposes, state how and by whom if is 50, need, apd whether ¢ is within 82! ‘
stook Tange or lanea ot ofler enclosnre, snd who owns or controls the range or enclesare.

B ) . o ;
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en. 13—When did you fizet make an nctun./peraunal setila/ment on t‘h}é land ? SA what yun,

satifement, and the character and value of the improvemente you ther piaced mpon the land -
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Qaes 14—Was the'lnnd spcu~ied by nny otbet person when you made such settlemeat? If so, stute who lived thel
and how you obiained poasession.

Ana./%———-"' & M?_i;;_’ ’l‘_ﬁ_c_

Ques, 15—When did yd{, actually move ou this innd/rmd commence living permanentiy thereon ?

mv%%/& /% er2 —

ues 16—Where Lias been your actual personal residence and home during the whole time since the date of thie filing e~
ontry? '

v s Azt Mozt DLt 2o 2 7 Vel

Quea 17--Haa yonr resideoce on the innd now elafmed been actual or constructive, continuons or at intervala? Explaf
what you mean by actual continnous residence. :

’ [ "
Qnas 18~—Hava you resided or hourded olagwhers than an this land sinee commencing your residence t n? It
gtate when and where, how often, and for iow long? gy hiereon &

2 T

. - Ques 18—Whers bave you voted singe satablishing restdence on this land, and where did yoa lost vote, and how lor ‘
1 jsnve you voted there? . i

Aus et e /“;Eﬂpy_
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Ques 20 fIow tany times hnve you_ been absent from eaid iract aince yoﬁ commenced ssiual residencs therson? G
tha dates when such absenes commenced end terminated, and the causs therefor.

Ana/}ZE’Mf///m Tl M’ZZ—M
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/ Quea, 3= 8 YO O tamily, snd of whom does your family consist?
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Ques 22—Has your f3ily resided with you on this im? II =0, stete when they moved the 1 -
Lnve Sived there, and whether they actunlly reside there atiil ' on tho land, how long &
N -
W7 S/ /f‘?ﬁ%@éﬁ)ﬂmfmcgc Ny
B P s
’ (Jneg 23 11 your {nmity hns Igen nbsant any parb of the time since moving of the land, state the cnuses for and
b dates whon each absence commenced and terminaiod. . .

Ans _.~
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. Qnes 24—When and by whom wae yous bouse built? Ia it habitable at all seasous of the yenr?
» fag /. L = g »
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Ques 25—Did you and vour family live in said house duriog eli of each ar any winter asinos th T
entry? If not, stais the du.rahon nod canges of each abeence, . Y @ date of your fling or

m.ﬂé%f Lo P S5 50—

Quea 26—If your {amily hes mot lived with you on this claim sines the date of your ﬁﬁn or ent:
therefor, whezs did they res:de, 8nd whera are they now living? @ or eniry, atate the cuuges

aﬂ._q—,wpou
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Ques £7—Do you owa any other ramde{es houss than the oce now on your alaim? It so, state where, nnd who ocenpies

the geme,
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Qneﬂ 8—Desoribe fally the bouse o this cloim, giving yalne thersof; also desoribe fuliy all other improvements theraon
of whatevar kind, giving the vnlus of sach nnd total value of il 1mprovernen'
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Ques 20 —What farm implementa do you own and nee en this claim? Stste kind and namber, and how long you have
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Quea 30--What domestic animals and live stook/do yfm awn and keep on this claim? State ka/ nn{ namber of each
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LJues 31 —34ath what attieles of turnitare of every kind yon keep and usya/y’calr residence on {hie elaim, and how long -

%
, Mm /mf..,‘/ )

Quoes 32—Hnve you acy personnd pro, erty ot live suk{of any kind e)éwhsre thao vu this chnm? ﬁ so, ﬁannbe the
rarue, and riate where the same is kept. .
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.Quas 33—How many ssasons have you roised crgpe on this land, snd what kind of crop biave yon raissd each season ?

Anei] ? ladamad. . w%‘;’m &"'-::_. b e
Ques 34—How many acres bave you put in crop esch yesr, and haw muoh did you rniee? Stnte theprfonnt i bushels
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rof this year: or is zt prepared for cropping the coming sunson? How muc] tthe land

e
Ques %ﬁwe you the iand in crop
is s0 cmp 1 or prapared? A_Z,,..»-/ /f-a"?
ey _m%m__.___ < £
Qne.a 36—D0 ot carry n any trﬂde. profesmon, or bosinees aiaawhere thao on this lnod? If o, & hot hifsiness

yon bave been engaged in whila claiming thie land, whers it was carried on, and the distance from yout clait,
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Qaes 37—1f you have beon emsloyed in working for others awny from this claim since yon esiablished residence
therson, state when, wiere, and for whom, in what ccoupation or eapacity, Low kong you Love so worked, and whers you

staid an:d lived dnrmg that time.

PO i SR - e et e ] D2 O e 7




s

(£-106.)

e, HE4E

HOMESTEAD.

Tand Office at W M/%u /ﬂd/wf |
Mﬁw&m 0% ,%7

{ ' APPLICATION

FINAL CERTIFICATE,

-r'—--w:\:

/7_1'['0 .5-@'/ ‘/

Umted States

made paymemf n full far/}é/ M W%Mﬂ& ﬁ")/if:/ W ﬁ"_ Aol /%
o, oww//fﬂ«ﬁ% 0f i puaritly toal ?WM/Z'_* '

1t is here Wrﬁﬁnﬁ That, ﬁ%nt to tg ppovisions of Sec n No. 2291, Revised Siatuies of the |
M ﬂ‘w/ﬁw. /éaﬁ‘ M has |

of.S‘vctzan No. /ﬁ——o / 2,} “ , Townskzp NOW /VVWP‘V /é}@ /«/V;
Range .No//”%ﬁl' /Z"f_ /éﬁ/ WMaﬂhﬁ T {)-" | "I“mnczpal

Meridian conimmng‘ ; / é/ | v~ ﬁd acfes-__

Fow, thersfore, ba it k.unmz, Thmon %zs G.exfz cgte._to, f,he [';QMISSIONER OF 'RE.
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, the said Wl g

shall be entitled to a Patent for f,he Tract af Lamd abo'ae described. .

Dllegister,

(1632—23 BL)

. "
g,«;m(.f/'am,w \/)d/‘ s

&7



N T OLED
{an .___Ebwwqmd___

T IS HIAXEY
WY 8 NOLENYYT

&

:
3

atilon o

|

iE,

\'7

\nv =
i~
S
..\k




ABQVE - Looking west along the south
Wm. Bockhaus homesteaded in 1882.

(1179)

BELOW -~ Looking NW from the east line of the homestead. The
buildings in the background belong to the man that owns the
property. His Dad bought it soon after my grandparents moved,
and later became the property of their son who still owns it,
There are no buildings on the property.
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ABOVE - Looking west from approx. the center of the property.
The trees in the background are just west of the property.

Taken in 71998

BELOW - Looking south along the west fence of the property.
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Looking east along main street, Parkston, South Dakota

Looking

Sept. 1954

west along main street, Parkston, South Dakota




The following 20 pages are a copy of an article written by
Frances Penner. I have inserted it here because in it is a
very good description of life in South Dakota in the late
18008 As vou can tell from the article, life was not easy.
0f course as the children were growing up, they didn't know
that it was that bad a= that is all they knew.

When Mavis and T visited the area in Sept. of 1998, I tried to
imagine what it must have been like before cars and paved roads.
The place they lived is still kind of out in the sticks, but
‘with paved roads close by, it is not so bad. Parkston is still
a small town, but is a nice town. Of course now with cars and
paved road, Mitchell is not that far away, time wise,

In the article She tells about the death of their brother Bill.
I have mentioned this farther in this article, and will have
some comments about that subject. 4is you will see Bill was

a very important part of Dad's 1ife when he first moved to
colorado.
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The following is a copy of an article written by Frances Penner;

When I was small, we did not have radios or TV. No cars, and no
electricity. Buf we did not miss those things because we did not
know what it was like to have them. My mother and father both
liked to read and many evenings my mother would read tc us or may
be tell of her life in the o0ld country, or the years she spent

in Iowa before she and Dad were married and-then moved to a home-
stead in South Dakota in 1885. Her stories were interesting to
me and I hope will be to my children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren because they are true and maybe you will realize
how much courage and faith it toock for them to leave their home-
land, cross the ocean and settle in a new country and make new
friends.

A long time ago in the province of Pommerania in Germany in a
little town called Rhunow lived a family named Falk. The father
was Ernst Falk. He was born Sept 11, 1824. His first wife died
and left him with a little girl,Augusta Caroline. His second
wife was Frederieka VBks. She was born Nov. 26, 1828. The

father was a tall man and his wife was very small. He worked for
the rich landowners and groomed their horses., On May 7, 1858,
they had a son Wilhelm Fredrick Herman, On Oct. 21, 1862, another
son was born, Franz Herman. Then on Oct. 14, 1864, they had a
little sister, Emilie Augusta Henrietta. When she was two vears
-0ld another little sister, Wilhelmina Carocline Ernestihe, was -
born March 4, 1867. Then on Dec. 24, 1869, ancther girl joined
the family named Bertha Augusta Wilhelmina Ernestina. When Bertha
was ten years old the mother became very sick. The doctor did
not know what to do and the mother died in 1879. When Erilie

came to Halstead, she told Dr. Hertzler the symptoms her mother
had. He said he was sure that she died of a ruptured appendix.

When the mother died they had dressed her in a black dress, a
white petticoat underneath, a little of the white lace could be
seen after she was laid oudt. They put her on a pallet of straw
in the attic where it was cool until a casket was provided for
the funeral. The attic was a storage place for all their linens
and dried fruit, etc., plus their long linen handwoven table-
cloths used on special occasions such as weddings or funerals.
Sometime after the mother had died Emilie had sent the little
sister Bertha to the attic to get something.  When Bertha got up
there she thought she saw her mother alive again standing there
throwing straw over her head. She said she even saw the white
lace of her mother's petticoat. Screaming she came downstairs
to tell what she had seen. When Emilie went up to investigate
there was no one there. Later they found out it was a neighbor
lady who was up there stealing all their good table linens. She
threw straw over her face so Bertha would not recognize her. The
house was built for four families with a big central chimney.
Beside the chiminey was a crawl space where a small person could
sgqueeze through. This neighbor was the only one small enocugh to
get through that space. Bertha said she even saw the white lace
on her petticoat.
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Fmilie and Wilhelmina had all the house work to do and go to the
pasture to get the cows and milk them which was women's work.One
family had all boys so. some of the boys had to do the milking.
Emilie fell in love with one of the boys. His name was August
Luebke. But her brothers teased her so much for falling in love
with a boy who had to do women's work that in time the romance
seemed to cool. After they had married someone else they lived
as neighbors for nearly twenty years.

The older brother Wilhelm wanted to see America so he migrated
with some friends and found work around LeMars, Iowa. In 1882
the father and younger son and the three girls came to America.
They came lower class by boat and then by train to LeMars, Ilowa.
The conductor on the train on the last part of the trip was a

Mr. Williams who took an interest in the poor immirants who be-
sides their luggage carried a chamber pot with them. Mr Williams
took the second girl, Minnie, into his home to work. His wife
was ailing and needed help. When Mrs. Williams died, Minnie took
care of the youngest girl, Mildred, and raised her. Later Mildred
topk Minnie into her home in Glen Ellyn, Illinios, and she died
there in 1934. She had been engaged to a young man, Wm. Hanke.
He was in the U.S. Cavalry and fought in the Indian battle of
Wounded Knee where he was injured and was sent to Fort Riley,
Kansas, where he died. Minnie came to Fort Riley and toock his
~body back to Iowa to bury him. Minnie was a practical nirse and
for some time was nurse and companion to the mother of the pres.
of Sears Roebuck and Co. She was also a masseur and in later
years was a crossing watchman in Glen Ellyn for the Northwestern
Railroad.

Emilie found a job with the family of Hubst in LeMars. He was
co-owner of the hardware firm of Haas & Hubst. She had-a hard
time learning English. Instead of saying today she always said
heut today. One time they served watermelon to company and
when Emilie went to the kitchen to eat her piece she ate it right
down to the hard green rind. Her boss came out and told her how
to eat it. They were very good to her and had a lot of patience <
in teaching her American ways. She attended the Methodist Church
in LeMars. The minister was a Rev. pulitz and Mrs. Dulitz had
an unmarried brother who also came tO church. He worked in the A
hardware store. Emilie often said she noticed the tall young
man because he had the bluest eyes she had ever seen. His nane
was Wm. H. Bockhaus and on Nov. 15, 1885, Emilie and Wm. were
married by Rev. Dulitz. They moved to a homestead nine miles
west of Parkston,S. Dakota. Wm. had homesteaded this in 1881
walking all the way from Yankston, s. Dakota, to stake his claim.
But he decided he would rather work in a hardware store than
farm. He had built a 2 room house before he went back to Iowa.
But Emilie wanted a home of her own and was willing to take the
hardships of a pioneer homestead wife, and hardships they were.
Fmilie made a home for the younger sister, Bertha, When she .
wasn't working in someone's home. Her father also stayed with
her until her brother Herman got married and then he stayed there
part-time. A young man named George Baum from Fon du Lac, Wisc.,
also took up a homestead nearby. He courted and married Bertha
Falk on Dec. 14, 1889.
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Homesteading was hard work but all the families were the same.
Everyone had lots of babies and everyone was poor. No doctors
for many miles. Two neighbor women did most of the doctoring
and midwifery - Mrs. Skode and Mrs Bielaff. If one was going

to have a baby herself then the other one would come. On June
29, 1886, Will and Emilie had a baby boy, William Ernst. Father
Ernst Falk came to stay with them although Emilies brother
Herman had homesteaded only a half mile south and when he was
married to Agusta Maus, Father Falk stayed part-time with them.
Augusta was so very neat and particular that he wanted to stay
with Emilie but Will wasn't easy to get along with an older
person so he spent his time between the two places. On October
23, 1887, another little boy arrived, Louis Benjamine. Emilie
had to make over clothes. The only relative she had that sent
_her clothes was Minnie, but Emilie was good at making over. One
time Minnie sent her a nice coat for winter. One day instead
of hanging it up she laid it on the couch. Above the couch was
the clock shelf. 0On the shelf they kept the necessary medicines
and disinfectants. One day Bertha was cleaning off the clock
shelf and accidently dropped the carbolic acid bottle on the.-coat
and it ate a hole in the material. For several years Emilie
wore a patched coat to church. Carbolic acid was a household
disinfectant. Diluted with water it was used for cleansing
wounds.

On Nov. 4, 1890, another boy was born, Albert Henry (Abbie).
Then on Feb. 13, 1893. a fourth boy was born. He was such a big
boy - twelve pounds - that Emilie had a very hard birth and the
midwife did the best she could but Emilie got infection. When
she finally went to a doctor in Parkston he told her it was a
miracle she was alive because he was sure she had a case of blood
poisoning but was healthy enough to get over it. But she had no
more babies for five yvears. The doctor told her that having
such a hard birth the afterbirth was torn and either the midwife
didn't notice it or maybe didn't know what to do about it,A
doctor would have noticed it right away. So some was expelled
like it should have and nature had to take care of it

Now whenever Emilie went to town she was known as the woman with
four boys. Then someone told her there was a magic for having
girls so on Feb. 3, 1898, a thursday, when the three boys were
walking home from school little Bennie ran to tell them that that
morning they got a little sister. Everyone was so happy and they
named her Emma Franziska, but they learned there was a cousin
Emma in Nebraska and they admired Frances Williard so she became
Frances Emma. Willaim took complete care of the baby. Emilie
thought it was because he was so happy that it was a girl. He
really was afraid to have Emilie find out that the baby had de-
formed feet. They were similiar to club feet turned inward.
Emilie was a very smart and resourceful woman. She also had

a lot of faith and believed in the power of prayer. She knew
that a babies bones were soft and pliable. She teld them to
bring her cotton, cardboard, scissors, needle and thread. She
proceeded to massage the little ankles and sewed little casts
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of cotton and cardboard arsund the feet so they would gradually
straighten out, which they did, but Emilie always had her wear
shoes to strengthen the ankles and she walked on straight feet
the rest of her life. When a bone specialist examined her feet
sixty years later he said, your mother must have beena very
wonderful woman because she did more than a doctor would have
known what to do. Then on July 25, 1901, Emilie had another
boy —-- Walter George. She said she had forgotten to stay with
her recipe for girls.

The protestant homesteaders had srarted a Sunday School in the
country schoocl. Sunday School was every Sunday but preaching
was only certain Sundays wheh a preacher was available or when
some babies were to be baptized or when there was a funeral.
The funerals were held in the home and so were the baptismal
services. When Emilies brother Herman's wife' died .she:left four
little children - John, Louis, August (Euti), and Nora. A girl,
Minnie, had died of whooping cough. The Mother gave Nora to a
childless neighbor couple before she died. Herman soon married
a neighbor girl, Augusta Skode. She was only 18 years old. When
they had two little girls, little Euti was frail and when the
stepmother would set him on his little pottie outside he always
looked toward the cemetary and called his mother. When he died
the funeral was in the home and it was crowed. When the newest
_baby cried Emilie reached across the little casket and picked
her up which was a bad omen. The women said because of that
Alma the baby would never grow up but she lived to be past 70
vears old.

There were many tragedies among the homesteaders. One family
named Liebswager had three little children. The father thought
the mother should help him with field work. Many wifes did help
as much as possible. One woman did help even when her labor
pains started. The grain or hay had to be harvested. Winter
food for humans and animals was important. One day Mrs. Lieswager
came home and her three small children were nearly smothered in
a smoke filled sod house, but by getting them out in fresh air
they revived them. Several weeks later a neighbor came to get
Emilie and said they needed her at the Liebswagers. Three
children had smothered to death. Emilie told him they had been
revived and he said,"No, this time its true and they are dead."
So she got in the wagon and drove over with him. When she got
there three little bodies were strected out on the kitchen table.
It left such an impression on Emilie that she never let anyone
lay a baby on a table, which mothers often did to wrap them

in a shawl before going out in thr cold. Even after she had
grandchildren she never allowed anyone to do that. What had
happened this time was that the sod house door could be easily
opened from the outside by a latch but they needed the stove
poker to open the door from the inside. The biggest boy toock
the poker outside to play and forgot and left it lay outside.

He came inside and put some cow chips into the stove and they
smoked and smoldered instead of burning. Scon the room was

full of choking smoke. He tried to open the door but without
the poker he couldn't get it open. When the mother came in from
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the field all three children were dead. The boy was by the
door, the baby in the cradle. They did not call an undertaker.
The neighbor women washed the little bodies and dressed them and
the neighbor men made the little caskets. They had a family of
six or seven after that. One time this mother had come along
with her husband when he came to see Wm. on some business.
Emilie had just baked coffee cakes and while visiting gave her
a piece. B8he just held it in her hand and when Emilie said,
don't you like it? she said, Oh yes, but I want to take it home
to the children so they can also taste it. Knowing Emilie she
probably sent a whole coffee cake home with her.

Fuel for heating and cooking was scarce on the prairie. Very
few trees but plenty of dried cow chips or buffalo chips. The
droppings from the animals when dry made good fuel. It was a
good idea to gather them just on your own land. When the two
older boys got big enough Willaim made a two wheeled cart for
‘them to pull and go out and gather chips. The wheels were made
of wood and weren't perfectly round . and after Will and Louie
were grown men they often spoke of that cart and how hard it was
to pull on bumpie wheels. Prairie grass was plentiful so when

a hot fire was needed for baking bread Emilie would stuff an old
wash boiler with twists of prairie hay, then take the front lids
off the stove, upset the boiler of hay and the oven would get hot
enough to bake an oven full of bread and .a big pan of buns.
Sometimes when they ran low on hay or snow had covered all the
chips and those in the shed were all gone they resorted to
burning corn. It was cheaper than coal which they coulén'tafford.
Evervone dressed warm in wool flannel shirts. Everyone had to
wear long underwear. Women all knitted sweaters & stockings and
caps. Anyone was an artist who could smooth down long under-
wear and put on long stockings so the leg looked smocth. If

you were careless it looked like a piece of sausage wrapped
around your leg.

Neighbors were anyone within driving distance. After Emilie
became acguainted with one of her neighbors, Mrs. Palmer, she
learned a very unusual story about her. Years before at a party
by the young people for miles around, a young man whe was a
stranger to most of them got up and asked jokingly if there was
anyone who would like to get married. There was always someone
who would go along with a joke. This time an older batchler said
he would and when the voung man asked who would marry him a
beautiful young woman said she would knowing it was a prank.
After the young man went thru the whole ceremony, he pronounced
them man and wife and then told them he was a minister and they
were legally married. It must have been before licenses were
required and seperations were unheard of so she stayed with him
and made him a good home and raised a family. Emilie often
expressed great admiration for this wonderful woman.

Church was in the school house and benches were the school desks.
When sermons got to long it was easy for children to put their
heads down on the desk tops and sleep. One of the Heidner boys
fell asleep during one of the sermons and started reaching around
57
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and finally said out loud, Teador wo ist mein kissen? Theodore
where is my pillow. Theodore was his brother and bed partner.

When sunday morning came the women and children got all dressed
for church when they got up except to put an everday dress on
because Eime went fast with breakfast and chores and driving to
church in either a wagon or spring wagon. So it didn't take long
for a last minute change to the Sunday clothes. Most women wore

a shirt waist of blouse and a heavier and darker skirt with a
placket in the back which closed with hooks and eyes. In every
community there are some who think they are a little better than
the others. As one woman walked down the aisle she walked with

a sort of swag. This particular morning she dressed in a hurry
and as she pulled up her skirt part of her petticoat or underskirt
pulled up and part of it stuck out through the placket and as

she walked the part that stuck out wagged back and forth like a tail,

It took good management to keep a family healthy and well fed.
Everyone had gardens. Root crops grew well only one year. Will
and Emilie raised only one sack of potatoes. They had cabbage

or could buy it and make it into sauerkraut. Cucumbers were made
into pickles. Tomatoes were used as vegetables. S8Syrup buckets
were used for canning. After putting the hot cooked vegetables
or fruit in and the lids put on a sealing wax was melted and
poured around the edge of the 1lid. Emilie used the tomatoes as
fruit, too, by adding sugar and some lemon slices. Dried fruit
was bought in 25 1b. boxes such as raisens, prunes, apricots,
peaches, and pears. Sears Roebuck and Montgomery Ward put out

a grocery catalogue. A sguare sweet cracker in big boxes was
also a luxury. Another luxury was jelly in small wooden buckets.
It always seemed to have a taste from the wooden bucket., Soda
crackers were bought in big wooden boxes. They raised their own
hogs so had hams, bacons, smoked sausages, lard, and some was put
in brine and later cooked with sauerkraut Or dried beans. Maybe
there was a beef too which could be butchered. Some was fried
down, brined or maybe hung in an outside building and frozen

and steaks or roasts cut off as needed. They raised corn and
wheat and Will took some of the grain to Milltown where it was
ground into flour and corn meal. Milltown was a settlement of
Mennonites called Hutterites. They lived in colony houses.

The mill was powered by a big water wheel run by a stream running
through the colony. The little boys liked to go along because
there was good fishing in the river and they always had to stay
overnight. It was too far for the horses to make the trip in
one day. One time Albert cried and cried when it was time to

go to bed. He kept saying "Ick will nicht the Mennoniten schlafen."
"7 don't want to sleep with the Mennonites.” No one thought then
that someday their sister would marry a Mennonite and live with
him for forty four years and alsoc join the Mennonite church.

Tt was a different branch of the Mennonite church than those in
South Dakota.
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Christmas was always a big day. There was no money to buy store
toys, but Emilie was very good at making things. Some of the
homesteaders had relatives in Iowa or Wisconsin who would send

a box at christmas time. Will and BEmilie had no one except ....:
Minnie and she always remembered them. Will's family paid no
attention to them even though his mother was still living. She
was poor, too. Christmas meant new clothes for the Christmas
program and homemade toys, especially stuffed animals. And always
there were figure cookies ~ horses, birds, stars, trees and bells.
One year Emilie had all the toys and cookies in a nice white
clean flour sack. Will had gone to -town and when he got home

he drove under a tree and standing on the sked hung the sack

as high as he could. The next morning the little boys found the
sack and when they got it down they ran to the house and told
their parents how they knew Santa Claus (Weihnachtsman) had hung
it there because they saw his sled tracks. Emilie often laughed
about it because in their excitement they never noticed that the
tracks ended where Will had left the sled when he unhitched the
horses and put them in the barn. One year Will had fastened a
string to a cow bell upstairs. - While standing by the stove to
warm his back he pulled the string and they heard the bell up-
stairs where Emilie had put their gifts. By the time they got
upstairs Santa Claus was gone already but they found their gifts.
It didn't take expensive toys to make them happy. There never

. was a Christmas without a big batch of figure cookies. The only
decoration on them was colored sugars. Sometimes an egg white
was beaten stiff,some sugar beaten in and spread on the cookies
and then colored sugars shaken on.  These were special.

Wm. and Emilies homestead wasn't too far from the Rosebud INdian
Reservation-about forty miles. A couple of miles from their _
home was a section of ground called the school section. Here the
Indians camped during the summer as they wandered around over the
country and in the neighborhood sometimes begging and sometimes
just taking. They were mostly Sioux. One day Emilie had baked
some bread and also a big pan of buns when an Indian buck came to
the door telling her he needed food for a sick papoose. Knowing
he just wanted white man's food she gave him some fresh buns
because she didn't have much else to give him. As soon as he got
back to camp and spead the word, four more buck came all with the
same stories -- need food, sick papooses. Often they had beautiful
bead work or moccasins to trade for food or chickens. Espegially
did they like to trade for chickens. One day Emilie traded an
old hen for a beautiful beaded pincushion which after 75 years

is still in the family. The Indians roamed over the country

and on the prairies and dug for Indian turnips which were a.low
growing plant with small potato-like roots. These were also
found on Kansas prairies. If the homesteaders saw the Indians
coming they would often lock their doors and pull the shades and
pretend not to be at home. Once Emilie and Bertha saw them coming.
They locked the door and pulled the shades. Just as the Indians
walked past the window something happened and the shade flew up
with a bang. Emilie and Bertha were more scared than the Indians.
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One late summer as the currants were ripening in the ravine north
of the house, there were so many Emilie decided she would can
some for winter use. Only that meant a trip to town for she had
no more empty cans or jars. Luckily this was William's turn to
go to Parkston to get the mail for the neighbors and themselves.
They were running low on kerosene for the lamps. too. 1In a short
time Emilie had gotten the little boys ready and brought up a
basket of eggs from the celler which she would trade for groceries.
While she was waiting for Will to harness the horses and hitch
them to the wagon she packed some bread and slices of boiled ham
for their dinner. Then telling the dog Rover to mind the place
they were on their way to Parkston nine miles to the east. On
the way they noticed some of the neighbors were starting toc mow
some prairie hay getting ready for the long winter ahead. They
admired some of the wheat stacks that were put up so straight and
round. Those that leaned a little were probably put up by a care-
less homesteader. The little boys watched for the birds that
flew out of the roadside grass. Some prairie chickens that
Whirred through the air and the rabbits that hopped along the
roadside were also interesting. It was like a picnic for the
boys and the shaking of the wagon made them hungry so they ate
lunch as scon as Will tied the horses to the hitching rack., The
town pump was near sO everyone including the horses had a nice
cool drink. Will had business in the hardware store. Besides

" the nails he needed he got lots of news. Emilie and the boys got
their supplies. Eggs had gone up in price. Instead of five
cents a dozen they were six cents so Emilie could buy some calico
and make each of the boys a shirt. They chose the red calico
with little black horseshoes on it.

Each neighbors mail was tied up with a piece of string-that the
grocery man had given them so there would be no mixup. Mail was
the homesteaders only contact with the outside world and how they
treasured every letter. Some got a weekly or monthly paper and
some got a roll of papers from the old home in Wisc. or TIowa.
Soon they were on their way home. Horses always knew when they
weré on their way home. They trotted all the way. The little
boys had seen the grocery man put in some sticks of candy in the
grocery box, but Emilie said they could only have half a stick
each, but they were satisfied with that and spread their licks
far apart. Will told Emilie of the new neighbors from Wisconsin
moving in before winter, hoping they might come to their Sunday
School which they attended every Sunday in the little school
house. Good news too that there wouldbe preaching next Sunday
and in the afternoon the newest babies would be baptized in the
different homes. Soon they were home but they wondered why Rover
didn't come to meet them. He wasn't even in the barn when Will
gnhitched the horses. Still wondering, Will stopped at the
chicken house to feed the chickens and gather the eggs and check
on some setting hens. There were no setting hens and no eggs.
When he reported to Emilie they decided to look around and went
to the current patch. Bushes were stripped of currents but there
were many moccasin traks. Finding no one to barter with the
roving indians just helped themselves. Two days later Rover came
home, thé fur all worn from his neck where he had tugged to get loose.
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Thereby the Indians didn't have dog soup but the hens and currents
never came back. They were gone for good.

January 12, 1886, started out as a nice warm winter day. The sun
was shining and many of the farmers decided to go to town for
supplies. No radios to tell them of any change in the weather.
First they had to harness the horses and hitch them to the wagorn,
Horses didn' travel as fast as cars so getting to town took awhile.
Many didn't see the c¢loud coming so fast in the northwest while
they were in town. But by the time their supplies were loaded

and the horses hitched to the wagon or sled the blizzard was
nearly there. Most of them started home. It was such a blinding
blizzard that the drivers couldn't see the road so they just let
their horses lead the way. Some got out and followed fences until
they got to a house or shelter. Some upset their sleds and crawled
under and survived. Everyone had coats made of buffalo or cow
hides and also buffalo skin robes, Many did freeze to death.

The storm came up so qguick and it was more like sleet than SNOW,
Uncle George said it was like little icicles and it was impossible
to face the storm and horses soon had their faces covered with

ice. Emilie's brother Herman was building a house for his young
bride about a 1/4 mile from their place. BHe had gone to work
there that morning but his bride stayed with Emilie. Will started
for the house when the storm got bad. He luckily ran into the
wash line post and followed the wash line to the house where one

- end was fastened. Herman wrapped a comfort around himself and
started walking and got lost. One place he kicked up an ash

pile so he knew he was near a house but he couldn't find the

house and was too bashful to call so he kept on walking, A Minister
from Wisc. was stranded at Herman Heidner's further down the road.
Ile had experienced storms before so he would go outdoors every
little bit and call just in case someone might be lost.- Herman hearg
this call and answered and by calling back and forth and following
the call he was saved. Emilie often said Herman's young bride
took it so hard when her man didn't come home she knew he was

lost.

That storm took many human lives and much livestock. Nothing
could be done until it was over and the settlers went out to see
what they could find. Some were alive under their upset sleds.
Many weren't that lucky. The storm covered several states and
they had no warning and it came so guick.. Settlers depended on
previous experience. Without radios or telephones they were
on their own abd the day started unusually mild for that time
of vear.

Homes did not have central heating. Only the very rich had a
furnace in the basement which sent heat into every room through
ventilators or pipes. But on the homesteads or early homes,
bedrooms were not heated and there was nothing nicer than snuggling
down in a bed in the winter in which our mother had first put

some good warm flat irons wrapped in newspaper to warm where our
feet would be in the bed.
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Some beds had nice feather beds which were two pieces of ticking
the size of the bed sewed together like a sack and stuffed with
feathers from geese of ducks. A certain time of the year they
would molt of start losing their old feathers and grow new ones.
They were caught and all the feathers that came off easy were
pulled and put in the ticking. They said it didn't hurt but they
always did a lot of sguawking anyway. In a large family there
were never enough feather beds so big sacks were sewed from nice
white flour sacks which had been washed enough so the print was
all out, or maybe made from unbleached muslin. These were f£illed
with clean bright straw from the new straw stack. Or often after
the corn sheller had shelled the corn in the fall there were a
lot of soft inner shucks that were used in place of straw. Straw
sometimes would stick but shucks made the most noise. It was an
art to know just how much filling to put in these ticks. Every
morning these ticks were shaken up good and puffy before the
blankets and gquilts of comforts were put on. To crawl into those
rustling beds at night was a luxury no modern child can imagine.

Will always was supposed to get up first and start the fire in
both the cook stove and heater. The night before some corn cobs
were put in to soak in a can of kerosene or coal cil, Then in
the morning some soaked cobs were put in either stove, a match
put to them, and slivers of shaved wood or kindling put on the
fire and soon it would begin to warm up. Coal oil was never poured
on the kindling. There might be a few embers from the night
‘before and it would form a gas and small explosion. "Can I dress
by the heater?” was often heard. One would have to turn around
several times while dressing or one side would bake and the other
side freeze. The cook stove oven door was opened to heat the
kitchen guicker or maybe some ccld shoes were set near the stove
oz on the oven door to warm up a little. Mittens always found
their place there either to warm up before going out to do chores
or to dry after coming in from choring and getting wet from the
snow. The oven door was a good place to warm cold feet. A small
piece of wood laid nearly in the oven, pull up a chair and stick
your feet in and in a short time they were warm and dry. Mom
Emilie often had trouble getting a meal and dishes washed. The
big dish pan with water was put on the back of the stove and dishes
put in with a good sudsing of homemade soap. It kept the water
hot and with homemade lye soap it kept a scum from forming around
the sides of the pan. A string behind the stove dried the dish
towels. In winter a wood stove was wonderful but in summer it
was a differant story.

Whenever butter got scarce they used lard on their bread. Emilie
liked it especially on rye bread. After a slice was spread with
lard a little salt was shaken on. Will didn't like it. He thought
he had to have molasses. Every time they went to town the molasses
jug went along to be filled. It was a stone jug, one ox two
gallol size. Will liked to visit when he got to town so when he
got ready to go home he loaded everything except the molasses jug.
Tt was filled from a big wooden barrel that had a spigot. Emilie
often said it sure taught Will a lesson. For two weeks he had to

be satisfied with lard bread. No one went to town oftner than
every two weeks.
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Will liked to visit so if anyone drove in the yard the first
thing ne did was go out, keep one foot on the ground and the other
one on one of the wheel spokes and there was no way for the
visitor to drive away without hurting Will or being rude. He

had no schooling or very little. He learned to read and write
when Emilie helped the boys with their schocl work in the evening.
He did a lot of reading as he got older but when he wrote he
spelled the words just like they sounded. No extra letters.
Evidently his mother didn't think schooling was necessary. It
was Emilie who wanted her children educated. Will thought all
you needed was to get by.

My dad Will was always cold when the Dakota winters came so he
wanted to go to a warmer climate. Mom said there were times when
she could hardly get a meal, he was huddled right in front of the
stove. Mom wanted to stay in Dakota. She had her own home and
she had nice neighbors, but Dad had a wandering foot. He was

never satisfied to stay in one place too long. Mom's brother Herman

Falk decided he could buy cheap land in Canada so he decided
to move to Alberta. Some of the other neighbors went to North
Dakota. So Dad and Uncle George Baum decided to come to Kansas
to look. Dad had been in Arkansas but for some reason didn't
like it. Then he went to Oklahoma and didn't like it there. The
evangelical minister there told them there was good land around
Halstead, XKansas, so they got in touch with the Evangelical minis-
"ter there and a Mr. John Bachman who was a sort of land agent.
They liked the land and bought. The railroads had land excursions
and land seekers could get special rates. After loocking at several
farms Dad bought one from Mr. Linn northwest of town and uncle
George bought one from Mr. Stone southeast of town. While in
Halstead the Linn's had asked him to eat dinmer with them. It
was winter and when Dad got home he told Mom they must be very
rich people because they had lettuce in the wintertime. He had
never heard of such a thing.

After they sold their Dakota farms a storm went through and the
farm had a lot of damage so the new owner sued Dad. A law suit
was the result. The folks moved to a neighbors place until they
could move to Kansas in the spring of 1903. Father Falk wanted
to come to Kansas with my Mother and Dad but Dad said no he didn't
want him. My Mother cried so hard when they came to say goodbye.
She never saw her father again. They went to Canada in April,
1902. He died in 1908. While we were living in the neighbor's
house, Dad sold some livestock and didn't want anything to happen
to that precious money so he put it in an empty baking powder
can, tied a twine string around the can and since there was a
cistern under the pantry of the house the other end of the string
was fastened on the 1id of the cistern. A cistern was a big hole
in the ground with rock walls where excess water was stored from
the runoff of the roof. When the folks wanted to get the money
they pulled up the string and the can was gone. The constant
moving of the twine had unraveled it and they had a hard time
getting that floating can out of the water.
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Mom always felt the lawyers were not fair to them so when they
were already in Parkston getting ready to get on the train, Mom
made one more trip to the lawyer's office. There she had the
satisfaction of telling him what she thought and taking her
diaper sachel hit lawyer Shaw across the face..

Mom and Aunt Bertha had done a lot of baking to put in the big
lunch baskets. The neighbors had a farewell for them the even-
ing before they left and hospitable Mom served some of her bakery
lunch so they tried to replace some things from the store when
they got to town. Uncle George Baum and brother Will who was 17
went with the freight car in which they had their horses, cows,
chickens, household goods, some implements, and feed for all the
livestock besides food for the two men. In the passenger car
were! Momand Dad and their five other children. Aunt Bertha Baum
and their five children too. Evidently the children got restless
at times because there were some sharp words with other passengers
and even a fight among themselves. The children ranged from 16
years to 1 year. Stopping in Kansas City the smaller children
were fascinated by the lunch counter, especially how they could
dry a stack of plates.

They got to Halstead March 15, 1903, in the morning. After being
on the train so long, as scon as they got ocut all except the
three littlest ran down the main street like a bunch of wild
indians. It was close to Easter so the store windows were quite
an attraction with Easter eggs and other Easter decorations.

The freight car didn't arrive until later in the day, but faith-
ful Evangelical church members were there to locad up and take
things to the two homes. All I remember is riding on a lumber
wagon loaded with household things and Herman Bachman was the
driver. The folks who had moved out of the house had scrubbed
the floors very clean but some neighbor boys had gotten in the
house and tracked mud all over the fleoors, and when Mom looked
close she found the corners and cracks alive with bedbugs. After
Mom got her family fed and got the beds ready she found her old
rocking chair which helped her weather many storms. She sat .and
cried bitterly. A new home among strange people. But being a
true pioneer she did her best to adjust to her new surroundings.
She fought the bedbugs first. They had no insecticides. If they
got into the joints of the wooden beds a person didn't get much
of a night's sleep. Hot water or kerosene were the only remedies
they knew. The hot water ruined the finish on the wood and the
kerosene left a bad smell.

The folks went to the small Evangelical church. Some of the
members were Stamm's, Bachman's, Farber's, Holle, Baums, MesLange.
Shortly after they moved to their new home the whole church

came one evening for a housewarming. The church was located a
block east of the corner of Spruce and Third. Dad was a dyed-in-
the wool Methodist and every Sunday he managed to drive past the
German M.E. Church at the corner of Third and Santa Fe. After

a time the urge got too strong and he would stop and get off there
while the rest of the family went on. Mom always said a family
should not be divided so we all went te the M.E. church after a
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year or so. C. Herman was the minister. Some of the German
Methodists were Ahren's, Barkemeyer's, Seiler's, Hoop's, Rodenberg's.
Warkentin's, Lohmeyer's, Meyer's, Krehbiel's, Seip's, Heyman's,
Boller's, Bauman's, Lehman's, Eyman's.

When Dad bought the place he asked Mr. Linn if the ground ever
flooded. Mr. Linn said no it never had. (The last big flood had
been in 1878) In 1903 it flooded some and a real flood came in
1904, Since some of the crops were lost, Mr. Linn did a decent
thing and Dad didn't have to pay interest on some of the money
bad owed him.

The nearest neighbors were the A.J. Hassinger's. They originally
came from Penn. and still talked the Pennsylvania Dutch which was
easy for my folks to understand. She was a very neat housekeeper
and her big house was always very "souber" which was Dutch for
clean. They had a family of two grown sons and a daughter at
home. One son, Rob, was married and living in Kansas City. The
mother often talked of the son Jimmy who died when he was sixteen.
Carrie, the daughter, was married in 1905. My mother helped at
the wedding so I got to go too. First wedding I had been to and
they really had a beautiful wedding. An arch of real flowers and
candles had been built in the bay window. The minister told them
to step back a little and during the ceremony the wax dripped on
the bride's dress. She married Floyd Shafer. Charles later
married Kathryn Thomas. Ira was a bachler but several years
later married Lydia Kanth, a clerk in Lehman Bros. store. When
the shafer's had a baby she came home to have it. Mrs. Hassinger
got my mother to come over -and help. After everything was over
they noticed the baby had a birth mark on one side of her face.
They believed tHat applying the afterbirth would make the mark
disappear but my mother had everything cleaned up. They always
seemed to blame her for not delaying the clean up. -

Other neighbors were the Spaeters. They had three grown sons.
Several vears later they had another son. Pete, the husbang,
believed that men should dominate the women. Mon used to help
Annie, the mother, cook for threashers. She always had her
potatoes cooked by 10 a.m. She would drain them and put a
spoonful of lard on them, put the 1id on and set them on the
back of the stove until noon. Her cookies were hard as rocks.
She wasn't a cook but a wonderful bread baker and she had a
heart of gold. Since Mom was one of her few friends she often
told her of the rough time she had. She worked for a prominent
Mennonite family on the farm and she was treated like a slave.
She had cut her thumb badly one time but had to keep up with the
work. When Mr. Spaeter wanted to marry her it was a release
from very hard work. The boys, Walter and Ed, often walked

over to our place evenings to play Flinch and later Rook. When
the river flooded the whole family came over and stayed a couple
of days until the water went down. Mr. Spaeter was a cousin of
the wealthy Linn's so they lived on a Lipn farm as Jong 25 the
parents lived.

Ancther neighbor was the Androes family. They lived NE across
the river,
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There was a father and two sons and one daughter. Mr Androes
came over evenings., When he went home late he always whistled
especially when he crossed the bridge. He said it kept the
spirits or ghosts away.

Will's lived northeast of us. The father, John Will, liked to
read and so did my folks. The mother was busy having babies so
didn't have time to visit. When Mr. Will came over they would
sit up late and tell of happenings in Germany and of things they
had read in the German papers, Die Germania and Die Lincoln Frie
Press. Germania had a comedy column every week by Phillip Sauer-
ampher. We always waited for Mom to read it to us. I was told
to go to bed but my bedroom was over the kitchen and the floor
had a ventilator so some of the kitchen heat could come up to my
room. T made a lot of noise bouncing on the bed so they thought
I was in bed and then I laid on the floor with my head on the
opening and listened to those stories. Now I wonder how many

of those stories were true experiences and how many were fantasies.
I especially remember the stories of the caves in the old country
and the giant skeletons they said they found and if it might be
some of our ancestors since we were all so tall. Mr., Will liked
to joke about his big family and how he made believe he couldn't
milk so his wife did the milking. One evening in Dec. 1904 after
we had been gone a few days visiting relatives near Furley, Kansas,
Mr. Will came over and told my mother they had twin boys. He was
very proud of that so my mother said, "Aber jeder strassen bub
kann kinder machen es nimt ein kluger man sie nicht zu machen."
"Every strut boy can make children but it takes a smart man not
to make them."

Many years later(1924) my youngest brother married the oldest
girl Marie. The old germans always called an older person onkel
or tante. I wouldn't call Mrs. Will tante because I said she
wasn't my aunt. After I was married to her nephew she told me,
“"now you will have to call me tante because now I am your aunt."

Other neighbors were the Miller's who lived across the pasture
northwest of us. They were English old settlers who came to
Harvey County in 1870. When we came to Kansags the family consis-
ted of the oldman, Allen Miller, who claimed he was nearly 100
years old, his son, Albert, known to everyone as "Ab", and the
o1d man's granddaughter who had been the child of the o0ld man's
daughter., She had been Loretta schoonover but was married to
Bill Libbart and everone knew her as Tiny. Many wild stories

were told of the Miller family. Ab was a blacksmith and sharp-
ened all the plow shears for the neighbors. He also was a fidler.
puring the day - could hear the ring of the plow shears being
hamnmered but quiet evenings we could hear the beautiful music

of his fiddle as he relaxed on the back steps of their cabin.

The house consisted of two rooms, one a living room, kitchen and
bedroom for the two men and a lean to for a bedroom for the young
couple. One night Ab came over carrying a lantern and woke up
my folks and asked them to stop a fight between the old man
Miller and the young. folks. My folks took their lantern and
wikéd back. with Ab., I don't know what the folks did but they
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but they restored peace. The old man started a fight because

he wanted the door open between the two rooms and the young folks
wanted privacy. There were two other Miller sons, Steve, who
was married and claimed to be on the police force in Wichita,

and Frank, who had been married and evidently had lived at

home. His mother did not like his wife and rumors were that she
poisoned the young woman and when the old lady was on her death
bed she was having hallucinations and perhaps her conscience was
bothering her and she kept screaming, "take her away." Hassinger's
were driving to church on Sunday morning and the road was a
guarter mile south and they said they could plainly hear her.
Frank Miller had also tried to mclest the cldest daughter of Dr.
Hertzler and for that some men got together and tarred and feathered
him. 'The neighbors said he sat for days by the natural spring
which was on the place and tried to wash the tar off. Water
didn't work so finally a doctor from town, Dr. Miller, came

out and used something to get the tar off. Tiny often came to
visit my mother and my mother also sewed for her. When she
fitted some of the dresses on her she noticed her back was a

mass of scars. When my mother asked her what they came from she
said when she didn't want to do what the ¢ld man wanted he beat
her. The old man always carried a long walking stick.

One day when the folks had gone to town I was alone in the house.
The old man stood on the back porch and with his long stick
knocked on the kitchen door. When I opened it he had a small
bucket of sand plums. He said, "Sissy, here are some plums for
your mamma." I emptied the bucket for him and when my mother

got home she said, "I won't use the plums. That bucket was the
0ld man's pot." When the old man died in 1908, the neighbor men
put a screen door up. It was July and many flies and they kept
the body in the home. Neighbor women came every day and sat in
the yard. My mother and a neighbor sat all day. Every 15 minutes
they went in the house and put a fresh cloth on the old man's
face so it wouldn't discolor. The cloths were dipped in a pan

of soda water. The day of the funeral, neighbor men had provided
stumps with boards laid across for seats. The casket was placed
on two tressles or saw horses under a shade tree. A neighbor
brought a bouquet of sweet peas and my mother brought a bouquet
of zinnies. Unbelievable when one:sees all the flowers at services
today. When bodies were kept in the home until service time,
neighbors or friends would come over to spend the night, usually
two couples. Coffee and cookies, sandwiches or rolls were left
on the kitchen table. Coffee stayed hot on the range. The
family could go to bed if they liked. It was called a wake or
watch. It was a nice gesture so the family wasn't alone with
their dead. The last watch I remember was in 1919 when my
brother Bill died.

Transportation was by horse and buggy or a team and spring wagon
or wagon. Many richer people had a surrey with a top or a.two-
seated top buggy or carriage. Like the top buggy which had one
seat it had side curtains which could be let down and fastened
when it rained or was cocld. We only had a one-seated top buggy
and a spring wagon which had two seats and was much lighter than
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a wagon. The team Dad brought along from South Dakota and drove
most of the time was Jim and Frank. Jim was a grey horse and
Frank was a black. When driving, Jim was always a little ahead
of Frank. Mom's buggy horse was a white horse named Nellie.
_The kids could also ride her,Flora was a mare that raised a pair
of colts, one of which, Bess, became the driving horse of the
older brothers when they had dates with girls. In the winter

a thoughtful master always carried horse blankets and when they
went to church or to town and horses stood by a hitching post
several hours they were covered with horse blankets. Many
churches had a row of sheds back of the church in which were
stalls for two horses. The north, east and west sides were
enclosed. My brothers parked their horses there while they
walked their girl home after services on Sunday evening. Usually
in front of the church was a small cement block with two or
three steps where the driver would drive alongside and the
ladies could step out of the buggy and step to the ground. Very
nice for the ladies who wore long dresses. The first ride I

had in a car was when a red touring car stopped a Harmony School
just at four o'clock and asked if anyone was going east. We all
piled in and rode for one-half mile. A thrill beyond imagination.
About 1910 after my folks were buying cars like Reo, Maxwell,
Studebakers and fords, I was hoping Dad would buy a bigger car
than a Ford which was called a Flivver or Tin Lizzie. But I was
happy when one Friday evening after high school in 1914 my

" brother Bill came to take me home in a new Ford. When we went
to town with horses we had a mile of road which ran parallel to
the RR tracks. We always hoped there would be no train coming
because if there was one someone had to get out and hold the
horses bridle or they would rear up. When cars first traveled
the roads horses would act up and the driver had to hold the
horses reins. Sometimes the car owner would be courteocus and
stop his car until the horses were past.

Saturday afternoon was the time to go to town to take in eggs and
trade for groceries or sell the butter Mom had made into one -
pound pats. When silent movies came to town some of us girls
always scared up enough money to go to the matinee on Saturday
afternoon. In the fall before cold weather it was time to make

a shopping trip to Newton. Some years it was the same day there
was a circus in Newton. Mom packed a lunch and we started early.
Horses didn't travel very fast and it was about 14 miles. BAbout
three miles west of Newton along a hedgerowwe all got out for

a rest stop. If there were public tocilets in Newton we didn't
use them or didn't know where they were. Maybe we would sneak

in someones private one in their back yard. Dinner or lunch was
eaten wherever the horses were tied. A dish of ice cream was a
rare treat and so was a cone or soda pop. It was mainly a shopp-
ing trip. Kids needed shoes from McManus or Hanlins. Everone
needed underwear and socks or stockings. Mom needed material for
comforts. Either a new one made or an ‘old one had to be re-
covered. Material was needed for aprons, men's shirts, and blue
chambray for every day shirts was used while light colored mater-
ial was used for Sunday ones. One year Mom came home with 90
vards of material besides thread, etc. Sometimes dry goods
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{(material) was ordered from Montgomery Wards or Sears Roebuck.
They also had grocery catalogues, so prunes, raisins and other
dried fruits were ordered in 251b. wooden boxes. Also big sweet
crackers and a special cookie with pink frosting. Sometimes
jelly in a small wooden bucket was ordered and it seemed to have
a wooden taste, too. Soda crackers were bought in big wooden
boxes the same size and shape as in later years held 30 dozen
eggs. Dad always finished a meal by putting crackers in his
coffee cup and adding sugar and milk or more coffee.

Peddlers came by with their horse and buggy and sold flavorings,
spices, medicines and salves. Mr. Lawrence, a cripple, also came.
He sold some new things like sago and tapioca. After buying a
certain amount he gave premiums like pretty dishes or cooking
utensils. Watkins, Rawleigh and McNess Companies also had pedd-
lers. Sometimes they would try and talk my mother onto letting
them stay overnight. They got lodging, supper and breakfast,
which was cheaper than going to town. Sometimes a peddler came
who sold yard goods and my mother liked to sew, so she always
bought some material. :

When Dad had cattle to sell buyers came and bought and then would
drive them to town either walking or on horseback. They were driven
to stockyards in town and then picked up by freight train. Mr

Hunt was the local buyer in town. Some came from Wichita. Mr.
Ahrens drove through the country and bought live chickens and eggys
and sold them to the produce house in town then owned by Frizzell's.
One fall Dad saw an ad from Texas where he could get 1001lbs, of
rice and he sent for it. My mother could fix rice in so many ways
like breakfast food, puddings, and soups and we never got tired

of it.

MAKING SOAP - All old grease or lard was hoarded only after it was
toc rancid or oily that it couldn't be used for frying potatoes

or other things. Sometimes the cracklings were used. After enough
was saved the big iron kettle was set up outside and grease, lve
and water were put in and slowly coocked. Lye would dissolve the
cracklings and after the right length of boiling when the mixture
looked like thick honey it was poured in shallow wooden boxes
which had been lined with wet white rags. By the next day it was
hardened and then cut into big bars. If there was enough clean
white grease, soap was made without boiling it and citronella

was added which gave it a nice smell. The men used it for hand
washing and it was always used for ‘dish washing. Detergents were
then unknown. Lava, castile and ivory were used for bathing.

Wash day was always Monday unless the weather was too bad. First
water had to be pumped by hand. The wash boiler was put on the
stove and filled. The washtub was put on a bench and half filled
with good warm water. Next you got the washboard and a bar of
homemade lye soap. The whitest clothes were first. They were

put on the ribbed part of the board, rubbed good with soap and
then rubbed up and down. Mom would say "rub the clothes, not your
hands" You scon learned that rubbing your hands on the board soon
rubbed a blister or some skin off your knuckles. The piece was
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rinsed off in water, wrung and put in the wash boiler to which

2 bar of soap had been shaved. Clothes had to boil to get clean.
Wwool and silk couldn't be boiled. A half of a broom handle sanded
smooth was used to stomp the clothes in the boiler and to lift
them out into a tub partly filled with cold water. By now all

the clothes had been rubbed and that tub was cleaned and nearly
filled with cold water to which a little bluing ligquid had been
added to make the clothes whiter. A& hand cranked wringer was
fastened between the tubs sc when they came out of the last rinse
water and cranked through the wringer they were ready for the wash
line to dry. If you had close neighbors there was rivalry to see
who could get their clothes on the line first. In the country
that didn't bother us but in town women were accused of hanging

a clean sheet on the line first thing in the morning so she would
be first. As soon as breakfast was over the wash was started.
Dinner was a one-dish meal cooked on the back of the stove, such
as navy or lima beans or a casserole in the oven, for washing often
took until mid-afternoon if the family was large. No water was
wasted, Some was used to mop the kitchen floor, some for scrubbing
the front porch and maybe the board sidewalk. Some was used to
wash the pots or slop jars which were bedroom necessities in houses
without plumbing. Last but not jeast the last bucket of suds and
an old broom gave the outdoor toilet or privy a good scrubbing.
Wwash day was a big day before modern conveniences were invented.
Finally a washing machine made things so easy. It was a big
wooden tub with a handle and a foot pedal. If you were clever

you could sit on a stool and keep the machine going with one hand
and foot and have a good story in the other hand. Latera fly
wheel on the machine and a small gasoline enging made washing a
Juxury if the engine didn't stop and the kids didn't get too near
the whole outfit. But the most wonderful invention was the
machine run with electricity. -

The folks often visited on Sunday with another family and had
their dinner together. When they ate at our house the mother
invariably said, "“Ess nur heut costs uns nichts.” "Eat today
because it doesn't cost us anything." When we went to their
house for Sunday dinner the usual remark the mother made during
the meal was, "Ess nur nicht alles den margan ist wash tag."
"Just don't eat everytheig because tomorrow is wash day." Good
managers had enough cooked for Sunday dinner that they could have
reheated food for wash day dinner and the stove was hot anyway
with the wash boiler on the front of the stove.

We got our first telephone in about 1906. We were on a large
party line. Every house had a differant ring and we heard every-
one's ring. Ours was — - — W& could and did listen in on
other folks conversations, especially if a young man would call
a girl to make a date. Some falked low german but we could make
out what they were talking about. 1f we wanted to talk to some-
one on another line we called the operator or central. One long
ring would get her. She would say Unumber please' and we gave
her the number. Sometimes she said “"that line is busy" or "“did
they answer? I1'll ring again". Before she dis connected the two
lines she would say "Are you waiting" or "Are you through?" We
were the first ones on the line to get a crank type phonograph.
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Dad rigged up a stool with a box on top and either the neighbors
called or he called them and he cranked the phonograph and put
on a record with the horn right up to the mouthpiece of the
telephone. Some of the favorites were the Uncle Josh readings
or Over the Waves Waltz,.

It was hard to keep some things fresh in the summer. We had a
cave and celler but Dad decided to build an ice house. There were
lots of big cottonwood trees and a sawmill came and sawed them
into boards so there was lots of saw dust too. It was double
walled and the walls were filled with saw dust. When winter came
ice was heavy or thick on the river so they sawed chunks of ice
and packed them in saw dust in the ice house. It kept things

cool until July or August, and we had ice to make ice cream once
in awhile.

All cooking was done on the wood burning range in winter and
‘summer. There was a small kitchen called a summer kitchen where
cooking was done so it wouldn't heat the rest of the house and
where washing was done. When cooking was done in the summer it
was like if today you would have the heater going in 100 degreec
weather. No electricity so no fans either. Fimally Dad bought
a gasoline stove for cooking. It had two burners. Then later a
kerosene stove which had a detachable oven which really was wond-
erful. Then they got a small ice box and they sold ice in town.
A 50 or 100 1b. chunk was dropped in a compartment on top or in
a side door. Ours held 50 lbs. The ice was covered with news-
papers so it wouldn't melt so fast. Melted ice dripped into a
pan under the refrigerator or ice box. Too bad if you forgot to
empty the pan several times a day. Then you had a floor to nop.-

My brother Bill graduated from Enterprise Normal Academy in the
spring of 1910 with high honors. He made the class speech and
the folks went to commencement. He came home when Ben and I had
the measles. Bill got them and was very sick. He was anxious to
work for the neighbors to earn money so he could go back to college
that fall and probably went to work before he should have. Then
he got the mumps that winter. When he came home in the spring,
he told my mother he had consumption. Now we call it TB. sShe
just didn't want to believe it because there was not cure Ffor it.
Then except maybe a higher dryer climate. Since brother Lou was
living in Colorado he went out there and worked at any job he
could find which was the worst thing he could do. Since then
they have discovered bed rest is the only cure. He heard of a
doctor in California who had a sure cure so he went out there.
The doctor was a quack so he came home. Dad built him a special
outdoor bedroom so he would get plenty of fresh air and he did
not have to work. He died in 1919.
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Bill liked to drive the Model T only it had to be cranked. So

he and I ran the errands, trips to town, etc. I could crank it
and he could drive it. Dad heard of a starter that could be put
on and he got one. It worked and we were the envy for awhile
lever operated by the driver
pulling the lever back and the

of other Model T owners. It was a
in the front. Some quick jerks by
motor started. My brother thought
sometimes coming - home from town.

road but one time as I had to turn
straighten the wheels and ran-into

i
I
a
a

the road. That ended my driving for
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PART TWC - The family in Kansgsas

This will be some hi lites of the family in Kansas as far as

I know it. I do mot have a great many details about the family
in Kansas, only what I have heard and a few facts from old
letters, etc, I do not have marriarge dates etc., so will

tell as best I can with the facts I have at this time., This
will not include Dad, as that will be a complete section by
itself.

4s I stated earlier, the family moved from South Dakota to
Halstead in 1903. They had 160 acres in Kansas, which is the
same amount they had in S8.D. The property is located from the
water tank in Halstead, 1 mile west, ! mile north, and 1/2
mile west. At the date of this writing,(1995) there is nothing
left of the old buildings om the property. The property was
sold after Walters death and all of the buildings were torm
down. The o0ld house was in such bad condition that it was
burned down. It had been added onto thru the years and was
pretty much in disrepair.(This is according to Walter's son
ATe)

Grandad farmed the place until sometime in the 1920s a2t which
_time they moved into town. I would assume that he still was
active on the farm after that, but do not know for sure. He
was a very active person of many talents. He did various things
thru the years. In a létter dated Nov. 13, 1911 to Dad, he
describes a bridge he had just completed. He stated that he
used 61 sacks of cement, 6000# of crushed rock, and about 8
loads of sand.{(this is no doubt wagon loads) The finished
bridge cost $70.00. A picture of this bridge is included in
this writeup. At the time of this writing,1995, the bridge is
still in use on the county road leading to the home place.

Grandmother died in 1928. I believe that she was out hanging
out clothes when she suffered a heart attack. According to
Art, Grandad use to go to Calif. in the winters to visit his
sister there. This would be his sister Mary, who lived in
Pasadena. Art said that he used to go to Chicago, he thought
to visit another sister. That would be Dora, who at this time
we have no information about. Grandmother's sister, Minnie,
w;s in the Chicago area, so it might have been to visit her
also. i

Grandad died in 1937. I do not have any of the details, but

I do remember when Dad got the call. I thought it was Grandad
Stein, as he was the only one I really knew. I remember Wm.H.
but do not remember much about him, as we very seldom saw him.
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PART TWO - continued

Dad had an older brother Bill(William E.)} I do not know much
about him as he died in 1919, long before my time. I do know
through my memories of Dad telling about him, and from old
letters, that dad was very close to him, and as I think back
he suffered a great loss when Bill died. I do not believe that
dad ever really got completely over his death. There will be
a little more about himm in this article, when we get into the
history of Dad and Mother in the San Luis vVailey.

Albert H. Bockhaus, born in 18%0, is probably the brother of
dad's that is clearest in all of our memories. He was by all
accounts, guite a character. He was in my opinion a mechanical
genious. He could build or fix anything. If my information

is correct, he went to work in the roundhouse of the Santa Fe

RR in Newton in March of 1911. I do not know how long he stayed
there. I have seen drawings etc. that he did while he was there
and they are amazing. I know that he did not stay with the

RR very many years, althoughlI believe he had worked up to a high
level of responsibility in a very short time. After leaving

+he RR he went into business for himself, and I believe it was
on east 3rd st. in Newton. He later moved into a new shop
across the street, where he stayed for a number of years.
Sometime during the years Albert changed the spelling of his
last name to Bochaus.{this is the 4th spelling that I know of)
Albert married Bonnie Wertenberg, and they had 2 daughters,
Audrey and Dorothy. Dorothy died many years ago.

Albert sold his machine shop some time in the late 1240's, do
not know exactly the date. I do remember in 1943 we were there
and he was in the ornamental iron business, and had a trailer
park on west Broadway. While we were there, Dad was looking at
some equipment Albert had made and asked what it was for. Albert
said that he had wanted to move to Arkansas and ralse peanuts,
but Bonnie had put a stop to that idea. He made a good living
out of the ornamental iron business,as he was good at it just
like every thing he built. He and Bonnie had problems getting
along together all thru the years, and after they had bheen
married nearly 50 years they divorced. After that it is my
understanding that things went down hill for him until his death.
Bonnie, I beljeve, lived to be close to 100 years of age.

Ben R. Bockhaus was born in 1893. I do not know much about

his early years, but do know that he was in World War I and
received damage to his health from gas that was used by the
Germans during that war. As far as I know he received a pension
for the rest of his life., He married Lena Wyes in 1925,and

they never had any children. At one time he owned land in Wyo.,
which he may have gotten thru a homestead, but this I am not sure.

Note- this was written before 1 received the Pemner article, so
some of the information is a repeat. Llse there is more info
about Bill in the Penner article.
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PART TWO - continued

Ben's land in Wyo. did have at least one oil well on it, which
he received money from thru the vears. Some of the family went
to Wyo. and loocked up the property in later years, and found
the location with the well marked"Bockhaus No. 1". I believe
that the property was disposed of after his death. As far as

T know, the land is located south of Gillette, near the little
town of Bill, Wyo. '

Ben had a farm near Halstead all the years that I knev him. It
was a pretty laid back operation as I remember, He was always
very quiet and very gentle as I remember. After Lena died, Ben
stayed on the old place for a number of years. The last time

I remember seeing him was in 1961 while Dad and Mother were

- back there for the winter. Mavis and I used to fly back from
Denver and Ben would pick us up at tne airport im Wichita. I
always looked forward to a visit with Umcle Ben. At that time
he ugsed to mention that he was seeing.a woman.that he thought
guite a bit of. He later married her, and from what some of the
family tells me, it was a disaster. He built a new house and
she wound up with the house and much more. From what I can
gather it pretty much ruined his life.

I must bring up something that one of the cousins once told me

about Ben's farming. He said that he used to take care of the

animals when Ben would be gone for a few days. He said that it
was differant. The animals were all spoiled. He tried to get

one of the horses thru a gate with no avail until he scratched

him under the belly. Soundspretty much standard operation for

Ben's animals. -

The only girl was Frances, borm in 1898. GShe was always kind

of Dad's favorite. I have to say, she was kind of unforgetable.

She married Henry Penner, who I always thought was a very neat

guy. They made quite a couple. They had 3 children, Florence,
Wilbert, and Bob. Penners farmed near Burton, ¥S.(Close to Halstead)
Wilbert now lives on the Penners home place. He is retired from
Cessna Aircraft.

It was always an experience to stay at the Penners, Aunt Frances
always kept vou entertqined. You never had to worry about not
feeling at home there.

She must have been pretty much the same when she was growimng up,
because I found a letter written to Bill.in 1912 when she was 14,
and she tells about Ben crying because a friend left, so she made
him a handerchief three inches square so it could wipe away his
tears. Poor fellow she adds. She goes on to say "he went down
to see Lena this evening, and I suppose she will pet him around

a bit". She signs off by saying "Iguess I did some fancy pen-
manship. I suppose it would take first prize at a fair or show".
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PART TWO - continued

Dad'd youngest brother Walter, was born in 1301. He was married
to Marie Will, and they had 5 children. They were, Ruth, Art,
Mildred, Billy, and Betty. Billy was born in 1941, and suffered
with poor health all of his life. He died in 1982. Ruth was
married to Raymond Wall, and he suffered a heart attack and
passed away a few years ago. We saw Ruth in May of this year
(1995) and she is living in Newton, where she owns a fabric shop,
which she was in the process of selling out when we were there.
art is still living in Halstead, but is in rather poor health.

T do not know much about Mildred, except that she is living in
Texas. Betty lives in Kansas City.

Walter lived on the home place until shortly before his death.

The last time I was out at the old home place he was living in

the old house. Don't know if he was still living in it or if

he had moved to the other house. The other house was moved there
years ago, and Art & Terry lived therewthen they were first married.
Marie passed away in 1954, and some time later Walter remarried.

T did not know his second wife, in fact I had forgotten that he
had remarried, until Art jogged my memory when we were back there.

Walter passed away in 1981, at the age of 80. The last few months
he stayed in town with Art & Terry. Shortly after his death the
home place was sold to settle the estate. I do not what became
of his wife after that. He was buried beside Marie in the
Halstead cemetary. iy

In summing up my memories of my Dad's family in Kansas, I would
have to rate them pretty high. As I think back over the vears
I have very good memories of the family in Kansas -

This will complete the family in Kansas, except for Dad and
Mother. She has not been discussed up to this point, but will
be a little later. Some of the family in Kansas will be
brought up from time to time in the folks history.

NOTE - Art Bockhaus passed away October 15, 1998. He was the R
one that I kept in touch with, although thru the years it seemed
that we kind of lost touch. I am very glad that we made it

back there in 1995. We kind of got in touch agein. The family
in Kansas is kind of fading away.
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Above - The Wm. H. Bockhaus family 1911 -L - R back row - William

E., Louis, Ben, Center, Wm. H., Emilie, Front - Walter, Albert,
and Frances.

Below - Ben Bockhaus and Lena, probably weading pictures




Above - L - R Roy Simouson, Alvin Baum, Walter Bockhaus, Martha
Simouson, Lester Baum, Ben & Lena Bockhaus, Bonnie & Albert
Bochaus, Wm. H. & Emilie Bockhaus,George & Bertha Baum and
Nettie Baum taken in 1921

Below - I. -~ R Back row, Ben & Walter Bockhaus, Albert Bochaus

holding Audrey, Henry Penner(Center) Lena Bockhaus, Bonnie
Bochaus, Wm. H. Bockhaus (front) Emilie Bockhaus, Marie Bockhaus

holding Ruth, and George Baum taken in 1925
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Walter, Frances . .
Wm. B., & Emilie Bockhahs Above -~ Albert, Bonnie,
) ' | ' and Audry Bochaus -
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Right - Nettie
Bockhous from Iowa,
.Albert Bochaus
“Prances Penner

Ben & Walter Bockhaus
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Above - Henry & Frances Penner

Above - Frances Penner and ' Below -~ L - R Marie & Walter :
Bonnie Bochaus Louis & Fmma Bockhaus, Bonnie é
and Albert Bochaus, Frances & -

Henry Penner, Ben & Lena Bockhaus |
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