PART FIVE - continued

Dad had five vears to pay the property off, at which time a
Warrenty Deed was to be issued. The deed was actually issued

in 1939, so believe that he may have paid the property off ahead
of time.

A road had to be built into the property, and Dad made a deal

for Rio Grande County to build it. They sent Fred Hawkins with
an old Thirty Caterpiller Dozer to build the road. AS I remember
the tractor was broke down more than it ran. They finally got
the road built and the mill that had been at Del Norte was

moved on the property.(the left hand mill)

The property had some of the best spruce timber any where, but
it was on a steep north slope. The area was very wet, and as
it was steep hillside, things such as the barn had to be built
on supports. As this was to be a long term project the site
was going to have to have numerous buildings on it. Also the
weather was a problem, as there was lots of rain, and snow came
early in the season. There was no shortage of good water, in
fact there was a problem with too much most of the time.

The first mill set was where they had built the camp. They
also had a planer at this location. The mill ran with the old
" engines that it had before. The planer was powered with an
engine from a Thirty Cat. After the first year the mill was
moved above the camp to a new site. This would prove to be the
left hand mills last site. As the weather was a problem they
built a building over the mill, and the mill was not moved out
in the winter. When it was moved to the second site, they used
an engine from a Sixty Cat. for power. I remember that  they
were started by using a bar in the flywheel.

In 1940 gasoline engines on the mill would be replaced by steam
power. ' There is an old mine above Stunner called the Pass Me
By Mine. There was a boiler still there and it would be moved
to the mill. A steam engine was picked up at Hotckiss, and
moved teo the mill. I am not sure what kind of arrangments were
made for the boiler. Dad acquired this mine along with other
property for taxes, but do not know if that had been done when
they moved the boiler to the mill.

Due to the extremely heavy snow at this site, it was decided that
they should make at least one trip during the winter to shovel
snow from the buildings. It would prove later that even that
didn't save the big building over the mill. The site where the
mill was located does not get any sunlight for several weeks
during the winter. For some other weeks it does not shine long
enough to do much good. The trip in during the winter was a
very hard trip, as it was snowshoes for some miles. The road
was open to above Jasper where the Summitville road went up the
hill. From there on it was snowshoes. I only made one trip in
and it was plenty for me. By the time night came I was ready

for_bed. Note, supplies were left in one of the cabins for the

winte ip.
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PART FIVE - continued

One thing that had interested Dad for many years was Mexico, and
he had a great desire to make a trip down there. In 1939, he
decided that it was time to make a trip to Mexico. He started

by joining the Pemex Travel Club in Mexico, which gave him access
to all the information that he would need, such as insurance
reguirments etc. As I remember, we went to Kansas for Christmas
that year, and then went on to Mexico after the first of the year.

For some reason the folks took John Harris, who lived on property
that Dbad had sold to him. As I remember, he was pretty cranky
but guess we got along with him. Dad’'s brother Ben and his wife
Lena also went along. Ben was a pretty good guy to take along,

as he always looked at the bright side of things. I remember
stopping in SanAntonio, I guess because we stopped at the Buck-
‘horn saloon, which was a place that had everything. I came across
a post card from there recently, and it kind of jogged my memory
of the place. For some reason we did not stop at the Alamo,

but maybe it wasn't such a tourist attraction that it is today.

I remember going thru some jungle country on the way to Mexico
City. I guess the reason I remember it is because one place
we stopped for gas and they had a young tiger laying on the
window sill. Just like a house cat, except it didn't like for
anyone to touch it. Lucky for me it was tied up and couldn't
get to anyone.

We went to see the pryamids and various museums in that area.
We went as far south as Puebla. Dad had hired a guide as soon
as we got to Mexico City, and as I remember he was very good,
and kept things moving, and kept us away from the traps.

We had entered Mexico at Larado, and we must have came back out
the same way, as I remember we traveled thru the same towns on
the way back. One of the towns I remember, because on the way
down we found that the town partied most of the night, and when
we got up early the next morning to leave they had shut the
towns power plant down, and had no electricty. On the way back

same town, same problem.

Coming back across south Texas a fan blade came off and went thru
the radiator.(a comman problem in those days) As we were in the
middle of nowhere, Dad bought a lot of gum, and we all chewed
gum so Dbad could keep patching the radiator until he could get

it fixed. After it was fixed, we had no more problems. I
remember that we stopped at Carlsbad Caverns on the way back. I
don't remember Ben being along there, so believe that he and
Lena must have returned to Kansas after we crossed back into

the US.

All in all, as I remember, Dad was very satisified with his trip
to Mexico, I still come acrcss things that he picked up there.
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Top photo is of Charley Johnson with one of the lumber trucks
at the first mill site at the Stunner location

Lower photo is of Dad running the plang®fr at the Stunner site.
The building directly behind the plafzser is the barn. -

As far as I remember this was the last time that the planer was

used at the mill. It was moved to the vard in town.
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Top photo is Francis arriving at the

boiler from the PMB mine. AS you can see there is enough mud
to go around. The car is the 1938 Chev that Dad bought new.
The dozer on the 1little cat was built by Francis and Lillard
Elliot when Elliot first arrived in the wvalley. The dozer was
removed during the war years, as it had some problems. Francis
rebuilt it and installed it after the war.

These photos were taken in 1940

Lower photo is of the boiler after it was installed at the mill
and before a building was built over it. The big mill building
in the background would prove not to stand the extremely heavy
snows at that location,




ot

Top photo is of the lower part of the camp at the Stunner location
This was probably taken in the fall of 1940. Snows could come
early and heavy. Dad made a trip after lumber and while he was

at the mill loading, it snowed so much that he almost didn't

.get out. When he crossed the bridge at Stunner the snow was level

with the banisters on the bridge. They got lumber caught at the
mill one fall, and had to leave the truck at Stunner and use the
cat and sled to get the lumber to the truck. One trip the cat
didn't want to start and Francis said that he and Chaarley thought
they were going to have to stay as it was getting dark. Laddie
kept going down the road and looking back as much as to say, come
on I'll lead you out. '

The lower photeo is of the same location during the first part of
1941 when they went in to shovel off the buildings.
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at the left arriving below the main cabin.
It is the one to the right, where all the supplies - for the
winter were stored. I do not know who the person on the right
'is. It could be Darley, but do not know for sure.

Top photo shows Dad

same buildings. To the left j

The lower photo is the front of the .
he snow is the building that

is the main cabin and the hump in t
was used for meat and food storage,
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The photo at the left is
Francis shoveling one of
the buildings off. This
was soon after the first
of the vear, so more snow
will soon take this snows
place.

The photoc below is of the
lower part of the camp in
1995, The firstmill was
to the right c¢f the photo.
The main cabin is the pile
of broken lumber in the
right of the picture. The
road in the right side of
the picture leads to the
upper mill site.{(the last
one used)




PART FIVE - continued

At this point T will go into some of the property dealings that
took place during the early 1940s, and later.

First I must back up and correct something mentioned earlier. I
said that a Warranty deed had been issued in 1939 on the 160 acres,
and that is true, but I f£ind that the deed was not recorded until
1945, which would indicate that the property was not paid off
earlier that the contract called for.

Tn 1940 Dad entered into an agreement on various properties that
were available for back taxes in Conejos County. He formed a
partnership with J.A. Rivera of Lajara. I believe that he had
known him from the time he lived in the Terrace. Rivera was in
the ranching business, or that is the way I remember it. He also
had quite an interest in mining. At the time he was County
recorder and was in a position to watch the tax roles. He was
not able to do anything about it, so he made a deal with Dad to
pick up the property that they would both be interested in. bad
would get timber rights, Rivera- would get pasture, and Mineral
rights, and all other things would be shared egqual. It was a
partnership that lasted for many years, and I do not ever remember
them ever having any problems between them.

One of the first properties that caught their eye was 800 acres
south of Jasper on top of Cornwell Mtn. 560 acres was in Conejos
Co. and the remaining part was in Rio Grande Co. A deal was
made with both Counties and they acguired the property. There
was no roads in the area, but the landg was ideal for logging

if a road was ever built. Around the same time they got some
Patented mining claims. In the deal was the old Pass Me By Mine,
the Asiatic Mine, and various claims. All in all there were
some 36 claims containing aprox. 480 acres in all. Some of the
land had fairly good timber and some had very little.

This completed their land deals until 12537 when 5 more claims were
added. These were in the same area so went along with the others
very well

Nothing was done with any of the aquired property until after
the war years. At that time Dad got some more claims in the Jasper
area, as well as a 40 acre piece along the main road above Jasper.

In 1945, Dad bought the property that joined on the west side of
the home place in Monte. The front of the property went from
the NW corner of the home place west to the center of the canal
that is west, and followed the canal until it intersected with
the west line of the home place. As I recall, it contained
about 20 acres. I do not remember how much he paid for the

land. (it did not have any water right)
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PART FIVE - continued

‘By 1939 the lumber yard in town had both changed and grown to

a larger part of the business. In Sune of 1939, Dad and Francis
had formed a partnership under the name of Bockhaus Lumber Mills,
and in March of 1940, Dad and Ralph dissolved their partnership,
and Ralph operated under the name of Bockhaus Lumber Co. He
would sell roofing products, finish lumber, cement, oak lumber,
and other items connected with the business. The mills would
furnish native lumber both wholesale and retail.

As the Stunner mill was only furnishing spruce lumber, and as the
season was found to be short, there was a need for more timber,
and so they found a ranch NW of Pagosa Springs with lots of big
pine timber that was for sale. They signed a contract with the
Carlin Ranch, and in the fall of 1941 moved a mill onto the ranch.
It was to be steam powered, and Dad found a Case traction engine
in the valley. Ralph had a2 semi on the road by that time, and
he moved the engine close to the ranch. Dad put the traction
engine under steam and drove it the rest of the way to the mill
site. He made it to the gate of the ranch where he got stuck.

I remember going over with him on a weekend and helping him get
it the rest of the way to the mill site. It was a very large
engine, in fact it is the only one like it that I have ever seen.
It was a compound engine, and as I remember the driver wheels
were about three feet across. The engine was located where it
was to be used, and the wheels were removed. I remember the
wheels laying beside the road into the mill site for several
Years, As I stated, it was a compound engine, which means that
it used the steam twice. First thru a small cylinder and then

‘thru a larger cylinder.

Francis had hired a man by the name of Joe Montano, and he had
proved to be a very valued employee. I cannot remember just
when he hired him, but he was working for them when they moved
the mill to Pagosa. As events were about to happen that no one
could predict or control, Joe would prove to be the best thing
that had happened to the Bockhaus Lumber Mills.

The timber at the Pagosa site proved to be all that they had
hoped for. It was large timbér, and was easy to log. The land
was fairly level, at least as logging woods went. They did have
mud to put up with when it rained, and the area did get pretty
heavy snows in the winter. The road getting to the pavement
left a lot to be desired when the weather was bad, but all in
all it was working out very well, but events were about to
happen that would change both Bockhaus Lumber Mills and every-
ones lives connected with both the mills and the family.
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PART FIVE - continued

-Just as things were getting settled at the mill at Pagosa, the
USwent to war in Dec. of 1941. In March of 1942, Francis was
drafted. The production of lumber was considered a critical
industry, and was generally left alone as far as the draft was
concerned, but Francils was drafted. Dad tried everything to get
it reversed, but nothing worked. One thing that worked against
them was that FPrancis was single. Dad always thought that his
troubleswith the Lumber Dealers, and the NRA had guite a lot to
do with Francis being drafted. As the years have gone by, I
have thought about it some, and at this point, knowing what took
place during those years, I guess that I have not formed an
opinion either way. It was a very bitter time for Dad, and
caused an enourmous amount of stress.

As the logging was easier, and the weather milder at Pagosa, it

. was decided not to operate at Stunner. Help became nearly im-
possibe to get, and Joe Montano became Dad's right hand. He did
the sawing, and anything else that needed to be done. Production
was not great, but the mill kept operating.

Supplies became harder and harder to get as the war progressed.
Everything was rationed. Dad could only get, as I remember, about
five gallons of gas per week for the car. There was stickers

for the windshield of vehicles. The car had an A sticker, which
was for a small Jamoxmtas I say I believe it was 5 gal. per week.
Speed limits were set at, I believe 35 MPH. Meat and eveything
else was rationed. Most food did not bother the folks, as they
always had a big garden and mother canned a lot. One of the items
that bothered most was sugar, because of canning etc. .During

the war was my first encounter with margarine. It could be
bought instead of butter, but it was in a bag, and was white.

With it came a little food coloring and you could mix it so that
it looked like butter. The folks had homemade butter, but did
not always have enough to keep up.

As for gasoline, I don't remember that it was a big problem, as
lumber was a c¢ritical item, Dad had gas for his truck and for
the tractor etc. With a little shuffling he could keep gas
enough. A bigger problem was tires for the truck. He could
buy tires, but they were synthetic, and didn't usually last
long enough to make it worth while to put on.

The truck that Dad had during the war was a 1940 Chev. that was
bought new by Ralph at the yard. Somehow Dad wound up with it.
It didn't have many miles, but had been used pretty hard. It
was only the begining of hard use. Dad didn't always take the
best of care of trucks, and parts became hard to get, so all in
all the old truck had a war of its own. It was nothing unusual
to have to stop and change a wheel bearing on something like
that on the way to Monte with a load of lumber., I am afraid
that with todays laws that truck would not make it very far
before it would be put off the road and the driver locked up.
Of course traffic was not a problem in those days, and wore
gut vehicles were a way of life.
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zbove - Ralph's long haul truck when he had
the lumber yard. Taken in 1941

Taken in

Below left - Nellie Ford and Phyllis.
Nellie

front of the lumber yard office in 1941

was bookkeeper at the yard.
Below right - Ralph, Virgil, Francis, and Phyllis
taken during the war. S
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1 - Road into the 160 Acres. We always
refered to it as the Stunner Property

2 — Lily Pond where Dad built the Dam in
1217. There is a good road teo it from on
top of Stunner Pass that this map does
not show

3 - The Asiatic prope




PART FIVE - continued

When the war broke out the Chevrolet dealer closed their doors,
which put Chev. owners in a bad position. C.L. Reagan had a
garage, where the city hall is, or was the last I knew, and he
kept parts. Somehow he could get parts that nobody else could
get, It turmned out to be a good thing for Dad, as he was able
to get enough parts to keep the old truck going.

Strange things happened with Dad and the old truck. He had a
habit of carrying an oldwash tub on the back to keep such things
as tire chains, jack, lug wrench etc. He also usually carried
a jug of water, because the old truck would get thirsty guite
often. Once on the way back to the mill with the empty truck,
Dad loocked back in the rear view mirror and saw smoke coming
from the tub. He stopped and found that his jug of water was
~acting like a magnifying glass and the sun had set a ccat that
was in the tub on fire. He was a little more careful with the
water after that. :

During this period of time, the Stunner mill was left idle. 1In
either 1943, or 1944, the mill was rented out. I remember it,
but don't have facts as to who rented. They cut a lot of logs
and not all of them got sawed, and were left decked in the woods.
buring this time of the mill being rented, Ralph went up and
did some sawing for them. One thing that I failed to mention
about Ralph, was his unusual ability for math. When logs are
scaled in a pile, there is an allowance for an overcut. 1In
other words, it is planned that the mill will get more lumber
than what the scaling says, depending on how close the sawyer
watches the waste. Ralph woud watch the lumber coming off the
mill and keep track of the board feet in his head. At the end
of the day, he knew exactly how many board feet he actually cut.
I don't know anyone that could do that.

AS I said the mill was rented, and they cut more logs than they
sawed. I don't remember the detalls of why, but it will play
an important part in Dad's lumber operation later.

The mill at Pagosa struggled along, and help kept getting harder
to get, as more men got drafted. It looked as though Joe might
not get drafted, but in 1944, his luck ran out, as well as Dad's.
Joe was drafted and Dad did not have anyone to depend on anymore.
It turned out that Joe's luck ran out in more ways than one. He
went thru basic and was sent to Burope, where his first battle
was the battle of the bulge, and his group was blown out of a
boat, and he suffered wounds as well as a bad hearing loss. It
was hlS first and last battle of the war, and he wound up in

a hospital in England.
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PART DIVE - continued

The war vears were not only a time of rationing, but alsoc were

a time of saving everything for salvage. Mother always cut

both ends out of tin cansand flatened them. All used tires were
sold for scrap. I remember that I made gquite a bit of spending
money gathering up old truck tires and selling them. Aas I said
before, the folks always had a big garden and nearly always had
a milk cow and a steer that they could butcher. Dad and I got
the idea of raising some hogs, and we had hogs every where. I
had one that was raised by bottle and it got to be a pet, or may-
be I should say pest. If followed me like a dog everywhere. As
I remember, we made a little money out of the hogs.

Dad's old truck kept going, but as I think back, I don't know
how. Strange things happened to it. One time Dad had a load of
RR ties coming over Wolf Creek Pass, and after he crossed the top
of the pass, he went to slow down to shift to a lower gear, and
found that he had no brakes. He managed to get it into the lowest
gear he had, but he let the clutch out too fast and the clutch
fell apart. That left him freewheeling, so he drove the truck
into the nearest bank and got stopped. The only problem was that
there was a man riding on the load, and he got scared and jumped
off and slid into the truck and broke his arm. Just another day
in the life of the old truck.

AS I stated before, Ralph had trucks on the road that were part
of his lumber yard business. In the early part of the waxr, the
Govt. built camp Hale near Leadville. This camp would become the
training ground for the 10th Mtn. Div. that would become quite
famous during the war years. Ralph had trucks there hauling
building materials from the RR siding to the building area. I
don't remember just how long he had trucks there, but must have
been a fair amount of time.

The war years took their toll on the business, and before the end
of the war Ralph started his shop business in the building that
had been built for trucks some years before. He remained in that
business for many yvears. The building was added on to in later
years.

As for Francis, he trained for desert warfare, but never saw any
action in the desert. He finally wound up in England where he
waited for the Normandy Invasion. He had been trained at Fort
Knox for tank mechaincs, and went with the 3rd Armored Div. thru
France, Belgium, and into Germany. He ran a tank recovery unit
and saw his share of bad things happen. He returned home in the
fall of 1945, and picked up where he left off in the sawmill end
of the business.

231




¥EWS LETTER
War Price & Rationing Board No. 23«1
La Veta Hotel Building
Monte Vista, Colo.

~

Fuember 1 September 16, 1943
ARITED FORCES DEMANDING MORE GASCLINE FOR INVASION

Allowance of gasoline for passenger cars has been srdered cub 20% trrough-
out the nation on "B" and "C" ration cards. Golorads is now conducting its
audit of Ration Boards, eand the check-up on the Monte Visia Boasrd was completed
by Federal Avditors Tuesdey of this week. Motorists will be asked %o return
stamps to their local board equivsiuni to the reductions specified. Reauct?ons
will also anply %o non-highway gascliuc, but in both cascs sufficient gesoline
will be allowed for actual essentiazl use.

USED TRUCK CERTIFICATES

. Effoctive Septomber 15th, buyers and sellers of used trucks, excep? salcs
to doplers, must file o cortifioate with their local War Price & Ration}ng
Board, stating the description of the truck and the spscific selling price. Yo
gasoline can be issuad to the Duyer until this certificate is on fils with the

FPrice Pancl.

Above, and continued on the folloﬁin i | i
! g page, is a typical News
Letter sent out by the Rationing board during the war years.

Notice on the following page, that members of the armed forces

on leave were allowed five 1
gallons for any one leav -
would that get them in todays world? Y © where

232




COMMUNITY SERVICE MEMBEH APPOINTED

Mrs. Dorothy S$till has been sppointod Goinmunity Service Member by the
local Office of Civilinn Defonse %o assist the locnl Ration Board in scocuring
voluntary help for registrntion and issusnco of Ration Books.

LOST RATION BOCKS
Extreme cars should be cxercised by helders of Pation Books to keep thom
at 21l times in a safe place, as the issuance of duplicntc Dooks To take the
place of those lost or stolen is becoming more difficult, and even under nresent
regulntions 1t takes about 30 days to reissue n lost book.

CRILING PRICES OF POTATORS
The Maximum Ceiling Price for San Iuis Valloy potatoes during the month of
Scpiember is $2.25 por ewt. for USone grade, with a 10¢ per cwt. reduction for
Compercial grade, and 304 per cwh. reduction for Yo, 2 grndes or lower. The
local Ration Bonrd haos a full time Price Clerk and any ianguiries relative to
prices should be directed to Mrs. Mildred F. Scott. :

SPECIAL GASOLINE RATIONS
There appeers to be much misunderstanding relative %o Special, Rations of
gasoline. Due to the necessity of conserving gnsolinme and tires, the feollowing
information relntive to spocial rations is given for the guidance of the public:
In genoral, special rotions of gasoline can be granted only to move an
~esutomobile in conncctlen with a bona fide change of the regular plece of residence .
of the person entitled to the use therecf, or %o obtain necessary modieal
attention or therenpeutic treatment. ' .
In addition, in order to wrocure special rations %o obtrin medical nttontion,
it is necessary to esteblish theot there are no pther means of srransnortation
available which are reasonably sdequnie, even though guch osther morns of Lrans-
portation moy not be so convenient, snd may de moro exnensive or require more time.
Members of the Armed forces on furlough, where such ration is necded for
transportation, may obiain not to oxceel five gellons for any single woss, lenve
or furlough. '

BOOK IV T0 BE ISS5UED IN OCTOBER

Ration Book No. 4 will be issued somctime the latter port of October, the
exact date to be announced later. All appliconts in the cast end of Rio Grande
County who nre under the jurisdiction of the Honte Vista Board will apply for
their Dooks at the Wanr Price & Retion Board office, in the La Veta Hotel Bldg. at
Monte Vista.

SPECIAL SEOE STAMPE

In general, adults are not eligible for special shoe stamps, allowing them
%o purchase shoes in excess of thoso nllowad on Ration Book I, except in cases of
those cngaged in occupation¢ where the work is hard on shoes or destructive of
the mateorial of which they are made.

TRANSPORT GASOLINE BOOKS BEING ISSUZD
T—Bools for Truck gasoline covering the fourth quarter are now being nede
up at the Ration Board, and will De mailed to all truck owners to reach them not
later thzn October late
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Above is a sample of the V mail during the war yvears. Service
men could sent regular air mail or V mail, which was a photo
copy of the letter and shrunk down in size. This christmas
card was sent in 1943, while Francis was in England waiting
for the Normandy invasion.

The following page is a letter that Dad received from an NBC
news man. Dad took exception to the way he described the bread
that they were using in Germany. He probably didn't realize
how bad conditions were in Germany. Neither did the German
prisoners that were in Monte, as they had beeén out of the war
for a long time, and things had changed, and not for the better.
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TORNAL BROADCASTING COMPANT, INC.

A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SRR VICE —’7-7

R CA BUILDING - RADIO OOTY _ELZ==——

NEW YORE B20.N. ¥

Gﬂ%@ﬁj@ /fﬁf‘/)

Dear Louis BockhauS....

Thank you for your kind letter.

You sre technically correct about German prisoners ¥OT receiving their 80 ¢
a day in CASH, No, it isn't actuzl coins, but it's paper money...scrip as -
call it...whiéh is the SAME as money in what it will buy. And if they waié
untib the end of the war they will receive it in ACTUAL GERMAN marks, if tﬁ
wish...0Re..in much better US dollars !

As for the black bread...you say the use of that ferm mekes it sound awful?
That do you thikk it IS 7 I can assure you the present black bread being
served in Germany and other parts of Europe IS awful ! It's made of potatoj
peellngs and other refuse ! I KNOW hecsuse, you see, I have heen in BEurope
much more recently than you have, I only wish that our soldlers and all tg
rest of Europe had good "RYEJ bread, as you cell it. That just isn't true
If you were to describe what they are getting to eat that way, you would b%
misleading people far more than I was. I wish you could have eaten some oﬁ
the BLACK BREAD...GERMAN black bread...whichk I have eaten over there !!

And so0...please don't think I am intentionally trying to mislead people.

T am not, I am trylng, as you say, to give the truth as nearly as I possr
can !'! Anyway...thanks for writing..and if you want to know more about som

first hand experiences over there, Iy readins my war book, "From the Lan¢
Silent People"” which you can borrow from your local library.

Sincerely...
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PART FIVE - continued

During the war years the Govt. had a German Prisoner of War
labor camp in Monte Vista. They were there for labor on the
farms and anyplace else that they were needed. Dad got to know
guite a few, partly because he knew German, and partly because
he needed extra help at the lumber yard. I remember that
there were some of them around at various times. They liked

to come out to the place because both Dad and Mother could talk
German, and partly because they were homesick and just liked

to get out amoag:, the local people. Most of them were really
nice guys, but of course they were a select bunch that were

put in that camp. War is strange, there the americans were in
Germany fighting, and Germans were in this country farming etc.
Doesn't make a lot of sense, but that is the way the war was.
At Christmas time Dad always cut trees, and he would take as
many of the prisoners along as he could. He didn't need that
much help, but they enjoyed getting out to the mountains. The
camp had some very talented people in it. One of them was a
master cabinet maker, and he built cabinets in Mothers kitchen.
He picked up various pieses of hardwood etc. around the place
and made beautiful things with them. He had very little in the
way of tools, but did beautiful work without them. It turned
out that one of them was from the area where Dad's Mother was
from. The folks used to hear from some of them for several
years after the war. One of them that came out to the placgwas
pretty young and didn't know how to drive. He used to practice
‘driving the old truck around the place, and told Dad that when
theocean froze over, he was going to take the old truck and
drive home to Germany.

In the spring of 1945, the war in Europe had ended, but of course
there was still no help available, so Dad decided that there was
logs decked at the Stunner Mill, and he and I would cut as much
lumber as the two of us could. Also he made arrangements with
Glen Watson in Monte to go up and build another building over
the mill.  This time it would be one that would stand the snows
of that location, or at least they would try.

Dad and Mother and I and my dog Betsy and old Dan went up for the
summer. By that time I had turned sixteen, and bhad bought my
first car. I bought a 1918 Cadilac from Ralph for the unheard
of sum of $75.00. It ran good, but it did like gasoline. It
was decided that I would not apply for a gas rationing stamp
because the war was coming to an end and Dad had plenty of
tractor gas, so that is what I used.

Things went pretty well for no more help than there was. I don't
remember if there was ever any more than us or not. If there was
any other help, it was not for very long. We would skid a pile
of logs to the mill with the little Cat, and when we had a good
pile we would fire up the boiler and saw them out. Wasn't a
very fast operation, but we always had lumber to take to town

on the weekend.
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PART FIVE - continued

Dad went ahead with his plans to build a new building over the
mill, and Glen Watson spent most of the summer with us while
building the new building. When it was finished, it was a very
nice sturdy building.

We continued to saw what lumber we could, but it was pretty slow
going. Dad would park the truck at the end of the mill, and as
we could, we would load it with lumber. After it was loaded, it
was pulled away from the mill and parked until we were ready to
go to town, usually on +he weekend. One time after Dad got to
town, he complained about an awful smell in the old truck. This
went on until he got back to the mill. He said that it was so
‘bad that he had to find out what was causing the terrible smell.
He” finaly pulled the seat out and found that a pack rat had been
helping him cut. The truck had been parked close to an ocutside
toilet at the mill, and the pack rat had been trading goodies
from the toilet for something that was in the truck. They always
like to trade something, but it loocked that time as though Dad
had gotten the worst end of the trade. Anyway the truck smelled
better after that.

In August of that year, we went to Summitville and got timber for
them for the winter. As we had the little tractor, we could get
into some pretty tight places and stack timbers in the buildings
at the mines. During the process, I got hit under the chin, and
for some time couldn't hardly open my mouth. They still had a
store there, and I could eat ice cream, SO kept their supply from
getting stale. Mother enjoyed staying up there as the house we
used had running water and a bathroom. The house in town didn't,
so it was a treat for us. When I got hurt, I had left the tractor
sitting in a pretty tight place at one of the mines, and Dad went
to move it back to camp. I hadn't mentioned it, but Dad never
had driven the tractor. For some reasoil he never did care to.

By the time he got the tractor back to camp, he learned to drive
it the hard way. Even after that he still never did drive it.

In the fall of 1945, Francis came home from the war. He had left
a 1940 Chev. car at home thgt was nearly new. Dad had put it in
a storage just off the planer shed in Monte and blocked it up for
the duration of the war. When Francis came home, I got to get
the car out of storage and drive it at least part of the way to
meet him. As I remember he must have come to Pueblo on the train.
I remember that getting his car out of storage was a real treat
for me. ‘

AS soon as Francis got home, he went right back to the mill. As
T remember he went to Stunner and finished the season there. As
soon as he could get the time, he gave the old truck some much
needed repairs, and the little tractor got a lot of new parts.
It had also been thru a war of its own, just like the truck.
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PART FIVE - continued

In 1946 the mill at Pagosa was started up again, still steam
powered. This would prove to be the year that steam ended at
the mills. During the summer of 1946, Francis went to Denver
and bought a new Cat Diesel engine. 1In 1945 late he had bought
a fairly new truck in Wyo. from the Govt. so newer eguipment
was showing up in the business. 1In 1946, I started hauling
lumber over Wolf Creek Pass with the old Chev. truck. It was
quite a bit improved, but still left a lot to be desired. I

was only 17 at the time, and as I think back that was pretty
scary. I wouldn' even drive a truck like that across the street
let alone haul lumber over a mountain like that today. The

dog that Francis had liked to go along, so he was with me at
times. Once about half way up the pass, I had to stop and water
the old truck, and all at once the dog jumped off the truck and
started barking and running for all he was worth up the road.

It took me by surprize as he never did that. I looked up the
road and there was a big brown bear crossing the road. I sure
am glad the dog stopped when I yelled at him, as I don't believe
that he was any match for the bear.

In 1947 the mill at Pagosa was moved a few yards from its old
location and its capacity was enlarged. I moved into the larger
truck and Francis had another truck and trailer hauling under
contract. Between the two of us we pretty well buried Dad with
lumber at the yard. Francis decided to start a boarding house
for some of the men, and one of the contract loggers wifes took
on the job. She was pretty young, and as I remember she wasn't
much of a cook. I don't believe that she ever had a meal with
out green beans and hominy. I was lucky, as I was on the road
every day and could eat in town. There were three of as bunking
in a cabin togther and my buddies wern't so lucky. On of them
was Roland Reinhardt, and the othe was Vernon Schultz. Vernon
worked for Francis for quite a number of years.

Late in the summer of 1947 the mill at Pagosa was shut down and
we returned to Stunner to complete cutting the logs that were
still decked from previous years. They probably cut some more
that same year, but do not remember. Roland had enough of the
cooking that summer, and he talked his mother into going along
‘to do the cooking. Boy could she cook. We ate pretty good as
long as she was at camp. Unfortunatly she was only there for

a short time as she returned to town when Roland started college
that fall.

When we returned to Stunner that summer, we moved the Diesel
engine along and replaced the steam engine, so that marked the
end of the steam age at the sawmills.

Francis got married in Dec. of 1947, and in the first part of
1948 we went back to Pagosa to do some logging across one of
the meadows on the Carlin Ranch. It had toc be done while the
snow was deep so the meadow didn't get torn up. That had been
a heavy snow winter so Francis's new wife was in for gquite an
experience. : : 238




PART FIVE -continued

Late in the fall of 1946 there was a lot of lumber at the mill

in Pagosa. It had been stacked to dry, and bad and I went over
one weekend to pick up a couple of loads. He had his old Chev.
and I took the bigger truck. We got there late on a Friday
night and the weather was pretty good. We decided to wait until
the following morning to load the trucks. When we got up the
next morning it was snowing and there was a lot of snow on the
ground. We loaded both trucks light and chained up both trucks.
The one I was driving was a tandem with all 4 rear wheels driving
so I went ahead to break open the road. Dad followed with his
old truck. We finally made it into town, and there was no let
up in the snow. We both decided that we would leave the chains
on as Wolf Creek was reporting very bad conditions. I went ahead
and when I got to the top of the pass, I waited for guite awhile
and Dad never showed up. I stopped a car and asked if they had
seen Dad's truck, and they said that he was stuck just above

the road camp. I didn't want to return with the loaded truck

so went on figuring that there was help at the camp. When I

got home I found that he had been gassed by the 0ld truck and
that Ralph had went over to pick him up. The only thing that
saved him was that his window was open slightly and when he

ran into the snow bank the snow came in the window and revived
him. He walked to the camp, but was really sick. Once again

he made it in spite of an old truck trying to get him. The trucks
in fhose days had no fresh air heaters. Whatever got in the

cab got recirculated. Fresh air heaters were just a year or so
away.

In 1948, I bought a new Dodge truck and got a contract hauling
lumber from the mill at Pagosa to the yard in Monte. I bought

a bigger truck than they had been using, and it workéd out pretty
well, or at least for awhile. By late Nov. I had probably about
20,000 miles on the truck when I had a little problem. I left
home probably about four in the morning to pick up a load of
lumber. It was really cold that morning, well below zerc. The
heater didn't work that well going down the west side of the
pass. When I got down off the pass and the engine warmed back
up and I got warm, I must have fallen asleep. 1 woke up just
in time to see the gaurd rail going under my front bumper. I
don't remember much after that, but it must have been a wild
ride. I came to laving in a fence with the truck side of me,
and I still remember the front axié laying side of the truck.
Some people from out of state picked me up and tcok me into

the clinic in Pagosa where I got patched up. I knew the patrol
and he told me that to be so unlucky, I was the luckest one

he had seen in awhile. He told me that there were two big pine
trees just ten feet apart and I had nmade it thru between them
without touching either one. He told me later that he wished
they would have checked me for carbon monoxide poisell. Again
no fresh air heater and the truck did have an exhaust leak.
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Above - Looking toward the Carlin Ranch from the

mill at Pagosa after it was moved to its new location
in 1947.

Below - Inside the mill in 1947
filing the saw.

. FPFrancis was
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above - Pile of lumber that the contract hauler
had left sometime during the night. During the
summer of 1947 the vard at Monte was pretty well
covered up with lumber from the Pagosa mill.

Below - Phyllis on top of one of the lunber piles
that ware stacked and left to dry.
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Above - Francis starting the Diesel enginelin
the mill at Pagosa.

Below - The same engine being moved into the mill

at Stunner to finish cutting the logs that were left
i there from before.




aAbove - Some of the logs still decked at the

Stunner mill (1247)

Below - A load of lumber ready to leave the
Stunner mill in 1947. Note-the outhouse to
left is the ongthat the pack rat shared the
with Dad during the war,. '

the
contents

|
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Above and below - Cleaning up around the mill at
Pagosa getting ready to log across one of the
meadows at the Carlim ranch. In the top photo
inthe background is the boiler and engine used
to run the mill before the biesel engine was used
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Above - Hauling logs across the meadow at the
Carlin Ranch, spring of 19248

- Below - Truck I wrecked in Nov. of 1948




Above - Dad, Francis and Lucy looking over the
damage from the winter snow. {Spring 1948) They
were never able to build a building over the
mill that would stand the winters at the Stunner
site. As far as I can remember this mill never

operated again.

Below - The same mill site as it was in 1995







PART FIVE - continued

After the war sometime, I am not sure of the date, Dad aguired
another team of horses. One of them was named Maggie, and I do
not remember the other one's name. They were a beautiful team
and worked well in the timber. Dad was hauling them from the

~ hills just above Cat Creek when Maggie's mate lost its balance
an fell thru the rack on to the ground and broke its neck. It
just about did Dad in, to lose a horse that way. They replaced
it with a horse named Mark. He and Maggie would last the rest
of the time the mills were around and beyondi. They were a
great team,.

The horses that were from the San Luis Valley liked potatos. Dad
would get culls and chop them up and sometimes mix them with
grain. The horses thought that was a real treat. He used to
take potatos over to Pagosa and the horses over there would

not eat potatos no matter how you would feed them to them.

The first year Francis and Lucy were married, Maggie and Mark
were at the mill in Pagosa. One day Lucy looked out the cabin
door and Maggie was on the porch. It almost scared Lucy out
of her wits. All Maggie wanted was some potates.

The timber at Carlins was about gone and the mill at Pagosa
was at the Palisade Lakes above the Carlin Ranch and was also
just west of town in Pagosa where Francis had bought Property.
Dad had very little to do with the Pagosa operation if anything
and concentrated on the Valley side of the operation. He had
a2 small portable mill that he used various places. He finally
built a heavy frame for it and built a building over the engine
and mill part. He could them simply lcad it on a truck and
move it to another location. It was powered by a White engine
from a surplus Half Track. He finally had something built by
White, and it worked out pretty well.

This little mill was on some of the property near the PMB Mine
in 1949. Dad and I were both there, as well as mother. We
stayed in an old school bus that Dad had picked up. That same
year or around that time he hired Claude McKenzie that had
worked for him years ago. The main telephone line used to go
thru that property, and we cut the timber along it. The wind
caught a tree and put it thru the line. The telephone men

came out to fix it and one of them was pretty upset, as that
cut off teletypes etc from Frontier Airlines. Dad's answer
was, OK we'll leave the trees next to the line and this winter
when they blow down you can come out and fix the line. That .
pretty well settled him down, as the winter was a real problem
in those days. That was before snowmcbiles. They had line
cabins in the area, but it was snowshoes to get to the cabins.
We never hear stch from the phone Co. ‘after that, in fact they
came out after that and helped clear the timber along the line.
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PART FIVE - continued

Thru the vears, Dad had scld ceder posts. I find notes from
the time he was living in the Terace, where he had cut posts
and sold them. ' '

He cut posts around the Arboles area for a number of years.

I cannot put a date on when he started there, but do know that
he bought or cut posts from that area during the war vears.

I remember one year he also hauled pitch stumps out of the
Pagosa area. They were bought by people in the valley with
fireplaces. '

I remember one time Dad was making a deal to get posts from

a place near Arboles that was owned by an old batchler. The
area around there is pretty dry, and Dad had neglected to take
any water with him that day. B2as they were looking around,
.Dad asked the old fellow if he had any drinking water. He said
that the water was not fit to drink, but he had some goats
milk that was cool. Now Dad was not a big fan of goats milk,
but thought he would give it a try. He was about half way
thru, when the old fellow said, You might be a little careful
and watch for hairs. My strainer has a hole in it. Dad said
that was it for the goats milk, he had all he wanted.

After Dad made his little mill portable, and again I cannot

be sure of the date, but it must have been the spring of 1950,
he moved the mill to the Arboles area. He had been thinking
for several years that he could sell some squared ceder corner
posts. I believe that Claude McKenzie went with him. He cut
guite a bunch of them and they did sell pretty well. I remember
Mother was over there with him, and they stayed in the little
portable cabin that Dad had built. Dad saved all the lumber,
or actually it was rough edge lumber, and thought it would be
good red ceder lumber. It turned out that it was not very
good lumber, and most of it was never used for lumber.

The area around Arboles was of interest to Dad for other reasons
as well as for posts. He had always had a great interest in
old Indian Ruins, and that area had a lot for him to look into.
At various times he would find old timbers from a ruin and

cut it and study  the tree rings. This was something else

that had always interested him. He always said that he could
tell a lot about the times from tree rings. I remember a big
tree that B was along the rcad below Jasper that had a big blaze
that bad always wanted to cut a piece out of and study. After
his heart attack, we were up there, and the Forest Service had
cut that tree. Dad and I and Mavis were together and Dad
decided that we could load the piece in the pickup. April was
along, and she was just a little girl. She stayed in the pick-
up while we loaded the log. We finally got loaded, and found
that April had taken the key and we never did find it. We had
to hot wire the pickup, and by that time Dad was pretty tired.
We made it . home with no problems, but I don‘t know if he ever
did get to study the tree rings on that log.
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PART FIVE - continued

Tn 1950 Dad made a deal with Claude McKenzie to operate his mill
for him. They set it on one of the claims above the PMB mine
that had guite a bit of good timber on it, It was easy to log
and would hold the little mill for a season. It would prove

out to be a very sucessful season.

also by 1950, Dad began looking at what could be done with the
800 acres of timber on top of Cornwall Mtn. First of all a road
would have to be built and that would be a major problem. He
had his old friend Darley give him his views on the matter.
Darley told him that he could lay out a road that was not terrible
steep by coming in from below somewhere to the east. I have
never known just what route he suggested taking. As it turned
out it didn't matter, because Dad had his own version of how

the road would be routed. He looked at the Mtn. from Jasper, and
' told Darley”Iwant the road to go right up that side of the mtn?
Darley told him that he could lay out a road there but it would
be mighty steep. Dad said that was where he wanted it because
that was the shortest way, and Darley agreed.

To build such a road was going to be pretty expensive and who
could build such a road. First things first, it had to be laid
out and right of ways had to be acquired. It had to go thru
‘private property and forest service land both. The private
land belonged to the old Marion Mining Co. that had long since
closed, although some equip. etc. was still on the property.
The road was laid out and right of ways were done and recorded.
Now the problem of how to pay for the project.

In 1950 Francis bought a new Cat D6 to replace the old faithful
Twenty Two. One of the first jobs for it was to build a short
road for Dad where Claude was sawing. This was to be for the
next years operation. I had by this time gone to work for Ralph
but went up to build the road. It was in Nov, and had been a
very open fall. We took the Cat up to Stunner and unloaded it
and I took it on up to the mill doing a little road work along
the way. I didn't get all the way to the mill the first day

so walked on up and stayed all night with Dad. The next morning
we woke up to close to 2 feet of snow. I had went up not gquite
prpared for that kind of weather. The road building was dropped
and I spent the next few days keeping the road open so they
could get the lumber out and the mill moved. We moved down to
just above Jasper where Dad wanted to build 2 road up to some
claims that he had that had a lot of good Douglas Fir timber on
them. Darley came out to lay out the road and started up thru
the timber, and everything was going fine. Dad looked at the
shortest way and wanted the road there. Darley said we couldn't
build it there, but started to lay it out. Sure enough I worked
for a day and couldn't get thru the rocks. Darley asked if Dad
would like to go his way now, and Dad agreed.
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PART FIVE - continued

T built probably two miles of road and it was a whole new exp
erience for me. I had built some road, but not like this one,
as it had switchbacks and other things that I had never built
before, but with the nice new Cat and a little common scenge
we made it. I was over the road a couple of years ago and it
is still in pretty good shape.

‘Claude ran the little mill on two differant sites for two years
and it turned out to be a pretty good operation. In the fall of
1952 Claude moved to Farmington N.M. and again Dad had no mill
operator. '

Francis moved his mill to Jasper in 1951, or at least that is
the year as I remember it. I asked Francis, and he is like me
and can't keep his years straight. He tried to get enough logs
“From the various properties that Dad had, but his mill took more
logs than they could get. Most of the property had timber, but
did not have enough to satisfy the hunger his mill had for logs.
puring this time he had Maggie & Mark and he used them soO many
differant places that all you had to do was open the tailgate of
his pickup, andMaggie would climb in. Those two horses were
the greatest pets anywhere.

During this period of time there was a big mill operating in the
town of Antonito, which was owned by a man by the name oi Leon
Perry. I believe that he was from §. Carolina, at least that
is what sticks in mymind. Dad had been in contact with him and
he wanted to look at the timber on Cornwall. Somehow I got
elected to take them in one Sunday. The only way in was over
the top from Kerr Lake. I had never been there, but was assured
that it would be no problem. They rented some horses” from Sky-
line Lodge in Platora and we proceeded. Now be assured that

1 am no cowboy or have I ever wanted to be. I soon found out
that the ones. I was taking along were not cowboys either. I
also found that dude ranch horses were not the greatest horses
either. They had their own speed and that was slow. Anyway

we proceeded and went where we had been told, up over timber
1ine and down into the property. To my great surprise we came
out at the right place. Perry had gone ahead of us as he was
anxious to look at the timber. I kept noticing that it looked
as though he was leaning over some what and it seemed that he
was getting worse. All of a sudden the saddle slipped and he
was 90 degrees to the horse. We all got a good laugh, but for
some reason he never saw the humor in it. He was at a loss as
he had no idea how to tighten the saddle back up. As I said I
am not a cowboy, but I could figure that much out. No more
problem after that. BHe liked what he saw of the timber, and ve
made our way back out. I said that dude ranch horses only had
one speed. That was true until they headed home and then you
couldn't hold them back. They knew whwere they were going and
they were in a hurry to get there.
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Above - The remains of the 1950 Mill site above
the Pass Me By MIne. (taken in 1995)

Below - Part of the road I built in 1950 north
of Jasper. (see map #2 N




Above - Another view of the road built in 1950.

(taken in 1995)

f—

Relow - The remains of the first mill site no}th
of Jasper. Mill was at this site the winter of
1950 and most of 1951. {taken in 1995)




Above - Taken in the winter of 1952 at the upper
mill site north of Jasper. They had finished
cutting the timber at this site and left the mill
there for the winter.

Below — the same location taken in 1995.

]




PART SIX - The beginning of the end of the lumber business

As things progressed we can see that the end was coming for
the lumber business as far as Bockhaus family was concerned.

In Nov. 1951, Dad signed an agreement with Leon Perry for the
sale of the timber on Cornwall Mtn. He was to pay $1500.00

down and another $1000.00 upon completion of 1/2 of the road. By
the time the road had reached the first mill site, he would put
up a total of $5000.00. This assured Dad that he would have at
least some of the money to build the road.

Francis agreed to build the road. He was probably the only one

that could build the road at a cost they could afford. He started the
road late in the summer of 1951, and completed the job in 1952,

It was a major project for one man with only a Cat for eguipment.

The road was 4 miles of 18% grade and built on a steep north

hillside, with one section of difficult rocky conditions. As I

look back, I doubt if Dad could have ever found anyone that could
have done the job as well and with the min. amount of equip.

In Oct. of 1952 the contract between Dad and Perry was cancelled.
They could not reach a mutual agreement over something, but at
this point, I am not sure what it was. Dad had until July 1953
to complete paying Perry back most of the money. 1In Oct. there

" was an agreement signed for the sale of the timber to Ted Moen,
who was logging for the mill at South Fork, Orville Jackson, who
owned Jackson Lumber in South Fork. The agreement between Dad
and Perry was released the same month. In Feb. of 1953, the
contract was assigned to Earl Pearcy, who would be the one to
finally log Cornwall Mtn. '

Shortly after the road was finished, I went with Bill Poley, who
was the forest ranger at that time, and his remark was, "I never
did believe that a road would be built up here, but if it was,
it would be built by a hard headed Swede, or a bull headed Dutch
man. " . '

After Francis finished at Jasper, he never operated his mill
again. It was later sold and moved south of Pagosa, where Francis
and I had a partnership logging for his old mill. This lasted
thru the winter of 1952 and 1953. It turned out they didn't pay
their bills and so we didn't make much out of it. I returned to
operate Dad's little mill in the summer of 1953.

Francis operated an earthmoving business in Pagosa, and later had

the Gopher Hole Gift shop and Cafe. He later operated a Bee
supply business for as long as he was at Pagosa.
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PART SIX - The beginning of the end of the lumber business

As things progressed we can see that the end was coming for
the lumber business as far as Bockhaus family was concerned.

In Nov. 1951, Dad signed an agreement with Leon Perry for the
sale of the timber on Cornwall Mtn. He was to pay $71500.00

down and another $1000.00 upon completion of 1/2 of the road. By
the time the road had reached the first mill site, he would put
up a total of $5000.00. This assured Dad that be would have at
least some of the money to build the road.

Francis agreed to build the road. He was probably the only one

that could build the road at a cost they could afford. He started the
road late in the summer of 1951, and completed the job. in 1852.

It was a major project for one man with only a Cat for equipment.

The road was 4 miles of 18% grade and built on a steep north

hillside, with one section of difficult rocky conditions. As I

look back, I doubt if Dad could have ever found anyone that could

have done the job as well and with the min. amount of equip.

In Oct. of 1952 the contract between Dad and Perry was cancelled.
They could not reach a mutual agreement over something, but at
this point, I am not sure what it was. Dad had until July 1953
~ to complete paying Perry back most of the money. In Oct. there
was an agreement signed for the sale of the timber to Ted Moen,
who was logging for the mill at South Fork, Orville Jackson, who
owned Jackson Lumber in South Fork. The agreement between Dad
and Perry was released the same month. In Feb. of 1953, the
contract was assigned to Earl Pearcy, who would be the one to
finally log Cornwall Mtn.

Shortly after the road was finished, I went with Bill Poley, who
was the forest ranger at that time, and his remark was, "I never
did believe that a road would be built up here, but if it was,
it would be built by a hard headed Swede, or a bull headed Dutch
man."

After Francis finished at Jasper, he never operated his mill
again. It was later sold and moved south of Pagosa, where Francis
and I had a partnership logging for his old mill. This lasted
thru the winter of 1952 and 1953. It turned out they didn't pay
their bills and so we didn't make much out of it. I returned to
operate Dad’s little mill in the summer of 1953.

Francis operated an earthmoving business in Pagosa, and later had

the Gopher Hole Gift shop and Cafe. He later operated a Bee
supply business for as long as he was at Pagosa.
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Above - Taken in the spring of 1953. Pearcy
wanted to clean the road so it would dry before
he moved into the timber. This photo was taken
at the same spot as the previous pictures. I
was taking my turn at running the Cat when this
picture was taken,

Below - taken farther up the road. Shows the road
as it looked before we started plowing the snow
off.
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Above and below ~-Two views of Cliff Lake on
top of Cornwall. In the lower picture Alan,
Mavis, and April are sitting beside a mound of
rocks. This is a witness corner for the actual
corner which is in the lake. To the left of
the photo is part of the 800 acres, that was

owned by Dad.
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Above - Dad standing in the timber on top of
Cornwall before any timber was cut. There was

no read into the property at that time.

Below - Taken above Cliff Lake on one of bad's
trips walking into the Cornwall property. He was
interested inthe rock formation above the lake.







PART SIX - continued

The summer went pretty well at the little mil1, There were
very few big problems, just the usual amount of small ocnes.
One of the men Ehere knewhow to operate the mill,and T let him
Saw while I was off tending to some other business. The saw

get in. I had to make atrip. to N.Mex. to get it fixed.Those

When they are not running they are pretty floppy, ang you
would think for sure they would never cut. After they are up
to Speed, they stiffen up and are OK. TIf one gets a hot spot,
(blister)‘they have to be hammered back to the proper tension.
There are very few places to have that- done, Actually Ralph
tried doing some and he got pPretty good at it. You have to
know what the steel in the saw is going to do. If the one who
is doing the hammering knows his stuff, there will not be any
- Imarks on the blade when he ig done, Today there ig brobably
better ways to do the job, but in the 19505 that was the only

Another time T had been to town with g load of lumber and got
back to the mill around hoon. As I got close to the mill, T
Saw the little tractor sitting on the hijl pouring black smoke,
I walked up to see what was going on and was told that they

had qust gotten it started when I showed up. One of them said
that the o0il was running out of the transmission, 50 he caught
it in abucket and poured it back in. I never dig ask how
clean the bucket was, I was sure T didn't want to know,

As I stated before, I hag Maggie and Mark there. We hag built
them a nice shelter in some trees; and feqg them hay ang grain
when they were being used, in fact grain even when we wern't

using them. When they were not’ being used they ran loose and

be. Every Monday morning I would have to go down close tgo
Stunner and leagd then back. They had a favorite Place across
the river where they would always go. Never had any trouble
getting them, in fact they woulg usually come to me when they
Saw me coming. T couldn't see any differance in the grass,
but they must have thought it was better. I have to admit,
they did have good taste . when io came to picking a Place

to run off to,

That turned out to be a year when we had early heavy Snow, and
had a little trouble getting things out. The mill stayed untiil
the next year. When it snowed heavy, Maggie and Mark were no
where to be found. 1 tracked them up higher, and when they saw
me they came running. There was about 18" of Snow, and they
didn't have anything to eat, I have always wonderegd about horsges

after that.
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PART SI¥X - continued

Maggie had another trick that took a 1ittle getting used to.

T don't know if she did it to anyone else Or not, but when I
would be putting the harness on her, and was working by her
front foot, she would standon my foot. Try as I might she
would not 1ift it off. In fact she would look at me as much

as to say, gotcha. T+ took a couple of times for me to get wise
to her, and 1f T hadn't been around her for awhile, I would
forget, and would have a sore foot again for awhile.

By the time fall came around, we had a pretty good amount of
lumber stored at the yard. Thru the fall and into the winter
we had pretty good luck selling. Lillard Elliot took a lot
of lumber and ran thru the planer he had. In fact during the
summer when I found that he was going to plane guite a bit of
it, I changed the size I was cutting so it would come out the
right size after being planed. When we began to run out of
some sizes of lumber, he wanted to get us to cut more.

pad and I had looked at what to do about operating the mill
the next year, and between us we decided not to try. I went
to Los Angeles in Feb. of 1954 to attend school, and Dad sold
the little mill to pete Lucero, who 1ived below the Terrace
resevoir, close to where Dad had had a mill after moving off
the cliff site. The summer of 1953 turned out to be the last
time any mill was operated by Bockhaus Lumber Mills.

As for Cornwell Mtn. Earl had a fairly large mill on some of
pad's property in 1953. They cut, as near as I can remember,
about 100,000 board ft. per week thru the seasoOn. Ted Moen

and his son did the logging. 'Eazrl had a partner by the name

of Hoyt Brown. After they shut down that £a1ll he went to

calif. and worked in the oil field near Long Beach, in fact I
went down and visited with him while 1 was going to school

out there. I don't remember that he ever returned to the valley
and the last I heard he was logging near Norwood, Colo. That
was many years ago. Lfter the first season, Earl operated his
mills in the woeods. I don't remember if he had a mill of his
own, or if he contracted, or both. He jater had a mill down
lower, and did some logging off the 160 acres near Stunner.
Moens also had a mill near Stunner at one time and logged from-
both the Forest Service and some off the lower part of the
Stunner Property. Earl- did his logging from the Stunner place
up high near where it topped over the hill. That area had not
been logged at all during the time pad had his mill on the place.

pad had started checking timber in N.Mexico some time in the
eary 1950s. I cannot remember just what year he started that
job. It got to be a bigger job each yvear and had to have
help with it. The money was good, but it was a job with a
iot of berd:-werki :
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It went on to Fort Lewis which was

This was the last mill operated by the Bockhaus family.

1 - The Asiatic Mine Property - Lake De Nolda was named by Baker
4 - Location of a 1949 mill site,.

2 -~ Location of the Pass Me by Mine
3 - Location of the 1950 mill site and also the last mill site

Note -~ the road outlined here is part of the road built by the

Jlocated at that time at Pagosa Springs.

US Army after the Civil War.

in 1953,
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above - All that remains of the last mill set.
This location is just a few hundred feet north
of the 1950 site. {see map #4)

(taken in 1995)

Below - Taken from the mill site, looking up - :
the road built after the Civil War by the US
army, on their way to Ft. Lewis. (Pagosa Spgs.)

i
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During the later Years that pag checked timber, he hag
Roelfg with hip, That toock ;3 lot of the Ioag

I Tehember, they hag Some king of partnersghi

SOmetimeg they didn'+ alwayg turn ogy
likeg for thep to,

chopping. All thry the Years, he furnisheg th

‘With trees free of.charge. It Jdign't matter what churech it was,
all they hag to do wag tell hip how many ang what sige they would
ike, ang he wouilg get thenm, He felt that wag his girf¢ to the

milag, Of course they were harg miles, ang the tryck was well
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Above - Taken inside the Methodist
after Dad had decorated it for
Christmas. Probably in 1950 or 51

Left - Dad's Christmas tree. It
was lighted and could be seem
for miles at night. 1948




PART SIX - continued

Dad continued checking timber thru the 1956 season In 1955,
there had been a bad fire thru some of the timber area, and

as I remember Dad was involved in the damage settlement with
the owners and the mills. I do not remember if there was a

lawsuit or not. I do remember going down there with Dad and
taking some pictures of the area. I do remember that it was
a pretty sad sight, as it is with most forest fires.

Dad suffered a major heart attack in the spring of 1957, He

was not working at the time. The doctors gave him very little
hope of pulling thru, but after some time in the hospital, he
was able to return home. He had other stays in the hospital,
but kept going although he never regained his health. I have
been trying to remember, but I believe Leroy Recelfs went back

to check timber for awhile after that. Anyway that was the end
~of Dad's working days. Within a couple of years, he was able to
get back to the mountains but only for a short time. T will

go into that when I tell of the disposition of the property.

Dad wanted to go to Denver and talk with a Dr. who had been
inMonte years before and so as I was living in Denver, we made
an appointment with him. Dad just wasn't sure the doctors in i
Monte were doing all they could for him. After a visit with !
the Dr. in Denver, he felt they were. He was assured afteran exam
that he was probably in pretty good hands.

Mavis and I were married the summer of 1957, and we were in Monte
pretty often, sometimes as often as every couple of weeks, so

we kept pretty close tabs on how Dad got along. Mother did just
as she had always done, and made the best of things. She digd

a fine job of looking after Dad. I am sure she had a lot to

do with him lasting several years more.

In the winter of 1960-61, Dad thought that maybe a change to a
lower elevation might do him some good. He had the family in
Kansas rent them a house in Halstead, and Dad and Mother spent
the winter there. Sometimes, I wonder if maybe he might have
been a little homesick for the rest of the family as well a
wanting a change for the winter. AS 7 remember, they flew back
and Mavis and I took the car back for them. T do remember that j
Mother was past 75 when she took her first plane ride. 8he =
seemed to adapt to flying pretty well, as she flew several times
after that. While in Kansas, Dad had another bad spell, and it
looked as though he would not pull thru that one. Ralph was
back there, and had started making plans for him to be shipped
back home for the funeral. Within a few days after that he
started getting better, and in the spring they flew to Denver,
and we took them home for the summer. Actually he had a pretty
good few months during the summer. i

One thing that I failed to mention, was that while they were in
Halstead, -they celebrated their Golden Wedding Aniversary., It
was pretty nice that they could do that where they were married

S0 many years before.
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PART SIX - continued

By the fall of 1961, Dad was not doing well at all. He was
not getting enough blood flow to the brain, and his thinking
was at times pretty well confused. Mother finally could not
handle him and he was moved to Center, to amest home. It was
actually in a private residence that had been made into a rest
home. It was operated by Mrs. Hagen. He was not there very,
long, but do not remember just how long. He was not able to
recognize people at times, and other times was very good. I
had made one of our many trips to the valley one time, and I
went to see him. He was very alert, and we had a very good
visit. We discussed many things, and he talked about dying.
He assured me that he was not ready to die, but if that was
what was in store for him he would have to accept it. I left
rather depressed, but happy that he was alert and that we had
such a good visit. It was only about a week later that he

- passed away, and was buried in the Monte Vista Cemetary. He
was buried near trees that he no doubt planted many years before.

Mother went to Pagosa, and spent a little time with Francis &
Lucy, and spent Christmas with us in Denver. I have been trying
to remember, but believe that she went to Halstead and stayed
with her sister for awhile. My mind seems to fail me at times
and I cannot remember simple things.

In 1962, we moved to Monte and bought the house from Mother.
She lived in an apartment in the back of Fern Devine's house

on Washington St. for sometime. She later moved to an apartment
on Adams St. that suited her much better. She seemed very
happy in the second place. She had given up driving sometime
before. She was never the worlds greatest driver, and as she
got older she just couldn't seem to handle driving. BShe was

at our place, and as she pulled ou of the parking place, she
ran into a tree. She decided that was the time for her to give
up driving. She learned to drive late in her life and never
did completly get the hang of it. '

Mother always liked to go to the mountains, just to get out,
and she liked to go places where they had lived and worked.
Some time aroud 1965, we decided to go to the old Pass Me By
mine. We had a camper, and took it. Just before you get to
the mine there is a very steep hill, and while going up it

we broke an axle in the old truck I had. I looked things
over, and decided that I could let it roll down into a wide
spot and if I could roll out of that spot, we could roll all
the way back to Stunner. We tried it and sure enough we made
it all the way back to Stunner. I caught a ride back to town
to get the car, and towed the pickup home. I caught all kinds
of guff about getting my mother in such a spot. She just
passed it off and said that she kind of enjoyed the day. It
rained while they waited in the camper, and she thought that
was pretty nice.
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PART SI1X - continued

While Mother was living in the Second apartment, it was handy
for a 1 and alan t0 go there after going to a movie, we
ril

She enjoyed April, because she would do homework or just sit
and read. 7Tt gave mother much neaded Company, if it wasn't

Mother woulg never admit to liking dogs, but in her apartment

. Sshe always kept little tidbits for our dog Mopsy. Mopsy wouldg
run into the apartment andg git and look at Mother. ghe would
then run to the refig. and if Mother didn't come out, she would
90 back and bark at her. Mother didn't fopl anyone, she liked
dogs more than she ever admi tted, : :

Alan and his cousin Larry used to be aroung town, ang they woulg
stop by Mother's, ang have ice Cream., alan always saig that
they inventeg ice cream with M&Ms at mother's place. He stil}
talkés about that now

Dursing home. ghe got along Pretty well at first, although it
must have been bretty hard for her to adapt. T believe that it
Was in 1976 that she fell ang broke her hip. she went tg Durango

decided not to push it. For awhile after the hip replacement,
she was completly out of it. She dign't know where she was or
what was going on, 7T thought that was it and one day she Just
Snapped out of it. Everything was clear and back to normal.

As time went on, she king of drifted out of reality, g always

Two things sup up Mother, 1 believe. One was 3z statment of
Dad's one day as he watched her walk away from the car where ye-
wWere sitting. ge Said"if there was ever an angel op earth,

She is it" “phe other one was Said by Lillarg Elliot at her
burial. ge said,"They are buring the finest weman 7 have

ever known"

Dad died October 27, 1961
Mother dieq May 22,, 1985
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Above - Dad, Mother and Mrs. critchett on top
of Wolf Creek Pass, probably in 1851. Rev.
critchett was pastor of the Methodist Church at
that time.(he took the picture)

pelow- Mother with April and Alan at our place
east of Denver around the 1st of Jan. 1962.
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There ig information about some pPeople that drifted thru the
adrea and Dad kind of adopted, or maybe they kind of adopted

mountain Property. Some of it was disposed of by Dad ang some
after his death. Some of it became PTetty complicated because
of bPartnerships.

the areg, (Clay Co. MO) Who the Hessel family was ig explained
gt the beginning of the informatiop.
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Have not connected to our famlly i
Frank Meyers of §.D. was married
to a Bockhaus no cohnection
here ags yet either,
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LeMars Public Library, 46 First 5t. S, W., LeMars, lowa 51031
pec 13, 1994

MiscC.

,Eq) U\Z)’ virgil Bockhaus
QE5 2326 H Rd :
o .sé g arand Junction, CO 81505
gf, 'g q Dear Mr Bockhaus: ]
i gg £Sorry about the delay, our 1ibrary was closed for remodelind....
gg @ 2 1 have enclosed the marriage record that you requested, also the articles
0@ g on the death of Frank Bockhaus. A
%}S f; .g 1900 Faderal Census plymouth County, JTOWa washington Twp_  Dage 1848
= 8 GEORGE BOCKHAUS  Head of household born June 1850 age 49 married 25 yrs
o Q born Germany father & mother born Germar}y came to US 1‘876
o = _8 — : in US 24 yrs natuaralized can read, write & speak English _
% o Mary wife 2ug 1849 age 50 married 25 yrs born Ireland father & mother born!
HS o ® i
- E "J’: f‘sl&lQ,Eed@ral Cepsus Plymoutn Lounty, Ia _plymouth Twp  page_188 o
‘f,o g n MARIE BOCKHAUS Head age 75 widowed  mother of 3 children, 1 1iving
w4 ) ' born Germany father & mother born Germany To UE} 1877 E.{ogsekeeper :
% < st %ﬂ Haas, Kate Foster daughter age 17 single mother of 1 child, 1 1iving !
- g born Towa father & mother born Cermany |
T W Meyers, Jennie crand child age 5 born south Dakota  father born Lux mother (é
§ Eﬁé’ 'é ®ichter, Joseph Boarder age 45 single born Ger father & mother born Ger
oga o to US 1894 Railroad laborer
= Wallace, Harvy Boarder age 26 single born Ill £ather born MO mother born 17
W i plasterer
ez o Haas, Hans Foster child age 1/12 born Ia father born ?? “mother born Iowa
,::.'u JEJ\S .g + There were no Bockhaus’ 1isted in the Plymouth Countjg , Iowa cemetery files %
'bé * e ?) No Bockhaus' listed-in the O'Brien County Cemetery fz_lel
24 8- The following is from the Sioux County. Towa Cemetery £ile: .
=0 t: BARBARA BOCKHAUS/ born 15 Mar 1850 died 19 March 1922 same stone Henry
GE) tn .: 2 ENRY BOCKHAU orn 1 May 1843 died 17 Oct 1920 same stone Barbara
8 9 Eoth the above were buried Fope cemetery at Hull, Iowa ' ) ' .
" >~ @ gwﬁwe have very little info on Sioux County but sometimes ocbhituaries did appear 1n |
g ’_'g g fé "G;])J;the TeMars newspapers for Hulll | =
‘ o
-‘% ;f.j. _8 82 checked the History of pPlymouth County, Iowa by Freeman and found NO Bockhaus'. !
(=3 ;52 - Fhank you ¢or sending the $15.00, we use any money we get to further our research
o d e
- oy gglbrary.
M 00= %incerely,
E + }% o Betty T Winterringer
28 . a Sorthwest Iowa Gen 50¢C
= o 0 @ 46 1lst 5t SW
™ EH F Pemars, Iowa 51031
Q- = <
8] - Dy -
(SRR ] ,
oocow ;
SHET
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PART SEVEN - A POTPOURRI OF MISC. STUFF

Through the years it seemed that whenever someone came drifting
thru Monte and needed a job or some help, they always seemed
te find Dad. He would pretty nearly always help them out.
times it seemed there was always someone working around that
Dad had given a job to. At times I know that Mother was not
always in agreement with Dad on that subject, and I always was
of the opinion that he at times went to far, but as I look back
on things, I now believe that he probably dld the right thing.
When the Spanish speaking people would be down on their luck,
they knew that Dad could be trusted to help them. I remember
many times when he would go to the bank and help them with a
loan. I don't know how many times he must have been let down,
but he still helped them. Some years after his death, I was

at one of the local coffee shops in town, and someone that knew
Dad told me that someone needed to pick up where Dad had left
off helping people. I have often thought about that remark,

and would have to believe that of all the things that Dad dld
and didn't feel like he had been successful at, he was after
all a friend to the less fortunate, and that probably made him
more of a success at life than anything else.

At

I often think back to the days of the lumber yard when they sold
& fair amount of lumber in Lariat. If bDad or Ralph went around
looking for someone and they were driving a car no one knew where
anyone was at. If they went to the same house when driving one
of the lumber trucks, the same ones knew where people were at,

It came down to the fact that they didn't trust most people,

but they did trust Bockhaus' Somehow that doesn't seem to.

bad a memory

I will mention a couple of men that Dad got acquainted with thru
the years. The first one was a man by the name of J.E. Gregory.
He was from Illinois, or at least that is the way it sticks in
He came there around the end of the war, but do not
remember for sure about the date. He wanted some work, and
prefarred . to do work by the job. At the time the Pass Me By
Mine still had a big building that used to be a boarding house.
Dad wanted to tear it down and salvage the lumber. Gregory
thought that would be just the thing for him, and took the job.
He stayed up there and salvaged the lumber. He did a great job.
Dad got a lot of good lumber from the building. Later Dad bid
on tearing down a big flume above Del Norte, and Gregory again
took the job. They salvaged a huge amount of timbers and metal
from the job. Some of the timbers were used when Ralph added
on to his shop. The metal was used various places. 2all in all
it turned out to be another very successful job. In 1947, the
mine at Jasper had removed most of the equipment that was left
from their operation, and Dad made a deal to clean up some of
the buildings etc. There was a lot of big timbers and various
other lumber, so Gregory again took on the job. He stayed at
the mine in one of the buildings that was left. He worked in
to the late fall, and it got pretty cold. He said not to worry
he was fine. Dad went up to check on him and found him in the
cabin he was staying in. He had died sometime probably a day

or twe before Dad got there. 276
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PART SEVEN _ continued

As Gregory seemed not to have any relation that anyone could
find, Dad made arrangements for him to be buried in the Monte
Vista Cemetary. Later he sold what he could to pay for it.
He tried to get enough money to buy a head stone, but I do
not remember for sure if he did or not. I would guess that
he did.

Some years later Dad came across a man camping above Stunner.
His name was Elwood Smith, He had a World War 2 army ambulance
that he had made into a sort of camper. He stayed around the
area for many years and got to be a very good friend. After
Grgory had died, Dad had taken an old Willys truck that he had
and stripped it down to the frame, and made a pretty nice
portable cabin on it. After the last mill was shut down, Dad
let Smith live in it. He moved down just abowve Jasper. Later
DAd needed the cabin in N.M. Mexico, and removed it from the

old truck frame. Smith got some lumber from Earl Pearcy and
built him another cabin on the old chassis. He lived at Jasper
for several years. After I got married and had a family, we

got to be very good friends with Smith. He liked our two kids

a lot, and they loved him. They called him Sniffy. He always
had hershey bars for them whenever they came up. sSmith worked
some whenever Dad needed something done around the area, and

it just seemed natural to have him around. 1In 19671 he had a
heart attack, and Headlee Wright took him in to Monte to the
hospital. He seemed to get over it and was realeased. Mother
was with Prancis and Lucy at Pagosa and let him stay at the
house for a few days. When they came home, they found Smith

had had another attack and died at the house. It was quite

a shock for mother, as it was just after Dad had passed away.
emith was buried at Crown Hill in west Denver next to his mother.
He had some sisters there, and in fact came from a very nice
family. No one could understand just why he went off to live

in the hills by himself. He just wanted to get away from things
it seemed. He was going to come to Denver and be with us that
Christmas, so it was a real let down for our kids. They thought
he was the greatest person they had ever known.

One other ome that comes to mind is an old Russian that showed
up. He wanted a place to build himself a small house. He was

a carpenter by trade, or at least that is what he said. Some
how he talked Dad into letting him build southwest of the house
out in the field. He built himself a pretty nice little house.
He always said that it was built just like a real construction
job. (his name was Wally Gall) He was differant than most,

but he was a fair carpenter. He hadn't mastered all phases of
construction as Ralph found out. He had him help with the
building of his office, and he handed him an expansion bit and
told him to drill a hole for the lock. When he was done the
hole turned out to be to big. wWally's answer was, well I drilled
it the size of the bit. He didn't know that he had to adjust
the bit. He later sold his little house to Dad, and he moved it
south of the house. It became known as the little house. Its

§?$ still there the last I knew.




TOP LEFT - A view of part of
the flume above pel Norte
before they started tearing
it down.

LOWER LEFT - Part of the flume
that they have started tearing
down,

UPPER RIGHT _ This photo is of
J. B. Gregory working on the
tear down of the flume., »a

big job that he handled well,
I have not been able to put

an exact date on this, but
believe it was 1947, but it
could have been started in
1946,
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The picture above ig of J.B. Gregory. )
Tt was found among his things after his
death. As far as I know 1t was taken in
Tllinois. Do not know who the child

in the picture is.
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Above - April and Alan with their friend Elwood Smith.
{SNIFFY)




PART SEVEN - continued

When Summitville closed down in 1947, they had a mule they had
used in the mines that they didn't know what to do with. Ralph
told them that he would take her, and turn her loose in Dad's
pasture in town. (her name was Molly) As it was getting late in
the fall, they told him that they would leave plenty of food

in case it snowed before he got in to get her. We took one of
Francis' log trucks to get her, and even though it was a six
wheel drive and chained up, we didn't get all the way in to the
mine, and had to walk the last couple of miles. When we got

to the tractor shed where she was supposed to be, she was gone.
We began to follow her tracks and she had already gone out.

She was later found south of town in a farmers field with some
of his livestock. She was smarter that we were. She knew she
didn't want to be up there in the snow. Ralph took her home
and turned her loose, but she didn't live very long after that.
Just couldn't take retirement I guess. :

The top photo
at the left sh
how it looked
in Nov. 1947
when Ralph and
i walked into
summitville to
get Molly.

i
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The lower one
Ralph in front
of the tractol”
shed, where M
was supposed
to be.




Thanksgiving 1956, at Pagosa Springs.
L to R Francis, Lucy, Richard, Mother, Dad, Mary,
Phyllis, Shirley, Ralph, and Larry.

The house is the one Francis was building with logs
from the mill above the Pass Me By Mine. The
building is still there. I believe it is a Real
Estate Office.
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Above - All that remained in 1995 of a cabin bad &
Mother stayed in when Dad worked at Jasper in the

1920s.

Below - Dad & Darley were coming down Cat Creek, when
they spotted a cub bear. He climbed the tree in the
picture, and Dad got up in the tree with it, and poked
it with a stick. We have always since called the

tree "Dad & Darley's Bear Treel
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PART SEVEN - continued

I stated before when we were at summitville during the war, we
stayed in a house with Tunning water and a bathroom, The folks
never had a bathroom until later. They had bought a pump, but
it was not used until after the war, when Francis hooked it up
and Mother had running cold water in the kitchen. 1In 1947
Lillard Elliot built a new back porch and added a bathroom.

For the first time they had hot and colgd water, and an indoor
bathroom. That bathroom was always Dad's pride and joy.

After I went to work in Ralph's shop, Dad kept the truck that
I had bought. It was rebuilt after the wreck, but always gave
trouble. It was a case of the insurance Co. rebuilding one
that should have been junked. In either late 1951, or early
1952, pad traded it in for a new 1952 Dodge truck. Tt was the
first time he hadn't bought a Chev. He liked the new truck S0
-well that he thought he would buy a new Dodge car. They were
Planning a trip back to Kansas, and Dad told Mother that he
thought they ought to buy a new car before they went. Mother
was pretty pleased about that, as the old Chev. was getting
pretty tired. When the time came to buy a car, Dad had thought
about it and decided that the old Chev. would make one more
trip. Now I never saw Mother get upset very many times, but
that was one time when she put her foot down. She informed
Dad that if he didn't buy a car as promised, she was not going
to Kansas. I think it took Dad by surprise, and he bought the
new car. I remember when he went to the bank to borrow the

the money. They said that was no problem, until Dad tolg them
that he wanted the money on a straight note, with no mortgage
on the new car. They said that they didn't do business that
way, but when it was all over, Dad got his way. It was the
last car the folks ever bought. After Dag passed away, mother
continued to drive until she had an accident, and decided that
she had better give up driving. I was glad that she did, as
she had learned to drive late in life, and was never the best
driver in the world, and as she got older she didn't get any
better. At least she gave up driving on her own, and didn't
have to be forced to give it up.

upset. As I stated she got her dander up over the new car, and
I remember one other time. 8he got very upset about g group
from one of the churchs coming around. She kept hinting that
she wasn't interested, but they kept coming anyway. One day
they came to the door, and she made up her mind that was it,

By the time she got thru with them there was no doubt in their
minds that they were not welcome there. She always said that
she felt bad after that, but at least they were not bothering
her anymore. '
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PART SEVEN - continued

As T stated at the begining of this sectiom, it is just things
that came to mind later, and is not in any kind of order, and
not about anything -in particular.

south of where Ralphs shop was, there is an area that Dad used
for a garden spot. Before he used it for a garden, there was
s Silver Fox farm there. I believe that Harris raised them,
but that may or may not be correct. Before the war fur coats
were very popular, and Silver FPox was in high demand. After
they no longeTr raised Fox there, there was a hog farm there for
awhile. That was about the time Dad and I raised our hogs
during the war. I remember that the pig I had that got to be
a pet was an orphan from there.

Somehow I acquired a Silver FoX, and had it after they were
.. no longer raising them there. As with some kids, I didn't
always do the best job of taking care of it. Dad thought I
should get rid of it and I agreed. We had made arrangements
to sell it to a place west of Pagosa, but the day before we
were going to take it over, it died. That was the end of my
gilver Fox raising.

In the early 1950s, Phillips Univ. from Enid, Okla. was locking
for a place to put a summer science camp. Somehow Dad, as
often happened, got involved. He helped them get a location
just above where Beam had his sawmill. I believe that the

property probably belonged to Fassett, but am not sure. The
one that was involved from the Univ. was Vernon Baker, also

a man by the name of Williams. Baker would beccome very much
a part of dealings with some of the claims above Stunner. I
will go into what happened to all of the property shortly.

Tn the mid 1950s, bad was contacted by a lumber Co. from Ark.

that was interested in locating in Monte. Dad became involved

with helping them get located. That was Pleasant Lumber Co.

T am sure that there was times when Dad thought that he should

not have gotten involved with them, as there was a few problems

later. All in all, I guess that it worked out, as they have

been there for forty years now. pleasant will be mentioned

some more when I get into the property. -

Thru the years, Dad planted trees around town. He planted Blue
Spruce and pretty well covered the entire town with them. As
far as I know, the Blue Spruce at the old part of the Monte
vista Cemetary were planted by him. I can drive around Monte
and pick out trees that he planted many years ago. He would
dig them on Forest 1znd and transplant them. T doubt if

the Forest Service would allow that anymore. I think it may
go back to his days of farming, but he was very succesful at
transplanting. He had very few failures.
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PART SEVEN - continued

Around the time Ralph's first daughter was born, I tried to

get them to name her Susie. Of course no one paid any attention
to that idea, so I looked for someone else to carry that name.
The folks always had some cattle around, some for meat and some
for milk. Around this time one of the cows had a calf and I
asked if I could name the calf Susie. As Mother and I were
pretty much taking care of the cows at that time, Mother agreed
that the new calf would be Susie, Now as Susie began to get
bigger she also got pretty spoiled. After she became a milk

cow she had a few ideas of how things should be. When it came
time to milk her, all I had to do was bring out the grain bucket
and she was there. The only problem with that was that she
didn't come in to get milked, she came in to eat. You had to

be fast when milking her, because when she got done with her
grain, she was done with the milking too. She would turn around
- and walk out and leave you sitting there, If you didn't open
the stall for her to get in to be fed, she knew how to open the
gate herself and she was in waiting to be fed.

The place in Monte had gquite a number of buildings on it, and
one of them was a small building that'was just across the ditch
south of the lumber yard. A man by the name of Bill Barger
lived in it. He passed away while living there scmetime around
1839, I can't remember the exact date. After he passed away
and the building was no longer being used, one end was made into
a stall where they could keep a cow. The big advantage to this
was that there was electric lights, and in the winter it made
it a little better for milking. I remember one cold winter
night, Mother and I had finished milking and would leave the
cow inside out of the cold, not that it was much better in the
building. I noticed that there was a light bulb just above the
cows head and I suggested that it might be nice to leave the
light on to help keep the cow warm. Of course Mother was not
for that idea. Sometime later the light did get left on and

I can still hear Mother asking if I had left it on to keep the
cow warm. I hadn't, but I don't believe that Mother ever did
believe me. '

During the time the folks had milk cows, they decided that they
needed to get a cream separator. It was on the old back porch
they had at that time, and when they first got it, I thought
it was great fun to crank it. It didn't take very long to find
out that it wasn't as much fun as I first thought and stayed
away from that job as much as I could.

Another job that I stayed away from as much as possible was
keeping the wood box in the kitchen full. It seemed that it was
always empty. The old wood cook stove was great in the winter
but not so great in the summer. One of the things I guess I
remember most and disliked most was getting the bath tub out

on Saturday night and taking a bath in front of the old cock
stove. Some things about the good ©ld days were not so good

in m{ memory. One of them was the good old guthouse when it
was 40 below outside. I often hear people talk about having a
sears catalog out there, we were not that well off, we had a

Montgomery Ward catalog. 286



PART SEVEN - continued

At this time I will go intoc what happened to the mountain
property that Dad had. Some of it was involved in partnership
with others and became pretty complicated, especially after
Dad's death. I will start with the 1/4 section known as the
Stunner property, as it was probably one of the first to be
disposed of.

I need to back up a few years, as there was one thing that
took place on that property that was rather interesting, but
had nothing to do with the property dealings. Sometime before
the war, I believe it may have been either 193% or 1940, a group
of people from the Nazarene church in Monte Vista made a deal
with Dad to cut some timber which would be sawed into lumber
for a new church. They camped below the mill site on Forest
Service land. I have no idea what kind of deal they had, and
'if they cut some timber from Dad's land or if they cut Forest
Service timber. I would guess that they cut from the Forest,
but this is only a guess. The minister at that time was a man
by the name of Paul Cobb. He later became an army Chaplin
during the war. I know that he was in England but do not know
what happened to him later. I remember while Francis was in
England, he wrote that he had seen, and that part was censored
from the letter. Mother wrote and asked if it was Paul Cobb
and he sdid that was right withoutimentioning any names. That was
aproblem with mail coming from overseas at that time. BSome of
the letter mightnot be there if they thought it was something
that shouldn't be mentioned.

As to what happened to this piece of property. As I stated
before Ted Moen cut some timber from the NW corner of -the land
and this was as far as I know in 1955 and possibly 1956. The
contract was signed for cutting in 1955, but they may have cut
some after that. Earl Pearcy cut from the upper part of the
property, ‘but I am having a problem putting a date on that. I
believe that it must have been after he was thru on Cornwall,
and that was 1958. In my mind I think that he logged off the
Stunner land in 1957 and probably in 1958. Sometime after
that, and again my mind fails me, Dad disposed of the property.
This was after his heart attack, and he felt that there would
not be any more timber taken off the property. He had an
offer from someone that wanted to buy, and I remember that we
discussed it at some length. He was in bad health and his
financial status was not the best, so he sold. As I remember,
he received $4000.00 for the property. I have no idea who it
was that bought it, but it sticks in my mind that it was some-
one from around Wichita, but this may or may not be correct.
Dad hated to get rid of any of his mountain property, but it
was something that he felt he had to do. .I have no idea who
owns the property now, but I do know that nothing has ever
been done with it., I have been up there several times, and

it just stays the same. The buildings of course were all crushed
by the snow long ago. The road is still in pretty good shape

except for wooden culverts that have rotted out, and the upper
end has a lot of trees that have been blown across the road.
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PART SEVEN - continued

I will go to the property above Jasper next. Dad had gotten

a 40 acre lot just west of Jasper. Jasper Creek runs through
it and the main road to Platora cuts across the center of it.
During the time that Dad and Francis were in partnership, the
land was divided in half. Francis had the west half and Dad
kept the east half. Dad alsc found some mining claims north
of this area, and as they had quite a bit of Douglas fir timber
on them, he went to Ric Grande County, and made a deal to pay
back taxes and get title to them. He made the deal that if he
picked up the back taxes, that they would keep the taxes low
enough that he could keep them up later, after he had logged
them. I was never very well up on these claims, and did not
know just how they laid, in fact still do not.know much about
them.

First, what happened to these claims. As I told before, I built
a road into this area in 1950 and Dad and Claude McKenzie cut
the timber over a period of a couple of years. Dad kept his

end of the bargain, but the county continued with high taxes,
and as far as I know the property went back to the county for
taxes., During that time there was a lot of prospecting being
done around Summitville, and the last I knew these claims were

- picked up by some of those working that area. At the time
Darley was still around and he watched those thlngs and kept

me informed as to what was going on.

As for the forty acres, Francis built a pretty good cabin on
his half when he had the mill there in the early 1950s. When
he moved the mill from there and after the Cornwall road was
finished, he sold his half to 2 of the people from Phillips
University. The last I knew, they still have the property.
The cabin Francis had is still there, but has been moved away
from the road. Across the road there is a very nice cabin
that is used every summer.

On Dad's half, Earl Pearcy had his mill on the SE corner the
first year he cut on Cornwall. During this time the railroad
in Alamosa was getting rid of a lot ofCabooses and a minister
in Center by the name of Wisehart had gotten one of them and
had no where to put it. Dad finally let him put on the west
side of his 20 acres. He told him to put it there and just
use it. He told him that they would figure out something
later. They made a pretty nice cabin out of it and everone
was welcome to use it, which a lot of people did.

While the mill was there, Earl built a cabin on Dad's propery.
Actually it was just a typical sawmill shack, but when he was
done it was left there. During this period of time Elwood

Smith moved his cabin on the property near where Earl had his
mill. He stayed there until his death in 1961. After his

death, and I do not know the date, Ralph took Smith's cabin

to the Santa Maria lake above Creede when he belonged to the
trout club there. It stayed there for some time, but wasn't

up to the clubs standards, and he had to move it. 288




PART SEVEN - continued

After Dad's death, Mother was at a loss as to what to do with
the mountain property. The 20 acres was finally deeded to me,
and I first had to find some property lines. Darley was the
expert and he started helping me find property lines. We first
started with the Jasper property. He helped me find what looked
like an old corner and I went from there. The first thing that
I found was that the cabin that was left from the sawmill

was either partly across the line or it could be completely

on the wrong side of the line. The land next to this land was
owned by Ted Larick and as we got along pretty well it didn't.
worry me to much. I considered what to do about the caboosge
problem, and decided that I would divide up with them. They
got 10 acres, and I kept 10. Some of the same family still

own the Caboose, and a lot of people still use it including our
son Alan and some of his friends.

As for the cabin on the east line, I decided that I would tear
it down and use the lumber. We had it pretty well down when
Mavis got a call asking why we were tearing down a cabin that
belonged to someone else. We found out that the county had
put the cabin up for taxes as they had no idea whose it was.
After some hurt feelings the county agreed that they owed some
taxes back to the one that had been paying. I was talking to
Larick about what had happened and being the old cowboy that
he was, his answer was to thank him for paying the taxes, and
tell him to get off the property.

I kept my 10 acres for several years, and had the idea that
I would someday build a cabin there. As the years went by

ny situation changed guite a bit, and T decided that the 10
acres would have to be sold. I still hate that it is gone,
but as the years go by, it is pretty doubtful that I would

have ever built on the property. Sometimes things have to

be done that we don't want to do, and selling the 10 acres

has to be one of them.

The next property I will go into is the Cornwall Mtn. land.

By the time Dad passed away, his partner Rivera had also died.
That left his share of all the land Dad and Rivera had together
in the hands of someone else. Right away there was trouble
over the land that was still in their names. I guess that I
will have to correct a statement that I made about Mother only
getting upset a couple of times that I remember. Well add
another, because she told Rivera's relatives how she felt

about how they were treating her after Dad passed away. It
may have helped some, but not much. There were only 2 properties
that were still in the old partnership, and Cornwall was one
of them.
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PART SEVEN - continued

one time thought about doing a cleanup operation and cut more
timber, but that didn't brove out. He was contacted by Pleasant
Lumber about using the road to move some Forest Service timber
to the mill in Monte. Dad made an agreement, but there was one
problem., The bridge across the Alamosa river had washed out

and would need to be replaced. Most of the bridge was sti1}
there and could be replaced without additional material. I

had some vacation time that I had to use up, so agreed to stay
at the caboose and work on the bridge. Mavis and I and the

twe kids stayed there for several days.while we did the bridge.

bPad hired an old employee of his to help, and he brought the
truck out every day from town so he could bring anything we
were needing. Dpag was a little better and made the trip about
every day in the car. we got the bridge done without much bad
happening. The bridge lasted for guite a few Years, but in
recent years washed out again.

Pleasant hauled logs off Cornwall for quite awhile, and Dad
got a fair income from it. I do not remenmber just how much
he charged, but both sides were happy with the deal.

I had made a deal with Marion Mining to clean up the old eguip.
and what buildings were left, so we did that while the truck
was going into town every day. I had planned on salvaging
some of the lumber, but while burning some scrap lumber the
rest caught fire. That made cleaning up the building pretty
easy, but didn't get much income from the lumber., :

As I stated before, after Rivera's death the partnership went
bad. Mother was at a loss as to what to do with Cornwall..
After Pleasant finished with use of the road there didn't seen
to be any chance of further income from Cornwall. Mother

was talking about just wanting to be rid of the property, and
Ralph told her that if she only wanted to be rid of it, he
would take it. She deeded her interest to Ralph. He had no
idea what he was going to de with it. As there was a lake on
top, he tried fishing there, but as far as I remember never
had any luck. He finally had a chance to sell his interest
and decided he would be better off without Cornwall Mtn,

I have thru the years lost track of what has happened to the
broperty, but understand that it is still private owned angd

that there has been Some problems with use of the road. People
used to go up to the lake, but whoever owns it now has shut

©off the rcad. 71 understand that there is also problems with
Property owners in the area over access top crossing the river

to get to the road. at this time, I haven't looked into any

of this. 7T know that there are a lot of new pPeople in the area.
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PART SEVEN - continued

At this peoint, I will try and explain what happened to the
mining claims that Dad had. First I need to back up and tell

a few things that took place with this property before Dad's
death. Both the Pass Me By mine and the Asiatic mine property
had big buildings that had been boarding houses when the mines
were operating. As I remember they were pretty much identical.
The one at the PMB was taken down in 1945 By J.B. Gregory. The
one at the Asiatic was not taken down until later. Some of

it was taken down in 1946, but as I remember it was not all
taken down that year. It was taken down by various parties
from town. Dad had sold a piece of land from the NW corner

of his west place in town to Claude McKenzie. He built a small
‘house there and some of the lumber came from the boarding house
at the Asiatic. Note; this piece of property in later years
was acquired by Bill Hamiliton, and as far as I know he still
has it.

In 1949, Dad and I cut timber from the property around the PMB
mine. We got about all that was available without spending a
lot of money getting to it. In 1950 Claude Mckenzie cut from
two claims above the PMB. Francis later cut what timber was
available in the area.

The Asiatic property had two lakes on it and was a very pretty
area. Dad and Rivera had talked about doing something with
the lakes. In 1946 I took the little tractor up and built the
east dam up. There was a small dam there, but was not much.
We also built a dam at the west lake. I don't remember if there
was any dam there before or not. As I remember there was not.
WE went back in 1947 and built the dams a little higher. Dad
also found out that the west dam was across the line on Forest
Service land. At the time it was not muoch of a problem, but
in later years it became a big probiem. In 1947 while we were
working on the dams, Rivera pulled a few strings and got the
state to bring some fish up and try stocking the lakes. The
only way that they could do it was to also take part of the
load to the head waters of the Alamosa River. At that time
the road to the mine property was the road that had been built
around the turn of the century by the mines, and as far as
the mines it was passable, but on to the river was not much
more than a trail. After the state truck unloaded part of
the fish at the Asiatic, they went on towards the river.
Vernon Schultz was up there with me and we went with the truck
to help get the fish to the river. After we went a short dis-
tance fromthe west lake we started across a bog, and of course
got stuck. The one that was ramroding the operation from the
state was a little under the weather from the altitude and too
much beer. His solution was for the driver to unload some
of the weight, which of course was water from the fish tank.
The driver and both of us objected, but he reached over and
dumped most of the water in the mud hole we were already stuck
in. 2 big help he turned out to. be. Vernon years later talked
about that what a smart move that was. Anyway we got the fish

stocked where they were supposed to be.
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PART SEVEN - continued

One of the people involved with the Phillips Univ. summer camp
along the Alamosa river was Vernon Baker. He was very interested
in the claims that Dad had and was trying some way to get an
interest in them. Dad at that time was not at all interested

in getting rid of any of the property, so Baker went to Rivera.
Some how and I still have never figured out how, Baker bought
Rivera's half interest in the claims. This took place in 1956,
but Rivera kept his mineral right for 25 years, after which he
had no claim to the property.

Baker's main interest was in the Asiatic property, which was

and still is a very prime piece of property. As I stated before,
the road was no bargain getting there, but that was about to
change. 1In 1957, the Forest Service built an all weather road

to the Asiatic for future logging. It continued on to the head
of the Alamosa River, and also hooked up with the Park Creek
road which made a complete loop to hiway 160 above South Fork.
Baker made a deal with Dad in June of 1958 to buy his interest

in the Asiatic property. I believe that that was around 15 or

16 claims. As I remember he didn't want to get rid of that piece
- of property, but his health was very poor, and he knew that he
would never do anything with it anymore. Thru the years, Baker
has inproved the lakes and cleaned up the property, and has
built cabins for the family. As I stated before, the west dam

is on Forest land, and they gave Baker a bad time. He tried

to get a use permit, but they would not cooperate. As the years
went by, they hauled logs from the upper Alamosa River, and

the long trucks could not make the turn back towards the Park
Creek road. The Forest Service needed to go on the Asiatic
property and make a loop so the truckscould make their turn.
Baker told them no way, unless you issue me a use permit for ,
the dam. After some time a deal was worked out and he had his J/f”
use permit. :

As for the fishing, I have never heard how it is. I would guess
that Baker has it stocked, but do not know. There is plenty

of good water there. Unlike other mines in the area, this one
has good fresh water coming out of it.

A little side item, in 1951, at least I believe that was the
year, Francis was doing some logging at the Asiatic, and I took
the D6 cat and opened the mine up. A couple of days later,
Francis and I went in the mine. We could not get completely
to the back because of deep water in the back of the tunnel.
Everything is just as they left it when they were mining. All
the rail and pipe are in place, and as I remember there was

a timber car still on the track. Back in the back it looked
like there was some drill machines still there. 0f course
within a few days the mine closed itself up again. The rail
and pipe etc. are all in good shape due to the pure water

on that side of the mountain. Not so on the PMB side. I will
go into that alittle later.
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PART SEVEN - continued

The Pass Me By mine is the larger of the two mines. . Both had
been owned by the same Co. The PMB had operated first, and was
under lookout mountain. The dump shows that it is a pretty
long tunnel. The reports that I have heard is that it is about
one and a gquarter mile long. I have also heard that at the
time it was being operated, that it was one of the better
tunnels in the state. As far as I know it never produced any
mineral of value. Darley claimed that lookout mtn. does not
carry any ore, as it was burned out when it was formed. That
would explain the colors that it carries. All information that
I have ever heard about both the mines, was that they sold a
large amount of stock, and made their money from that. That
may or not be fact. I do know that they did sell stock.

During the early 1950s it was discovered that there was an
unknown amount of old dynamite still stored at the PMB. It had
‘been covered by dirt when the old powder magazine had caved in.
As T remember it was dated around 1906. In 1953 Dad became
worried about this and contacted the Dupont Co. They sent a
man in to look it over. He set a charge in the old powder ana
set it off. It made a pretty big hole and lifted out one tree
roots and all. His comment after that was, if anyone ever asks
if old dynamite is dangerous, there is the answer.

The old mine has been caved in at the entrance for as long as
I have known anything about the property. It flows a pretty
big stream of water,and it is bad. It has so much iron in it
that it kills all living things anywhere it flows. We tried
several times to ditch it in one directiomn, but it is only a
matter of time before it fills the ditch with solids and goes
its own way, killing anything in its way. The water in that
area is all loaded with iron. It all flows into Iron Creek,
which explains how it got its name. Up higher on some of the
claims there is both good and bad water, sometimes coming from
the same area.

After Dad's death there was again the problem of what to do
with the property. There was only 5 claims that were still in
the old partnership. all the rest were in partnership with
Baker. That made things a little better, as he could be dealt
with. I was in constant contact with Darley, and he was still
able to get out and about. We made some trips together and
he got me started in the right direction for finding where
the claims were. I spent about all of my free time finding
the claim corners. Most of the ones with any timber left were
in a very inacessable area. All of the timber had been cut
where it was acessable. The Forest Service had laid out sale
areas around the claims, and they furnished me with estimates
and maps they had made up. At the time they had no plans for
any road building in the area, and had no estimate as to when
they would have sales in that area.
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PART SEVEN - continued

We decided that the first thing to do was to get the partner-
ghip taken care of. Several things were suggested, one of them
was that Baker might buy the entire group of claims. Baker's
main interest was first the Asiatic, which he already owned.

As he was a geologist, his other interest was in the mines. After
some thought, he declined to buy the entire group of claims.

As the Pass Me By property had already had the timber cut, a
trade was made. He took the group of PMB claims and mother kept
the remaining claims, In some ways this was not a very good trade
as the claims that Baker kept had a road thru most of them. It
did however clear up the old partnership om all but 5 claims.

The remaining claims went to the top of the hill at nearly tcimber
line and went on the other side for some distance. The. forest
Service had sold timber right up to the private property and it
had been logged. That left a strip of timber with a road all the
way to the private property. I contacted Orville Jackson in
South Fork, who owned Jackson Lumber., As he was a very succesful
mill cperater, I thought that if anyone would be able to cut this
strip of timber, he would. We made a trip up to look things
over, and he said that he did not feel that the timber was worth
him cutting. It was up pretty high, therefore, was not very

tall timber and probably ran pretty heavy with rot. The timber
.that had been cut up against the property showed the same problem.
While we were up there, he looked over the other property and
looked over the maps of the area. He felt as we all did that the
property would not be worth logging until there were more roads
in the area. He also was concerned that even with roads in the
area, the land was steep enough that logging could be a problem.
Even if it was logged, there could be some erosion problems left
behind. None of this was a real surprise to me, as I had been
over the entire area several time, and felt the same way. The
Forest Service had mapped outroads into the area, but had no
estimate as to when they would be built. With all of this in
mind, the idea of logging the property was pretty much dropped.

After some time had passed, Mother decided that she would 1ike
to just get out of her part in the property, and turned it all
over to me. As time went on there did not seem to be much of
a chance of doing much with any of the property.

A map by the name of Louis Bass from the same area as Baker, was
interested in finding a place to build a cabin in the area. We
went up and looked over the site where the last mill had been,
and he thought that would suit him just fine. I let him have
those two claims. He did a little road work and built a very
nice summer cabin on the site. The site needed a lot of clean
up, he left it the way it was. He said it didn't bother him.

What te do with the remaining claims remained up in the air.
They were not accesable. The road thru the PMB property went
to far away to be of any help. Tt was the old road that had
been built after the civil war and after it passed the mine

it was in pretty bad shape. The lower part of the claims
weuld be suitable for cabin sites, but again no road.
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PART SEVEN - continued

To build a road across Govt. property was getting harder each
vyear, and more expensive.

Taxes on this property had not been a problem, but that was also
changing. Conejos County had gotten by for years leaving this
property alone. As the years went by they were under more and
more pressure to get more revenue. They had no- choice but to
start raising taxes on this property.

After Bass built his cabin, he became interested in the rest of
the property. After some time went by, the rest of the claims
were turned over to him. That left only,  the five claims that
were in the old partnership. These were finally turned over to
Someone from the same area as Baker. At this time I cannot seem
to recall his name.

As to what has happened since, not much has changed. After some
years, the cabin Bass built went up for sale. The last time I
was up there, it was still for sale. I do not know %f that in
cludes the rest of the claims or not. As for the five claims, a
cabin has been built where the PMB property joins the five claims.
Not the most ideal site for a cabin, but guess it has worked out.

The Forest Service has sold timber in the area, and roads wvere
buitt im the area of the claims. The logging operatior has left
gtiite a mess and the roads were closed off after logging operations
were finished. After looking at the mess where the area was
logged, I am glad the claims were left alone. I doubt .if any
thing will ever be done with them. They look pretty good left
alone.
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Above - View of the Asiatic mine taken in 1947.
The big building was the boarding house, and it
was almost identical to the one that was at the

Pass Me By Mine.

Below ~ View of the Dam at the lower lake at the
Asiatic. This was taken just after a top coat of

fill was added in 1947
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Above - The west Lake
at the aAsiatic taken

in 1947, This lake was
later named Lake Annela
by Baker in honor of
his wife.

Left - bad checking the
Dam at the west lake in
June of 1948. A top
coat of £ill was added
to this dam in 1947 also.
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The picture above shows the dump at the Pass Me By
Mine. From the looks of the dump there ia a very

long underground workings. I have heard by some that

it is a mile or more deep.

The lower picture was taken from the PMB mine looking
acros4 Iron creek to the last big block of Dad's
claims. When I was up there in 1995 there had not
been anything done with the property.

298







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1956

Dear Mr . Bockhous:

I am more than grateful to you, to Mr. Pearsoll
and Mr. McDonald, for combining to send me
the beautifully mounted ox shoes to hang in my
barn at Gettysburg. 1 am delighted to have
them, particularly because they were found on
an old trail in Colorado.

To all of you, my sincere appreciation of your
kindness in sending me anp intriguing and interest-
ing gift, and for your hope that the ox shoes will
bring me good luck.

With best wishes,

- Sincerely,

Mr. Louis B. Bockhous
Monte Vista
Colorado

Dad, Al Persoll,& 0.C. McDonald made up a nice framed set of
Oxen shoes and sent them to Eisenhower when he was President.
The letter above is the one Dad received. from Eisenhower.
Note - Eisenhower was familiar when the area, as he used to

go fishing with Ted Eckles who was a long time resident of
Monte Vista.
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This last section is a history of the Hessel family. I received
this information just this summer from Shelley Lindsey, and am
very grateful to have received it.(1997) I never knew anything
about the Hessel side of the family, so it has been of great
interest to me.

As a matter of information, my mother's mother was a Hessel., Her
name was Kathryn .Hessel. She was the daughter of Conrad Hessel
who came to this country from Germany in 1843, and settled in
clay county MO in 1847.

In 1949, we made a trip to MO, as mother wanted to visit her
aunt Tille. I have for some time tried to put in place who

Aunt Tillie was. I am sure at the time I had it straight, but
time had erased that. After looking thru the Hessel information,
I at last have it cleared up. Tillie was married to Kathryn's
brother Louis. I remember her very well, as she was along in
years, as I remember past 80, and she was very active. She
still kept house for Anna and Elmer, and she stayed in an up-
stairs bedroom in the old house. Elmer as far as I know never
married. I can't remember if Anna ever married or not. When

we were there it seems to me as though Anna may have been working
outside the home, but do not remember for sure.

Tillie was really Louise Matilda, but the only thing I ever
remember any of the family calling her was Tillie.

I guess the reason I remember the trip back there so well is
because I had broken my leg that fall, and had a cast well above
the knee. T was on crutches and could not bend my knee. It
made for some rather awkard. situations at times. Not very
far from the farm there was the old home place of the James.
That was where both Frank and Jesse were born. Dad found a
man in town that was related to them and also sort of loocked
after the old home place. As it was winter and the place was
all locked up, he said for us to go ahead and go out and loock
around all we wanted. That sounded fine, but I remember we
had to crawl thru a fence. That must have been a sight with
my leqg in a cast and on crutches,but I wasn't about to let
that stop me from such an interesting mission. I would guess
that the place is a real tourist trap now.
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in 1853, locating first in Lafuyette county, but settled in Clry county
the following year. He died here in 1877 in the seventy-second yeur
of his age. His wile, who wasa Miss Brittyann Howe before her mar-
riage, lived to reach the age of 66, dying in 1870. They were hoth
members of the Old School Presbyterian Church, and are buried
at Mount Gilead, Clay county, Mu. They bad a faumily of five chil-
dren, four sons and one duughter; the daughter is dead.

JACOB HESSEL (pEcEASED)

{Late of Xearney Township).

Oun the 136h of August, 1881, died at his homestead in this county,
Jacob Hessel, where for over 25 years he was known as one of the
Lighly respected and infinential citizens of Kearney township. He
wus o man who achieved success in life solely by his own exertions
and personal worth, and his intelligent appreciation of the conditions
and opportunities of life around him. From early circumstances but
little or no better than the average of those of the youths among
whom he was reaved, he rose to a creditable degree of success in life,
both in standing and influence. He came of a well respected German
family, and was the youngest of five children, born February 14, 1824,
in Germany. In 1845 he left the country of his nativity and came to
Ameriea, locating in Clay county, Mo., in 1846. He was a farmer
Ly occupation, but when the news of the discovery of goid in Cali-
fornia reached the citizens of this county, he was drawn into the tide
of Western emigrants, and went to the golden coast of that far-off
Eidorado, remaining for three years. However, be then returned to
Clay county, and here made his home until his death. Successful in
the muaterind affaivs of iife, be had accumulaled 216 ucres of land, all
of which is new under fence, and 160 acres are in cultivation and blue
grass pasture.  On October 16, 1855, he had been married to one of
the fairest daughters of the old Futherland, Mrs. Malin Bauman,
whose maiden name was Moeller. Their family consisted of seven
ehildren : William is now 1n Denver, Col.; Louis is a sbtuodent at
Central Wesleyan College, nt Warrenton; Carrie is attending the same
school ; Mary is living with her mother; Jacob died September 15,
1888 ; Edward and Henry live on the old homestead and carry onthe
farming and stock-raising operations. They sre enterprising and
progressive young agriculturists, and have achieved quite a reputation
i the stock busiuess, having sold during the past year two car loads
of eattle and one of hogs. Mr. Hessel was a member of the Bethel
German M. E. Chureb. His wifé and her children are counected with
the same denomination.

CONRAD HESSEL

(Farmer, Post-oflice, Kearney).

Me. FHessel is another example of what energy, industry and perse-

verance, when intelligently applied, have accomplished for those of
.. {,':.-'; T o T -
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foreign birth who have seen fit to locate within the boundaries of this
country. Like many of the oldest residents of this county who have
become possessed of means and gained a competence sufficient to en-
able themn to pass their later years in ease and retirement, is a native
of Germany, having been born there February 8, 1821. Other mem-
bers of this family bave also settled in Clay county from Germany,
mention of whom is made elsewhere. The youth of Conrad was passed
as those of other youths of the country, zud when 22 years of age he
left the place of his birth and emigruted to the United States, locating
first in Ohio, in 1843, and then in 1847 in Clay county, which has con-
tinued to be his howme for a period of about 40 years. His beginning
in this county was indeed an humble one. Poor in purse, and by no
means thoroughly couverseut with the customs of this country, lLe
commenced at onee with characteristic thrift and industry to situate
himself comfortably in life, which he has done, Lhough at a cost of
many years of hard toil aud labor. The fruit of his success is now
seen in the handsome homestead which be owns, a beautifully culti-
vated farm of 525 acres. In 1855 he was married to Miss Christing
Heiuz, and to them were born seven children: Fred, KXathrina, Eliza-
beth, Courad, Louis, Barbara and Christina. Three of these are mar-
ried, viz.: Frederick married Miss Katie Weber, and is now engaged
in furming in this county; KElizabeth, wife of Q. H. Weber, also a
farmer, and Kathrina, now Mrs. William H. Stein, whose husband is
pastor of the German Methodist Church at Hays City, Kas. Conrad

is superintendent of the Sabbath-school connscted with the Bethel M.
B, Church, of which Mr. and Mxs. Hessel and their children are mem-
bers. His domestic life has been one of great contentment and happi-
ness, and he hag rearved a worthy family of children. A progressive
farmer and an intelligent citizen, he is held in high respect by all who
know him.

JOFN L. HODGES
{Stock Trader, Post Office, Kearney).

It was as early as 1826 that the family of which Mr. Hodges was 2
member settled in Clay county. His parents were among the pioneer
settlers of the county, and became well-to-do and highly respected
residents. of Fishing River towuship. His father, Judge Hodges,

" gerved as au officer in the Black Hawk War, aud was afterward elected
a judge of the county court for a number of terms. He was one of
the most popular men in the county, and was elected by au almost
uunninmous vote of the people. He died here in January, 1878, His
wife, whose maiden name was Liouisana Lingfelter, of German descent,
died in April, 1881, in her seveuty-seventh year. Judge Hodges bhad u
fine farm of some 400 acres, most of which is still in possession of the
family. He was a slavebolder before the war and a man of strong
Southern feeling, though he toak ne active part, on account of bis
advanced years. Still, he enlisted in the State Guurd, for home pro-
tection. He was an earnest and consistent member of the Old School
Buptist Chureh, as was also his wife. He was quite zealous for the
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THE GENEALOGY OF SIX GERMAN-SWISS FAMILIES
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Preface

This genealogy of six families that originated in Germany and Switzerland is
offered to descendants who are interested in their heritage, Thirty ancestors who
emigrated to this country more than 125 years ago constitute the first generation
since little is known about their families prior to departing for America ., This gen-
eral history covers all six families which were bound together by intermarriages.
Brief histories of each family, along with family trees, although issued separately

are part of this genealogy.

The idea of preparing family trees originated with & review of the extensive
vital statistics recorded in a ledger book by my mother, Emelia Hessel Nolting,
during the 1930s. In addition to dates of births, marriages, and deaths, she colleci-
ed letters, clippings, and photographs. The vital statistics she recorded were in-
"scribed on specially prepared forms which were mailed to selected members of the
several families. They were asked to check names and dates, fill in missing in-

formation, and bring the record up-to-date.

Unfortunately, any records kept by our ancestors have been lost. Some brought
their Bibles, but it seems all except the Hartel Bible have disappeared. Information
about branches of some families was not readily available. This necessitated a
search of public records, correspondence and visits with older descendants, and
checking old church records, early newspaper files, and state and county hisiories.
Gathering and piecing together various bits of information made pos sible the de-
velopment of a fairly complete genealogy. While this history covers only the earlier
years up to about 1920, the family trees are complete (except as noted) through
1972. The arrangement of the genealogy is explained in the last section of this
general history. New names will be added with the passing years, marriages will
take place, and family members will die. Such changes, together with corrections
and missing data, should b e reported to the descendant whose name and address is
given in each-of the family histories, Hopefully, a decade or so from now someone

will update this genealogy.

Preparation of the family genealogies, a tremendously interesting task; could
not have been undertaken without the assistance of many descendants: I am in- °
debted to my mother, who died in 1944, for the extremely useful information she
collected. Grateful acknowledgment is made for the generous assistance of family
members who kindly supplied data for several branches of their family trees. Flora

Hessel, for example, prepared the entire record of the Jacob Hessel family. Iwantto
express my sincere thanks to them and also to more than a hund:red other descendants
who supplied data for their families. Finally, I am grateful to my wife, Mamie, for her

encouragement and help in the preparation of this record and for-typing the final drait.

This genealogy provides a means of ascertaining relationships and also should give
us a better appreciation of our heritage. Though many of our forebears have passed
away and others are scattered far and wide, all of us share a common legacy of

memories and close ties that bind us together.
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~Wuerttemberg. IRMINGEK (10)--—Rudolph Irminger, his wife Su

The Genealogy of $ix German-Swiss Families

Our Ancestors Came to Clay County

Twenty-four members and six in-laws of the families in this genealogy emigrated

from Germany and Switzerland between 1842 and 1855 and settled in or near Clay

County. They formed two German-speaking communities~--one at the Bluffs {Mt.Zoar),
three miles southeast of Liberty, and the other at First Prairie (later renamed Arley),
10 miles north of Liberty. All of the first and most of the-second generation members
of four families have died. Many descendants of all six families live in the Arley
community and in the Kansas City metropolitan area, while others are scattered round
the country. '

The first to reach this country were three families from Switzerland: Rudolph and
Susanna Irminger and their five children; Jacob and Catherine Marie Weber and two
children; and the Henry Miller family with four children, It seems these families met
on shipboard during the 40-day Atlantic ocean voyage to New Orleans. Changing to a
Mississippi steamboat they arrived at St. Louis in the autumn of 1842, The Webers re~
mained in St, Louis for the winter, while the Irmingers and Millers came up the Missouri .
River with the intention of going to Weston, but the Irmingers disembarked at Liberty
Landing and the Millers went to Andrew County, Missouri. The Miller family is not
included in this study, but two of the children later married into the Irminger and Weber

families. The Weber family came to Liberty Landing in the spring of 1843.

Four other families came from Germany. Frederick Hartel, age 34, came to First
Prairie in 1842, He was followed in 1845 by his parents and four brothers and sisters.
Also in the fall of 1842, Conrad Hessel and his sister Eva Barbara emigrated to Chio.
Eva married a2 Mr. Hoff in 1843 and moved to the Bluffs in Clay County, while Conrad
returned to Germany to get his brother Jacob. They made the trip to Liberty Landing on .
ships by way of New Orleans and St, Louis. William Nolting came from Germany in
1854, followed soon by Herman Neudeck.

Most of our ancestors were young when they emigrated to this country. Nearly two-
thirds were under 30 years of age. Of the immigrants, including in-laws, nine were "
under 20 years old, nine were between 20 and 29, three from 30 to 39, seven from 40 to -
49, and two were over 50 years old. Six were born before 1800, 22 between 1800 and
1839, and two after 1840. Abraham Hartel, 68, and his wife Mary Amelia, 67, were the
oldest. The youngest newcomers were the five children.of Rudolph Irminger, ages 3 to
13; the two sons of Jacob Weber, Samuel 17 and Henry 15; and Herman Neudeck, probably
about 10 years old. The elder Irmingers and Webers were from 43 to 48 years old. |

’I‘he 30 German-speakmg immigrants in the six families were: HARTEL (8)}~-Abraham .
and Mary Amelia Hartel and their children, Peter, Elizabeth, Fredenck Catherine, and |
Jacab, who probably came from a small village west of the Rhine River in the vicinity of '
Worms in the present state of Rheinland Pfalz. Agnes Selle, wife of Louis Hartel, came
with her parents from the Kingdom of Saxony in 1853 and settled near Cameron. HESSEL(
Conrad Hessel and his wife Gottliebin Heinz; Jacob Hessel and his wife Mary Bauman; &I
Eva Barbara Hessel, who married Frederick Hartel in 1845. Eva was a sister of Conrad .
and Jacob. The Hessels and Conrad's wife probably came from what is now Baden- ;

sanna Hoppler, and thexr

3006

-



J

five children, came from Switzerland, Rudolph was born in Wildegg 15 miles west of
Zurich in the Lenzburg district of Canton (state) Aargau. Three of Rudolph's children
married immigrants--John to Katharine Hammel of Darmstadt, Germany; Henry to Anna
Frances Miller from Canton Aargau, Switzerland; and Elizabeth to John Brenner from
Neuhofen, Bavaria. Anna Frances was a daughter of the Henry Miller family that came
over with the Irmingers and Webers in 1842, NEUDECK (lj--Herman Neudeck was born
in Germany and came with his parents in the mid 18505, NOLTING (I)--William Nolting
emigrated in 1854 from the village of Eisbergen in Lower Saxony, Gemmany, and settled
at Dalton, Missouri. WEBER(5)--Jacob F. Weber and his wife, Catherine Marie, cane
from Switzerland in 1842 and with their sons Samuel and Henry settled at the Bluffs,
Samuel in 1847 married Anna Emily, daughter of Rudolph and Susanna Irminger, and Henry
married Mary Hammel from Darmstadt, sister of Catherine who married John Irminger.

Also prominent in the Arley community was the Neth family that emigrated from the
state of Baden-Wuerttemburg, Germany. The first was Michael Neth and his wife
Margaret and three children (Jacob, Sr., George, Sr., and Conrad), who came to Liberty
Landing in the early 1860s and settled in the Arley community. George Neth, Sr, married
Catherine Schmitt who had come from Germany in 1854 with her parents Werner and
Gertrude, and the three lived for a time with Conrad and Gottliebin Hessel.

The second Neth family was that of J. George Neth and his wife, Mary Sauiter,
who were married in Oeschingen, Wuerttemberg, in 1864 and came to the United States
in 1888 with their young sons George, Adolph, and Carl. Three other sons (Jacob, Jr.,
Conrad, and William) had come a few years earlier. Jacob, Jr. worked on the farm of
George Neth, St., son of Michael. Conrad found employment on the Valentine Moog
farm and William worked for a time for Otto Weber. (The Neth family is not included in
this report: a family tree and history may be available later in 1973}.

Since little is known about the forebears of our emigrating ancestors it seems
logical to consider the 30 persons who came from Europe as the first generation, Several
slight changes were made in surnames and English equivalents replaced German names.
The emigrant Irmigers as early as the 1860s added the letter "n". In recent generations
some ‘Hessel and Hartel families have added an extra letter "1". William Nolting's

- name was Heinrich Friedrich Wilhelm Nolting. He dropped the first two names and

changed the spelling of Wilhelm. In other families such given names as Ludvng changed
to Louis, Johann Heinrich to John Henry, Maria became Mary, and so on. The spelling
of surnames in this genealogy i s that used by most branches of the several families.

Why They Came tc Missouri and What They Found

_ . Our ancestors left no record of why they decided to leave their homeland and come
to Missduri to settle‘at the very frontier of westward expansion. They were among the
thousands of German-speaking people who emigrated during the two decades after 1840.
The situation in Germany, however, indicates they came in search of @ better life, equal
of rights, and more religious and political freedom. They probably were disheartened al:
by the failure of the movement in Germany in the 1840s to create a republican form of
government, Widespread distress, poverty, and crop failures on farms added to their
woes.. In any event it seems they came with no expectation or desire o return to their

homeland. ' . , 307




4

There is another reason for the German emigration to Missouri. This was & report
published in Germany in 1829 extollingin glowing terms the attractions of Missouri as
a place to live. It was written by Gottfried Duden, who was born in Mulheim in 1785
of wealthy parents. He believed Germany had an excess of population and he sought :
to persuade Germans to come to this country where land was plentiful and cheap. Fail- ,f
ing in his attempts to obtain reliable information on conditions in this country, Duden
decided to make a first-hand study. '

Coming to Warren County in 1824, Duden bbught 270 acres near Warrenton, Missouri,
built a home, and farmed for three years. He returmed to Germany in 1827 to sell Mis-
souri to his countrymen. Some typical statements in his report were: "The State of
Missouri, on account of its clear sky, is much more conducive to good health than is
Germany.......There is no cause for fear of any kind of political hinderance...German
immigrants are always welcome here..... Even a foreigner may acquire land."* On the |
grounds of the county courthouse at Warrenton is a large bronze plaque commemorating -
the work of Duden "in promoting Missouri as an ideal spot and inspiring a large number

of Germans to emigrate to Missouri,”

Our ancestors and thousands of other Germans came to Missouri in the 1840s. Mis- |
souri in 1821 had become the second state west of the Mississippi River. Clay County,
organized in 1822, was on the frontier; what is now Platte County was Indian territory.
The first settlers in Clay County probably came in 1819, chiefly from Kentucky, and
_ during the next decade more southerners arrived bringing their slaves. The first land

grants were made in the mid-1820s, ILiberty, a small village, was the county seat;
formal incorporation came in 1829, Three-fourths of Clay County was a wildemess of
large oak, walnut, and other trees that sheltered bear, elk, wild turkeys, and deer.

The Missouri River was the principal trade route. On the bend in the river three |
miles south of leerty -a place known as Liberty Landing was established in 1826 where |
steamboats could unload and take on passengers and goods. On the bluff overlooking
the Landing the federal government in 1836 erected an arsenal consisting of 12 buildings |
to sefve as_an outpost or fort. In the 1850s a tobacco warehouse and a hemp factory :
were built at the Landing.** Mt. Zoar, also called the Bluffs, where our Swiss-bom
ancestors settled, was about a mile east of the Landing.

Across the river was Independence Landing, a principal point of departure for
Santa Fe Trail traffic. Toward the end of the 1830s Westport Landing {at the foot of
what is now Grand, Walnut and Main streets, Kansas City, Missouri) became the head
of trade to the southwest and Oregon. Among other developments was the imprisonment
of Joseph Smith, Mormon prophet, in the Liberty jail for four months in 1838. The first |
"Negro slave auction in Liberty apparently was held in 1835 on the steps of the newly
built courthouse. Such auctions were held annually until 1859 or possibly 1861.

J

* Makers of America-Builders of a New Nation, 1801~1848. Encyclopaedia Brit-
annic Educational Corporation, 1971, p.125.

**Ruins of the arsenal at Liberty Landing are to be found on top of the bluff a short :
distance west of Highway 291. Below these ruins across the railroad tracks on what was
formerly the banhk of the river is a large rock where steamboats docked. This landing
place was partially destroyed in 1906 by government engineers but two large hooks
." embedded in the rock seem to prove this was where our ancesiors disembarked
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When our ancestors came to Clay County the frontier was about to be pushed west-
ward. The Oregon trail had been opened in 1841 and Kit Carson and Jim Bridger served as
guides for wagon trains starting from Westport Landing or other points, going west on
this trail as well as on the Santa Fe and California trails. The present site of Kansas
City, Kansas, was occupied by the Delaware Indlans, and in 1843 the Wyandottes came
from Ohio. Westport Landing in 1845 became the port of entry to the Mexican border.
From 40 to50 steamboats a week landed men and goods at the levee for service in the
Mexican War (1845-46). But even as late as 1860 Kansas City, Missouri, had a pop-
ulation of only 5,000 compared with 3,000 for Weston. Other happenings in the 1840s
include the rains and flood of 1344, the founding of the Liberty Tribune in 1846, the
establishment of William Jewell College in 1849, and the gold rush to California in the
same year. Two of our ancestors, Conrad and Jacob Hessel, joined a wagon train on
the three-month or longer trip. The James boys, Frank and Jesse, were born in the mid-
18405 on a farm near Kearney. The population of Missouri jumped from 384,000 in 1840
to 682,000 in 1850.

Their Life as Fammers

Our ancestors supposedly came from small villages or farms in their homelands.
Their first concern upon reaching Clay County in the 1840s was to acquire farm land,
which the government sold at $1.25 an acre. Land bought from an earlier settler cost
up to $6 an acre. A 160-acre farm may have had less than 40 acres of tillable land be-
cause of the wilderness. The chief crops in the early days were corn, hemp or flax. and
tobacco. Farming was hard work--clearing land of trees, building homes, and planting

and harvesting crops,

Much of the government land in both the Arley (First Prairie) and MtZoar communities
was acquired by settlers during the years between 1825 and 1840. It is believed, however,
that Conrad Hessel at Prairie and Rudy Irminger at Zoar bought some land from the govern-
ment in the 1840s. The largest landowner in the Prairie area was David M. Bevins, bomn
in Kentucky in 1805, who had 5,000 acres. Bevins in the 1850s erected a large brick
plantation-type home-a mile east of Arley and had quarters for slaves near the house.
When Jacob Hessel died in 1881 he had 600 acres. In the Zoar community the largest
landowner in the first decade of this century was John Lindau with more than 500'acres.
Other large holdings at Zoar in the early 1900s were 300 acres for William Irminger and
240 for Samuel Weber. Fred Hessel in 1920 owned 1,250 acres in the Arley area and his
brother Conrad had 440 acres. -

Life on the farm did not change much during the several decades prior to the First

‘World War. About the time of the war the farmer's year began in the spring with the
planting of corn in early May; cultivated three Himes, it was “laid by" in early July.
By this time wheat and oats were ready to cut with a binder and the bundles were
shocked to dry. The threshing season started in late July. A steam engine pulling a
thresher went from one farm to another with farmers helping each other with bundle
wagons and pitchers. The bundles of wheat were hauled to the thresher, and the grain
was hauled to the farmer's granary. Hearty meals were prepared and served to the
workers by the farmers' wives. Meanwhile, hay was cut and stacked or put up in the
~ barn loft. By late August the farmer had a little free time to attend camp meetipg‘”at ,

-Arley and Chautauqua at Plattsburg. Then in September wheat land was plowed and.
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disked for sowing another crop of wheat, some of the com was cut and ﬁut in silos,
and later the remaining corn was either husked or cut with a corn knife or binder and
shocked. Aples were picked, crated, and stored in the cellar.

Miscellaneous farm chores included mending fences; cutting down trees and sawing
wood for the kitchen and the "front" room stoves; milking cows twice a day; feeding
horses, cattle, hogs, and chickens; and pumping water from wells for the stock. Hogs
were butchered in December by the farmer for his own use and hams and sides of bacon
were hung in the smoke house. During the slack winter months the farmer had some
free time to work on harness in his tool shop, to shell corn, and do other inside work.,
The farmer's young sons would set traps for skunks, muskrats, and possum. In early |
spring as weather permitted, the farmer prepared fields for planting corn and thus began
another year of sowing and harvesting. Sunday was always a day of rest and going to |
church; a farmer would not work in the field or do other work on The Lord's Day.

Weather was an important factor in farming. Often there was too much rain at the
wrong time, or not enough. Crops could be ruined; wheat in wet shocks might sprout
and most of the crop lost. Mud was a part of life for every person. Children walked
a mile or more to school on muddy roads and farm feeding lots had deep mud. Roads wez
often too muddy for wagons and for motor cars as well, '

The farmer's wife had a hard lot, what with cooking meals on a wood-burning

" or kerosene stove, planting and tending a garden, gathering eggs and feeding chickens,
and sometimes working in the fields. She also sewed much of the clothing worn by her -
children and husband. The younger children would assist her with these and many other
chores, while the older children worked in the fields and helped with the stock. "

Farming was a good occupation up to the very end of the year 1320. During the
First World War and Yor two years after it ended the demand for farm prodicts meant
a good income for the farmer. Some farmers acquired additional acerage and most
farm families bought their first automobile. The boom came fo a sudden halt at the
“end of December, 1920, and for the next two decades farming was a somewhat less
attractive occupation.

The Communities Where They Lived

The prospect of the six-week trip by ship across the Atlantic apparently did not
discourage our ancestors. They looked forward to a better life in Missouri. Upon
reaching this "promised land" they followed the pattern of other ethnic groups of
gathering in small settlements and holding on to their language and customs as long

'd@s poss:tble. -, : ‘

At Mt.Zoar, Samuel Weber and Rudy Irminger established homes near each other.
Jacob and Mary Weber lived with their son Samuel. Marie died in 1851. The Rudolph
Irminger home was about a quarter of a mile to the south near the present Baptist Churcl
The Henry Weber and John Irminger families also had homes nearby. The first homes |
were log cabins "chinked with mud" and with clapboard roofs. Cabins had fireplaces
and tallow candles gave them light. Generally there was a spinning wheel and hand- |
.braided rugs were spread on the floors. Later the log cabins were enlarged or rebuilt !

< as sawed timber frame buildings.
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“The Samuel Webers in the 1850s erected a brick house which stood until about 1930
when it bumed down. The church built near the cemetery in 1871 was abandoned at the
turn of the century when Henry Irminger and Samuel Weber moved to Arley, having lived
at Zoar 60 years. John Lindau bought their farms and the Lindau family lived in the
Henry Irminger home until sometime in the 1920s when they moved to Liberty. Henry
Weber died in 1882 and his wife in 1895, Henry's father Jacob having died in 1874. Joh:
and Henry Irmingers' parents, Rudolph and Susanna, died in the mid~1870s and John's
wife Katherine in 1894. After John died in 1904, only William, his son, and John Lindat
continued to live at Mt.Zoar. The McKamins, who had come from Kentucky or Tenness:
left the Bluffs between 1906 and 1910 to live in or near Iola, Kansas. Members of this
family had married into the Irminger and Weber families. '

The First Pratrie (Arley) farm community had no fixed center until 1877 when the
present church was built. The early Hartel home had been located on a hill a short
distance southeast of the church site. Frederick and Eva Hartel and later their son
Conrad and his wife Elizabeth lived here. From 1845 until sometime in the mid-1860s
religious services ‘were held in the homes of members. A two-room building, probably
erected soon after the Civil War ended, served as a residence for the pastor and a
place to hold church services. This small house across the road from the present
church building was used as the pastor's residence after the present church was built
in 1877. A decade or more later the small house, remodeled and enlarged by Rudoiph
H. Weber, became the home of the Conrad Hartel family.

Meanwhile, William Hartel, soon after he married Elizabeth Weber in 1886, built
a house one-fourth mile south of Arley. He died in 1895 and in 1903 Samuel and Anna
Weber made their home here. The Henry Irminger family also left Zoar about 1903 and
lived in the house just south of the Hartel home at Arley. It seems Rudolph Weber did
much to develop the Arley community. In the late 1880s he built a two-~story frame
structure across the road northeast from the church. He and his wife Sophie (marmied
1891) lived on the second floor and operated a general store on the first floor. A black-
smith shop was built just east of the Weber store. - '

In 1893 Rudolph,believing a larger store building was needed, erected a brick build
almost directly across the road from the church. A three-room apartment was provided
above the back of the store building. The Edward Nolting family lived here from 1904 1
1914 and operated the general store which also served as a post office from about 1835
until a rural delivery route was established a decade or so later. The stere continued
in operation for some years. Business declined, however, and after standing unused f
sevaral years it was destroyed by fire in 1949, :

Many of the homes in the Arley community alsoc were erected during the period from
1885 to 1900. The Fred Hessel home,for example, was built in 1887. Most of these he¢
are stiil in use. During the 1890s the church building was eniarged with the addition
of the north wing and the present parsonage was erected. With all this activity, Rudo
Weber in 1893 believed a new name for the community was in order., His sister, Mrs.
Fred Hessel, suggested the name of “Arley" in honor of the one~year old son of the Ot
Webers. Thus the names of First Prairie and Bethel church were abandoned. The Rudc
Webers in 1901 moved to Kansas City, Kansas, to enter the real estate business.

The Mt.Zoar community was active for six decades , 1842-1903, when the Arley

- community became the main center of the Hartels, Hessels, Irmingers, Neths, Neudec

Noltings, and Webers., Nearly all /gf the earlier generation members had been farmers
- % e B ‘311




8

or married farmers. The Hessel, Iminger, Neth, and Weber families lived to the west
and northwest of Arley. Some Hessel and Neth families also had farms to the south and
east of Arley while the Neudeck and Nolting families were also to the east, While many
descendants of the original immigrants still are farmers around Arley, others have enter-
ed occupations and professions that have taken them to all parts of the country. This
trend was especially strong after 1920,

The Bluffs also has been called Nebo by some early residents. The importance of
this area - in the history of Missouri was recognized in March, 1971, when the U. S.
Department of the Interior, at the request of the state parks commission, placed Nebo
Hill in the National Register of Historic Places. -

Arley area residents had close connections with three other communities. One was |
Mt. Gilead, four miles to the east, where a public school {log cabin) had been built in i
1835. Nine years later a church was erected nearby, to be replaced in 1873 by the present
brick structure which is still in use. One of the leaders at Gilead was Alfred M. Riley,
who was 20 in 1826 when he came with his parents to Clay County from Kentucky. Gilead
was the only public elementary school in Clay County to stay open throughout the Civil
War. Conrad Hartel was eight years old in 1861 when he came to the Gilead School after |
the Harsel school southwest of Arley closed. Four years later when the war ended Conrad |
attended the newly established school a mile west of Arley. In later years (1910-20}
Gilead was attended by children of rhe Edward Hessel, Walter Ne udeck, and Edward

‘Nolting families.

Another nearby community six miles to the east of Arley was the town of Kearney
founded in 1856 as Centerville. Twenty families lived there at the start of the Civil
War but only three were left when the war ended, Kearney began to rebuild in 1867
when the railroad from Cameron to Kansas City was under construction. Fred Hessel
in 1890 was one of the organizers of the Keamey Commercial Bank, Arley residents
traded in Keamey and came here to get the train to Kansas City and other places until
the arrival of the motor car and better roads.

The third comminity was Liberty, 10 miles south of Arley and three miles northwest J
of Mt.Zoar. On the first Monday of each month farmers went to auctions held on the
courthouse square and to do business with county officers. When the farmers switched
from horse-drawn vehicles to motor cars at the end of the first world war, Liberty began
to replace Kearney as a shopping center. Some family members lived in Liberty, inciudinf

- several Irminger families, the John Lindaus, and in later years the Albert and Milton "
Hessel families, Marvin Hessel, and others.

" 777" In retrospect, it seems reasonable, at least to this writer, to think of the first two

decades of the 1900s as the most memorable years. Many would include the 1890s as we.
During all or some of these three decades the Conrad Hartels, Henry Irmingers, and
Edward Noltings lived in Arley. Down the road to the gouth were the homes of Fred Bauma:
Samuel Weber, Louis Hessel, Jacob Neth, Edward Hessel, and Henry Hincken. West .
and lnorth of Arley lived Fred Hessel, Otto Weber, Rudolph Irminger, Conrad Hessel, andj
others, while to the east were Ben Moreland, Walter Neudeck, and later Edward Nolting.
The homes of many of these families, built mainly in the decade or so prior to 1900, are
still occupied by descendants. ' :

s
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Their Churches and Religious Life

One of the most cohesive features in the lives of our forebears was the church as a
religious and social center, The sustaining force that gave them courage to press on in
spite of hardships was their faith in God. Among the prized possessions brought from
their homeland was the family Bible. Religion in both the Mt. Zoar and First Prairie
{Arley) communities was faithfully practiced in the church and lived in the homes.
Daily home reading of the Bible followed by prayer, usually at night before retzrmg,
waa a common family custom.

As faithful Christians holding strong religious beliefs our ancestors established
churches. In 1845, with the assistance of the Reverend Heinrich Neulsen, the Mt, Zoar
German M.E. Church was organized at the Bluffs, the highest point between Kansas City
and St. Louis. Charter members were Rudolph and Susanna Irminger, Jacob and Marie
Weber and their sons , Henry and Samuel, and also the five Irminger children--Anna, John,
Rudolph, Henry, and Elizabeth--all of them from Switzerland. Sunday services were held
in homes until 1871 when a small frame church was built across the road from the Samuel

Weber home and less than half a mile north of Nebo Hill where the Pleasant Hill Bap-
tist Church had been erected the previous year.

Baptisms and weddings were held in Zoar church, including the marriage of Fred Hessel
andKatharine Weber in 1880. For some 40 years it seems the same minister served both
the Zoar and Bethel (First Prairie) churches. The Zoar church had an active congregation
until the turn of the century. Many had died, and when Henry Irminger and Samuel Weber
moved to Arley in 1903 services were discontinued. The church was torn down in 1925
and the church bell became the property of Conrad Hartel.

Soon after the Zoar church was organized, Heinrich Neulsen went to First Prairie
to help establish the Bethel German M. E. Church. Charter members in 1845 were Conrad
and Gottliebin Hessel, Jacob and Mary Hessel, Frederick and Eva Hartel, Peter Hartel,
Nicholas and Katherine Frick, John and Elizabeth Fisher, and Gottlieb and Elizabeth
Logffler--all of whom had come from Germany. Services were held in homes, as at
Zoar, for' a couple of decades until a two-room house was built on a lot deeded by
Frederick Hartel. This house, enlargéd in the late 1880s, became the home of Conrad
Hartel. In 1876 a committee composed of Conrad and Jacob Hessel and Frederick Hartel
was authorized to raise funds for the construction of a church "in the Hartel and Hessel
neighborhood." It was decided that subscriptions "unless paid 1rnmed1ately will bear
interest at 10 per cent until paid." A total of $738 was subscribed with the Hartels,
Hessels, Irmingers, Webers, Baumans, and Fishers contributing about $600 of this
amount. Jacob and Mary Hessel deeded a half-acre of land for the site and the building
-was, completed in 1877 at a cost of $730. The church was enlarged by the addition of the
north wing in 1895. Four years later the parsonage was erected on an adjoining lot
deeded by Fred and Mary Bauman.

The Zoar and First Prairie congregations were part of a circuit of German M. E.
churches which in the 1860s included Line Creek (near Parkville}, Weston, and Cameron.
Weston was later transferred to another circuit, and in 1879 when Cameron was taken
out, First Prairie and Zoar were left as a pastoral charge. Prairie (renamedArley in 1893)
became a separate charge in 1895. When English language replaced German after 1917 the

.‘German conferences were merged with the English-speaking districts. 313
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Two Kirchenbuchs (church books), now the property of the Arley church, contain
minutes in German of gquarterly meetings held by representatives of the several churches
from 1862 to 1886 except for the last three years of the Civil War. Consideration was
given to assignment of pastors, selection of committees, designation of local preachers,
finances, and other matters. Minutes of meetings beginning with 1872 show that Central
Wesleyan College at Warrenton received the support of the conference, and plans for
building churches at Bethel and Cameron were discussed.

A typical meeting was one held at Zoar in 1862. The group elected as trustees John
Brenner, Conrad and Jacob Hessel, Henry and John Irminger, Frederick Hartel, and Henry |
and Samuel Weber. In 1865 after the end of the war several new names appear in the
conference minutes through 1886, including Fred Hessel, Fred Hartel,Jr., Jacob Hessel,Jr.
Jacob Hartel, John Lindau, William Irminger, John and Louis Weber, Edward Hessel,
Otto Weber, Conrad and William Hartel, George Neth, V. Moog, and Louis J. Hessel.

During the 1860s among the leaders at the Line Creek Church were Jacob, Peter, -
and Mary Bauman; John, Henry, Phillip, Catharine, and Susanna Brenner; Christopher,
John, Eva, and Katarina Klamm; and Phillip and Mary Elizabeth Groh {Brenner). Leaders
at Weston were John, Philip, Mary, and Catherine Hammel; Henry and john Schreck, and
Louis and Catherine Heinz. At Bethel {First Prairie) the leaders were Conrad and 5
Gottliebin Hessel, Jacob and Mary Hessel; Frederick and Eva Hartel; Peter and Fred
_ Hartel,Jr.;John, Carl, Henry, and Nicholas Frick; John and Elizabeth Fisher; and Fred

Bauman. Leaders at Zoar church (Bluffs) wers Rudoiph and Susanna Irminger, Henry

and Verana Irminger, John and Katherine Irminger, Samuel and Anna Weber, Jacob Weber,
and Henry and Mary Weber. At Cameron: William Stein, Adolph Selle, Carl Meyer, ?

and Jacob Ulrich.

‘An important event in life, then as now, was the baptism of children. This generally
took place within three to six months after birth, and a rather complete record, from 1850
to 1870 inclusive, was kept in two of the old church books now belonging to the Arley i
Church. The record includes date of birth, date baptized, church {Prairie, Zoar, Line .
Creek, Cameron, or Weston), name of child, names of parents, and name of the minister.

Considering the role of the church and the Christian faith of our ancestors it is not
surprising that a good number were ministers. Three daughters of Henry and Verana
Irminger married ministers: Lwlia to Elias C. Miller, Drucilla to George S. Roeder, and |
Emma to Louis J. Hessel. A son of the Imingers, Louis H., was in the ministry. Amont
others in the earlier generations who entered the ministry were William Hartel, William
Joyce Hessel, Edwin O. Hessel, William R. Hessel, Walter Westover, and more recentl
Lowell R. Ditzen, Carl C. Hackman, and Elmer Lee Wilhelm. Several girls, in addition ‘

“to the three already named, married ministers: Irene Hartel to William H. Hackman,
Etta Hessel to L.W.C, Emig, Katherine Hessel to William H. Stein, Emma Hartel to
Jchn Tuschhoff, and Elsa May Hartel to Frank W, Clelland.

Since pastors generally served more than one church, it was the practice of the

quarterly conference to designate local preachers and advisers. Local preachers were
lay church leaders who served without salary in the absence of the pastor which includer
officiating at marriages and conducting funerals. "Advisers™ supposedly admonished an|
encouraged members in their Christian faith. Ameng those given one or the other of thes.
astignments were Samuel Weber, John Brenner, Henry Iminger, Valentine Moog, and

Conrad Hartel, 314 -
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The Mt.Zoar and First Prairie churches had cemeteries close by. The Mt,Zoar
Cemetery is the resting place for Rudolph and Susanna Iminger; John and Katherine
Irminger; Jacob Weber; Henry and Mary Weber; Edna, daughter of Henry and Verana
Iminger; and six children who died in infancy--Juanita Lindau John, Emma, and
Julian (children of the John Irmingers); Martin Hammel [ and Cloyd Irminger, young son
of Louis H. and Mary Iminger. Across the road are the graves of William Schreck, a
minister, his wife Lisetta, and the graves of Christina (two months) and Elizabeth (5 years
old), daughters of the Samuel Webers. Mary Hoff, who died in 1877, also was buried
nearby. ‘Mrs. Jacob Weber, who died in 1851, was buried in the cemetery of the Pleasant
Hill Baptist Church on Nebo Hill.

Many of the first and second generation members of our six families were buried in

the Arley Cemetery. Among them are Frederick and Eva Hartel, Peter Hartel, Conrad
and Gottliebin Hessel, Henry and Verana Irminger, Samuel and Anna Weber, Jacob and

Mary Hessel, Fred and Katharine Hessel, Otto and Elizabeth Weber, Conrad and
Elizabeth Hessel, Louis and Matilda Hessel, Rudolph and Christine Irminger, Edward
and Emelia Nolting, and Edward and Ida Hessel. An older family burial plot in a
.wooded area back of the Louis Hessel home contains the graves of Abraham and Amelia
Hartel; Jacob and Susan Hartel; and Mary and Lydia Hessel, sisters of Fred Hessel,
who died in infancy; and William Neth, brother of George Neth, Sr.

Our ancestors left a legacy of their unwaverng faith in God. They were strong in
their stand forrigcheousness. Their actions and voices still ring across the years. Our
forefathers' example is our rich heritage. Perhaps this explains why so many descendants
are active church members. '

| Serving Their Country In War

Military service was something our ancestors probably did not expect in this
country. But when the Civil War began they joined the Union Forces, even though most
Clay County volunteers enlisted on the Confederate side. Among those from the Zoar
and First Prairie communities who served the North in Missouri infantry companies were Jol
H. Frick, Carl Frick, Phillip Hammel Louis Hartel, Conrad Hessel, John and Henry
Irminger, Jacob Neth, Jr., Herman Neudeck, and Henry and Samuel Weber. John Frick
and Louis Hartel, too young to join up at the start of the war, volunteered in 1864 when
they were about 18 or 19 years old. Phillip Hammel, a private in Company B, 17th
Missouri Infantry, was shot in the mouth in the skirmish at Lone Jack. Conrad Hessel
received wounds in both legs and Herman Neudeck was wounded. But all returned home
when the war ended.

~ ~The only battle fought in Clay County took place at Blue Mills north of the Missouri
River and approximately a mile east of highway 291. More than 3,000 men, about evenly
divided beiween the two sides, were engaged in this skirmish which the Confederates
won, Sixty wounded Union soldiers were treated in William Jewell College classrooms
and moved next day to Kansas City hospitals.

' Guerrilla bands murdered and plundered throughout the war in Clay County. The
Office of the Adjutant General in St. Louis in August, 1862, issued an order requiring
all able-bodied men to join the state militia in order "to exterminate guerrillias that in-

- fest our state."” Volunteers were asked to bring their own guns and a "good horse.”
Apparently our ancestors served in the Missouri state militia. . 315
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.« Lohmevyer, and Keith Peters were killed in action in the Second World War.
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No state in the Union was more bitterly divided in its loyalties than Missouri. Pro-
slavery sentiment was strongest in the west and south parts of the state, while the St. |
Louis area, where more than half of the inhabitants were foreigh born, was strongly pro- ‘
Union. Families emigrating to Clay County from Kentucky and Tennessee had brought :
slaves with them. The German-speaking residents of the county had no slaves. They
also knew from their life in Germany that it was not wise to rebel against the government.

The only record of Civil War experience left by our ancestors was written by john H. |
Frick. He wrote *Recollections of the Civil War", published in the July, 1825, issue of
the Missouri Historical Review. When the war started in 1861 he was 16 years old and i
lived with his parents on a farm six miles northwest of Liberty. He recalls having visited
the wounded federal soldiers at William Jewell College after the Blue Mills battle, In
July, 1864, when he was 19 he joined the army and served under Captain John Younger.
Prick's unit was sent east through counties north of the Missouri River to search for the
Copfederates who seemed to elude the Union forces. Upon reaching Glasgow, however,
they encountered a strong Confederate force which was ready to fight, Frick's horse was
shot from under him and his unit was soon surrounded and captured. The captured
Union soldiers were taken to Jefferson City where they were put on a train (their first
train ride) to St. Louis. Here they were exchanged for Confederates captured by the
North and sent home by train which made a short stop at Warrenton. Corporal Samuel
Weber inquired at the station "can you tell us where the German institution is?" and
Frick reports he saw in the distance the Central Wesleyan College building, CWC having

~ been established only two months earlier.

The Hannibal and St. Joseph R. R. train took the Union boys to Cameron which was the ‘
nearest railroad station to Liberty. From here they walked to Plattsburg and rode in '
wagons from this town to Liberty. Mustered out in March, 1865, Frick enlisted in the :
Missouri Volunteer Militia and encouraged others to join him, including Louis Hartel, ‘
Jacob Neth, and Gottfrded Loeffler—-all from First Prairie. By thistime the Confederates
were surrendering, but Frick did not get his discharge until July when he wes paid for the |
total time served.

A half century after the close of the Civil War the beginning of the First World War
was a "trying experience" for the German-speaking Arley Community. But when this
country entered the war in 1917 among the boys who joined the armed forces were Arley
and Henry Weber, Victor T. Frick, Bertram and Clarence Hessel, Herbert Hartel, Victor
and James Irminger, Fred Neth (son of Jacob Neth, 8z} and Carl Fred Musbach. Both

1

" Victor and Jim Irminger were with the 5th Regiment of Marines attached to the 2nd

Division, A.E.F. They fought in the Argonne and at Belleau Woods where Jim was

killed on June 23, 1918, Two other men were killed in battle--Fred Musbach and Fred

the armistice he served in the Army of Occupation at Koblenz for eight months. He had |
been wounded in the Argonne fighting and was gassed in a later battle. In a letter writtei.
at the "“front" in 1918, Victor told his mother that Tobe, a mule he had sold the govermment
a year earlier, was hauling water for his company.

* Many family members served and some gave their lives in the Second World War, Kore

War, and in Vietnam, but since this report covers only the years prior to 18290, no attemp*gc
was made to compile lists of names. It is known that family members Glen Hartel, Marv]

316 .



13
Intermarriages and Longevity

Our six families from the beginning were brought together by intermarriages as well
as through close church connections. This was especially true of the families at the
Bluffs and First Prairie. There were 17 intermarriages, the first in 1845 ang the last in
1914, between members of the six families during the early generations. These inter
marriages are listed by surnames of the women:

Eva Barbara Hessel--Prederick Hartel 1845 = Sophie Neudeck~-Rudolph H. Weber 1891
Christine Hessel--Philip F. Weber 1891 Tillie Neudeck~-~Louis E. Weber 1886
Elizabeth Hessel--Otto Weber 1883 Mary Jane Nolting--Louis H. Irminger 1881
Emelia Pearl Hessel--Edward Nolting 1902 Drucilla B. Weber--Conrad Hessel 1886
Lulu Susan Hessel--Ben F, Neudeck 1914 Katharine F. Weber--Fred Hessel 1880
Anna Emily Irminger-~Samuel Weber 1847 Elizabeth Weber--William Hartel 1886
Emma Irminger-~Louis J. Hessel 1887 " “ --Conrad Hessel 1888

Elizabeth Irminger-~Conrad Hartel 1878 Ella Lydia Hartel~--Geo. F., Neudeck 1801
: " " " ~-Walter A. Neudeck 1904

There have been a few intermarriages in later generations as, for example, Eunice
Tuschhoff (a Hartel descendant) and Floyd Hessel. Some of the Neths intermarried with
the Hartel and Neudeck families. Intermarriages during the early generations outside
the six-family group were mainly with persons of German-Swiss descent as, for example,
the Heinz family of Weston, Missouri; Millers of Bolckow, Missouri; Selles of Cameron,

- Missouri; Leinharts and McKamnins of the Bluffs; Hammels of the Bluffs and Weston;
Baumans and Brenners of Line Creek near Parkville, Missouri; and the Fishers and Fricks

of First Prairie (Arley).

First generation families generally remained in the community after martriage, while
many members of third to sixth generation families are scattered across the country.
Large families of six or more children were common in the first and Secomnd generation.
Louis J. Hessel (son of Jacob Hessel) was married twice and there were 19 children.
William Nolting was married four times and he was father of 13. Other large families
were those of Otto Weber, Samuel Weber, and Henry Miller, 11 each; Henry Weber, 8r.,
10; John Brenner, Conrad Hessel, and Henry Iminger, 9 each; and Fred Hartel, Fred
Hessel, John H, Frick and Julius Kammevyer, 8 each. Third and succeding generation
families seldom had more than four children.

A total of 2,767 descendants and in-laws appear in the six family trees. Of 485 who
have died, 97 lived to be 80 or more years old; 38 others over 80 are still living. Forty-c
couples, including several still living , have celebrated 50 or more wedding anniversaries
" One couple, Samuel and Anna Weber, celebrated their 64th wedding anniversary.

Of the 135 family members who lived beyond their 80th birthday, 28 were 30 or more
years old, including eight still living. The oldest was Mrs. Radolph H. Weber (Sophie
Neudeck) who was over 99 when she died in 1968, Those over 90 still living are Mrs.
George A. Weber 95; Dr. Frank Kampschmidt 94; Albert Moore and Mrs. Gustave Nolting
93; Mrs. Kate Frick Ebeling 91; and Walter Jennings, Rudolph M. Weber, and Mrs.
‘Edward F. Stein 90. The names of those who lived past their 80th birthday and also the
- couples having 50 or more wedding anniversaries are given in the individual family
" histories. 317
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Most of the emigrant ancestors of our six families were bom 140 or more years ago.
Upon coming to Missouri their life on the frontier must have been a great change from
that in the old country. But their life-style changed little during the remainder of the
18th century. Twenty-two of the original 30 emigrants died before 1900, The remaining
eight died during the first two decades of this century: Mrs., Conrad Hessel, 1900; John
Irminger, 1804; Mrs. Jacob Hessel and Henry Irminger, 1907; John Brenner, 1911; Mrs,
S.amuel Weber, 1912; Samuel Weber, 1914; and Mrs., Henry Iminger {(Bunt Franie), 1920.
Life ?n the farm began to change after the First World War when cars and trucks replaced
buggies and wagons and the airplane and radic were in the offing. The old way of life
had come to an end when the last of our emigrating forebears died in 1920. The trend
toward urbanization was underway.

The Arley Church From 1890 to 1920

The Arley Methodist Epi scopal Church from 1890 to 1920, and even up to the present
time, has been the center of the social as well as religious life of the community. The
church building, as already stated, was enlarged and a parsonage built in the sarly 1830¢
A full-time minister served the congregation after 1895. Church records for this period ’
contain data on finances, membership, births and baptisms, marriages, and deaths. It
seems the peak year was 1920 when membership reached 150 with 110 enrolled in Sunday |
School classes. The pastor was paid $1,350 and $490 was -contributed to home and ‘

foreign mission work.

The young people always had an important role at the Arley church. In 1893 a youth
group was organized and a constitution adopted. The Jugenbund in about 1896 became |
the Epworth League. The list of members ranged from 40 to 50, &nd an attendance re- |
cord kept. Among the names in the record are Barbara Hessel, Henry Hessel, Louis
Hessel, Lulu Hessel, Albert Hessel, John Eisler, Irene Hartel, Homer Hartel, George |
Neth, Jr., Adolph H&th, William Neth, Edward Nolting, Minnie Neudeck, and Henry |
and John Moog. Secretaries during the

1890s were Ella Hartel, Emelia
Hessel, Minnie Neudeck, Anna
Sautter, and Emma Stroeter.

After the tum of the century
the church for a number of years
conducted summer school in~
struction in the German lan-
guage for young people. This
was abandoned when this country
‘€ntered the first world war. Sun-
day services were also changed
from German to English. Many of
the young people attended Central
Wesleyan College at Warrenton,
150 miles east of Arley. This
Methodist schook, founded by
:German settlers in 1864, was
zﬁzf;f;zd bi (iif; i YMB‘:?E:iSt Arley German M. E. Church, 1908

{photo by Emelia Hessel Nolting)
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supported school, William Jewell College at Liberty, did not appeal to Methodist
young people. At one Hime during the years between 1900 and 1910 a total of 17 Arley
young people were attending Central Wesleyan College or its academy.

An event of great significance in the Arley community from about 1895 t0 1917 was
a feligious festival held each year about the third week of August. This revival- of-
faith meeting sponsared by the Arley Church also attracted people from nearby
communities. They came to participate and to enjoy a time of fellowship and worship.
These .gatherings were eight days in length, starting and ending on a Sunday. They took
place in a grove of giant oak frees near the home of Samuel and Anna Weber, less than
one mile south of the Arley church. A big white-top tent was put up at the south end of
the grounds, seats were laid, and platforms built for an altar and an organ. This was
the place for the revival services. Near the north end of the area a kitchen was built
and under the trees were two long tables on which to serve meals. On the grounds be-
tween the big tent and the kitchen some families erected tents in which to live during
the week. Since most of those attending came from nearby farms, someone in each
family had to go back to their home each morning and evening to milk the cows,
gather eggs, and feed the cattle, hogs, and chickens.

ARLEY CAMP MEETING (1909)--Far left of front tent pole-—---Regv. Woestemeyer of
Ariey church, and behind him John Tuschhoff, Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Hartel, Will
Bailey, R. H. Irminger, Lulu Hessel, Louella Smith, Henry Moog. Front row:
right to left: Helen Weber, Willow Nolting, Clara Weber, Anna Hessel. Second
row--third from right: Orin Nolting, Herbert Neth, Allen Neth, Casper Weber,
'Lawrence Irminger, and Elmer Hessel {partly hidden). Third row-- right to left:
Bert Hessel, Floyd Hessel, Grace Hessel. Further back between the two poles--
Fred Hessel, Mrs. Edward Nolting holding DeWayne {in front of back pole),
Victor Hartel. Right rear: Mrs. Fred Hessel, Mrs. Conrad Hessel,; and Edith
Weber. Perhaps some older family members can id entify themselves. 319
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Every morning after breakfast an early prayér meeting and song service was held.
Then at 11:00 a.m. and again on some afterncons services were held with visiting
ministers giving sermons. About six o'clock a bell near the kitchen announced dinner
was ready. The menu included meat, potatoas, cabbage, beans, com on the cob, pie,
cake, and watermelons. The food was served on large platters or in bowls which were
passed down the tables. At least four services were held on Sundays. Group singing
of religious songs was supplemented by quartets, duets, and children's choir.

Long sermons, usually in German, were followed by long prayers and invitations to
come forward to seek forgiveness from sins and renew religious vows., Some members
of the regular Arley Church congregation offered prayers seeking forgiveness from their
sins, for the welfare of their loved ones and the community, for all things Christlan peopl..
pray for. The Arley quariet, composed of Albert, Willlam, and Clarence Hessel, and
Lawrence Hartel, provided spiritual uplift as well as entertainment. Other members of
the guartet were Homer Hartel, OlinHessel, and Willie Bauman. After the last
Sunday night meeting the horse-drawn carriages and buggies, along with 2 few cars,
pulled out into the dusty roads to retum home. The last camp meeting was held in
August, 1917, when some farmers had only recently acquired their first motor car and
when the Arley M.E. Church abandoned German in favor of English services. Memories
of these camp meetings linger in the minds of those who had the privilege of attending.

Trustees of the German Methodist Episcopal Church at Arley in 1899 were Fred :
Hessel, Edward Hessel, Conrad Hartel, Fudolph H. Irminger, George Neth, Sr., Jacob |
Neth, Sr., and Otto Weber. Among the pastors serving the Arley Church (all of German |
or Swiss descent) were C. H. Schnackenbery, 1892-94; H. 5. Hohenwald, 1194-99; Ernest
- Crepin, 1899-01; John Klein, 1901-07; Edward Asling, 1907-09; Willlam B. Woestemeyer, ‘
1809-12; R. D. Winker, 1912-16; Louis Irminger, 1916-20; and Charles L. Koerner, 1320-26.
Peter Hartel was Sunday School superintendent for many years before he died in 1882, ,
- Among others who siicceeded him were John Weber, Conrad Hessel, and Clarence Hessel.

J

Family Reunions, 19 23~1946

: 'I'he demise of the annual camp meeting led to holding a one-day family reunion to
provide an opportunity for clan manbers to visit together. But even in the early 1920s it
was evident to all that a great change was underway. Some families were moving from
farms to towns and cities. Many younger people planned to attend college and prepare
for a profgssion or occupation other than farming. These annual meetings were known
as the Weber-Irminger Reunions, probably because these two families were the first to
emigrate to this country. However, descendants of the Brenners, Hartels, Hessels,
Neths, Neudecks, and Noltings were considered as equal participants because all

"Were ralated. -

These happy meetings, generally held on the last Sunday in July, included a dinner
with each family bringing food. German folk and religious songs were sung in German,
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Hartel usually sang a duet, and Mrs. Conrad Hessel and R, H.
Weber gave readings remembered from childhood days. Another regular feature was the
taking of a group photograph, and those attending signed their names in a record book.
‘Marriages, births, and deaths were reported and recorded in the minutes of each reunion
- by the secretary. A president and secretary were elected annually, and Albert Hessel,
for many years, was master of ceremonies. Among those who served as president were
Henry Iminger, Albert Hessel, Matvin Irminger, and Victor Irmmger. Secretaries were
320 . :
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Mrs. Louella Moore Robb, Mrs. Albert L. Hessel, and Willow Nolting.

The first get-together was in 1923. It was held at the John Lindau home three miles
southeast of Liberty (formerlythe home of Henry Irminger). The largest of the earlier
meetings were in 1927 and 1928 at Red Oak Inn near Liberty with 300 attending. The
1832 and 1933 meetings were at Winnwood. The 1934 gathering at Brenner Ridge on the
farm of John Brenner (son-in-law of Rudolph Irminger) was attended by 150 faithful
members; in 1935 at the Arley M.E. Church with 250 attending; and at the 1936 meeting
on the William Jewell College campus a high of 300 attended. From 1937 through 1941
between 150 and 200 decendants and in-laws came to the reunions held on the grounds
of the I.0.0.F. Home near Liberty to renew contacts and hear talks about the early days.

At the 1941 reunion, with 175 present, tentative plans were made for a centennial
celebration the next year, but because of the war the next gathering was not held
until July 1946. Attendance was low, only 52, partly because of the polic scare.
Other factors were the apparent lack of interest among members of the fourth and fifth
generations, many of whom lived in distant states. Thus after 20 reunions the Weber-
Iminger gatherings, which always held great interest for members of the first three
generations, came to an end.

Our Genealogy--Scope and Arrangement

This brief history of our ancestors has covered in 2 general way the eight decades

from 1840 to 1920. Unfortunately, information about events in the lives and work of our
forebears prior to 1900 is very meager. Our ancestors supposedly brought family Bibles
from their homeland, but it seems all except the Hartel Bible have been lost. Thus a

good source of vital statistics is not available. Surprisingly,some family members had

no knowledge whatever of their ancestors who came to this country. This is one of the
reasons for the preparation of this genealogy which enumerates by generations the
descendants of our emigrant ancestors, following the blood lines of the forefather of each

family.

This gé'ﬁéalogy treats our emigrant ancestors as the first generation because it is
futile to trace our progenitors prior to the advent of the family to America. An attempt
was made with the Nolting family on a visit to the village in Germany where William
Nolting was born. In nearby Hannover the local telephone directory listed more than
twenty Noltings and in the smaller town of Minden a dozen more had this surname.
Since church and public records are available as far back as the 15th century, anyone
with determination and time to devote to such a task would undoubtedly be rewarded

with success.

' The preparation of this genealogy began in early 1972 with the idea of making family
trees, But tracing names and vital statistics for five or more generations resulted in long
lists which seemed rather barren and uninteresting. Clearly, ancestors are more than
names and dates. They are personalities; their physical makeup as well as their
philosophy, ambitions, and good and bad qualities have to some extent been inherited
by descendants. Thus it seemed desirable, in order to make the genealogy more inter-

. esting and useful, to include some historical and biographical data--such as their place
of origin, when and why they came to Missouri, where they settled and how they lived,
their vocations, their religious concepts, and who their children were and what became

of them. The chase for family facts, while intensely interesting, lead over wearisome
' 321
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ways. For example, many hours were devoted to a search for data about three of the
children of Abraham and Amelia Hartel with only partial success. Fortunately, however, .
thanks to the cooperation of many family members, fairly complete data on names of :
descendants and in-laws and vital stastics about them were compiled. A search of
church and public records, cemetery records, family racords and letters, and corre- :
spondence and interviews with dozens of descendants in all parts of the country provide
clues and bits of information which have been pieced together in this general history. ‘
This approach enables present generation members to look at their ancestors in. the
context of the times in which they lived and, also, hopefully, also adds a human

touch to the long lists of names in the family trees.

A genealogy is built on names of people, and their names and their families are a
most precious property. Given names in most instances include middle names. TFor {
female in-laws maiden names are shown. The line of descent in each family is arrange< |
in a manner that keeps family units together through succeeding generations of each of |
the children of the emigrant ancestors. The family trees enable anyone to determine
relationships by blood or marriage. The order in which names are llsted should enable
anyone to prepare a "tree" for his own family from his immigrant ancestor down thra
several generations to the present. Several kinds of printed forms are available for

this pumpose.

Family trees in this genealogy follow the blood stream of the male ancestor. For
example, the Hessel family tree begins with two brothers, Conrad and Jacob. Their
. sister, Eva Barbara, who alsc came from Germany, married Frederick Hartel and she is
included in the Hartel family tree. Conrad's name is listed first, followed by dates
of his birth and death. Next is the name of his wife and when she was bomn and died.
The third line shows the date of their marriage, followed by names and dates of birth of
their children. For children who died unmarried the date of death also is shown, and
children {in more recent generations) of marriageable age are indicated as {S). !

The third generation starts with the marriages of children of the second generation, .
in this example the children of Fred (oldest son of the Conrad Hessels} and his wife
Katharine " Referring to the Hessel tree it is noted that Fred Hessel's name is capitalize!
and underlined in the second generation. Below is the third generation with the name of.
their oldest child,Emelia Pearl, who appears in the Nolting family tree. Each of the ot! |
children of the Fred Hessels follow in order of birth, showing who they married and their!
children. The name of each of the Fred Hessel children is underlined in order to enable
one to identify family units. This arrangement of the family tree involves repeating the
names of children when they marry. If they or their spouses have died, dates of death
are given here. When a new family is formed, the first spouse listed is a family

--descendant and second an in-law. When no children are listed following a marriage th
couple.is childless. The notation "further data unavailable" indicates information on ‘
children or marriages could not be obtained either because descendants could not be
located or family members failed to respond to repeated requests for missing data. The
abbrevation "c" is for circa or approximate, and "div." divorced. Errors in names and
dates should be reported, together with missing data and additions, to the family memlb-
whose name and address is given at the end of each of the six family trees.

l

- The six family trees in this genealogy include 2,767 descendants and in-laws. The,
7~ Weber tree is the largest with 945, followed by {rminger with 571, Hessel 538, Hartel |
© 454, Nolting 165, and Neudeck 94.. _ .
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A Personal Note

Several family members who responded to my inquiries for information for the "trees”
asked about my life work and my relationship with the other families included in this
study. After graduating from the University of Kansas, I received a fellowship for
graduate study at Syracuse University and special work at the Institute of Public Admin-
istration in New York City. From 1929 to 1956, I was assistant director of the Internations
City Managers' Association with offices on the campus of the University of Chicago, fron
1856 to 1967 executive director of ICMA, and after retiring I worked full-time for another
vear doing research and writing for the Association.

From 1968 to 1971, I was
special assistant to the president 2
of Public Administration Service,
a nonprofit consulting organiza- ;‘:‘
tion on the University of Chicago
campus, During these three yearsi
I was also consultant to the Amer-
ican Library Association, taught
a course in local govemment
management at the University of
Chicago, and made an extended
trip in 1969 to Australia and sev-

_eral Southeast Asia countries to
do some work for the U.S. De-
partment of State in Bangkok,
Manila, and Seoul, along with
lecturing for three weeks at = e i e
universities in Taipei and Tokyo. . Arley United Methodist Church .

(photo by DeWayne Nolting, 1969) .

During the years from 1953
to 1871, my wife and I made 21 trips to Europe and three to the Middle East to study local
govemment; -visit with local officials, and participate in many national and international
conferences, including those of the International Union of Local Authorities (The Hague).
I was the United States representative on the Executive Board of IULA for 14 years, ser-
ving as senior vice president from 1967 to 1971. {(More details are in Who's Who in
America, 1962-63 to datel. After 42 years in Chicago my wife and I retired again and
moved to Shawnee, Kansas, at the end of 1371, Most of my spare time in 1972 was de-
voted to preparing this report and family trees.

.. My mother, Emelia, was a daughter of Fred and Katharine Hessel, and my father,
Edward, was related to the Hartels and Imingers. His mother was the daughter (by her
first marriage) of Eva Barbara Hessel Hoff, who married Frederick Hartel in 1845, and one
of his sisters, Mary Jane Nolting, married Louis H. Irrnmger in 18%1. My mother's
sister, Lulu Hessel, married Ben F, Neudeck.

Note. Among sources consulted were the files of the Liberty Tribune and the Kansas
City Star; record books of the Mt.Zoar and First Prairie churches from 1850 to 1686; and
- Historical Sketch of the Arley Methodist Church. The Liberty Tribune, 1947, lﬁpp.

Additional copies of this report may be obtained from Orin F. Noltmg, 323
6601 Blue JacKet Avenue, Shawnee, Kansas 66203,




THE DESCENDANTS GF' CONRAD AND JACOB HESSEL
By Orin F, Nolting

The history of the Hessel family begins with two brothers, Conrad and Jacob, and
their sister, Eva Barbara, who came from Germany. They may have lived in Wuerttember¢
but there is no record of either their domicile or their parents. Conrad was 21 and Eva
27 in 1843 when they crossed the Atlantic and came to Ohio. Eva soon married a Mr,
Hoff, and in early 1844 Conrad went back to Germany to get his brother, Jacob, aged
20, while Eva and her hushand moved to Mt.Zoar, better known as the Bluffs, near
Liberty, Missouri. Eva's child, Mary, was bom at the Bluffs in June, 1844, and her
husband died a few weeks later. For nearly a year after Mary was born, a neighbor
girl, Anna Irminger, 15, helped Eva take care of Mary.

In the spring of 1845, Conrad retumed with Jacob by ship to New QOrleans where they
chanced to meet Abraham Hartel and his wife and four children who were going to First
Prairie (later Atlay) where their son, Frederick, had settled three years earlier (see i
Hartel family history). The Hessel brothers happily gave the Hartels some news which
they apparently had not received, namely that their sister Eva was to marry the Hartel's
son Frederick in July. The Hartels and Hessels travelled together by ship up the M1551
ssippi and Missouri Rivers to Liberty Landing. They came fo First Prairie, and when Evs
married Frederick Hartel she and her year-old daughter, Mary, came to First Prairie.

~ (Mary was 23 in 1867 when she married William Nolting: see Nolting family history). |

H

Conrad and Iacob Hessel in 1849 joined a wagon frain in the gold rush to Califomnia.
On the westemn plains, a fellow Missourian by the name of Fail became exhausted from
lack of water and was left behind to die. Some hours later water was found and the
Hessel brothers carried some back to Fail who was revived sufficiently to rejoin the
train and later returned to Excelsior Springs, Missouri. Upon reaching California,
Conrad sold his ox team at a good profit. Conrad and Jacob apparently found gold be=
cause after they returned about two years later they acquired much land in the First
Prairle: community. Conrad bought some land from the govemment at $1.25 per acre.

Conrad 34, and Jacob 31, were re:'ady to marry and settle down by 1855. Conrad had ‘
been informed about a "nice lady at Weston who would make a good wife." Gottliebin ‘
Heinz, 25, born in Wuerttemberg, Germany, had emigrated to Weston, probably in the

‘early 1B40 s, with her parents and several brothers and sisters. Conrad, according fo @

_,-business and active in the work of the Methodist church. In Kansas City he was with

saf

old record, "drove out to Weston in a wagon and got her.”

--- .Conrad and Gottliebin had nine children, two boys and seven girls. Two of the
gz.rls died in infancy, and Barbara, who died in 1950, aged 84, was a nurse for many
years. The oldest, Frederick, was 24 in 1880 when he married Katharine Weber,
daughter of the Samuel Webers at the Bluffs. Fred and Katharine had eight children, tw
of whom died when they were three to four years old. Emelia, the oldest, married
Edward Nolting, a farmer, and Lulu married BenNeudeck, who had & position with the
municipal utility department of Kansas City, Kansas (see Nolting and Neudeck family
trees). Of Fred Hessel's four sons, Albert, a farmer, married Luella Smith, a minister’
daughter. Moving to Liberty and later to Kansas City, Albert was in the real estate

Swift and Company for many years before he retired. He was for 15 years secretary and
later treasurer of the Kansas City Missionary Society and assisted in founding several |

new churches. Milton, also a farmer at Arley, married Nettie Zimmerman of Lexington

It
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Missouri. The family moved to Liberty in 1934 where he was active in the real estate
business and operating the farm at Arley. Milton was president of the Federal Land
Bank Association of St. Louis when he died in 1954. Olin graduated from Central Wes-
leyan College in 1910 and attended the College of Medicine, Washington University,
St. Louis, one year. Upon visiting California in 1813, he decided to settle in Los
Angeles and the next year he married Marguerite Bricker. He was with the Paul G.
Hoffman Studebaker Company 20 years, becoming vice- president., Leaving this
company in the mid-1930s, he had his own Studebaker agency in Beverly Hills for 18
years before he retired. He has been an active worker in the Temple Baptist Church
in Los Angeles for 58 years (deacon, trustee, and Sunday School teacher). He was a
founding member of the Beverly Hills Y.M.C.A. and served on the board for 50 years.
William, fourth son of the Fred Hessels, who married Anita Schroeder of Illinois in
1921, was a Methodist minister in Vermont, Arizona, and California for many years

before he died in Pasadena in 1961.

Fred Hessel, like his father Conrad, was a leading farmer in Clay County. At one
time he owned 1,250 acres of land. He was a founder of the Commercial Bank of Kearm
and was for many years its vice-president, At the time of his death in 1331 at the age

75 he was president of the Federal Farm Loan Board of Clay County and the oldest mem

CONRAD AND GOTTLIEBIN HESSEL FAMILY (c.1890 or later)--Front row, left to righ
Gottliebin bom 1830, Conrad, Jr. 1862, Elizabeth 1860, Frederick 1856, and Conrac
1821. Top row: Kathryn 1857, Barbara 1866, Louis 1864, and Christihe 1869. Mary

1859, and Lydia 1870, died in infancy. 32%
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of the board of directors of the Farmers Mutual Insurance Company. He had been a
member of the board of the Arley Methodist Church for fifty years. The Hessel home
was a favorite gathering place for relatives. Sunday after church it was not unusual for
20 or more relatives to be there for dinner. Only two members.of the Fred Hessel
family are still living-~Lulu 89 and Oln 84; and in-laws Mrs. Milton Bessel 80, Mrs.
Albert Hessel 84, Mrs, Olin Hessel 77, and Mrs, Willlam R, Hessel 76.

Kathryn, the second child of the Conrad Hessels, in 1880 married Willlam H. Stein,
a German Methodist minister. They had eight children. Iwo died before they were a
year old. Edward was a farmer; William, a furniture dealer; Arthur, -a cattle rancher;
and Milton a truck driver. Emma married Louis Bockhaus, a lumber dealer; and Luella's
husband, Will Lohmeyer, was a wheat farmer in Kansas. Of the six Stein children, Emma
86, William 82, and Arthur 80 are still living, '

Conrad, a famer at Arley and fifth child of the Conrad Hessels, married Drucilla
Bertha Weber in 1886. They had five children. Clarence, who married Elsie Wi lkerson,
was a farmer. He later had a funeral home in Keamey for about 12 years after which he
was a carpenter in North Kansas City. He was 83 when he died in 197). Etta married
Laurence W, C. Emig, a Methodist minister in Massachusetts; Marvin, who married

% ~VFREDERICK AND KATHARINE HESSEL FAMILY (1903)--Front row: Emelia 22, Frederick 47,

. William 12, Katharine 45, and Olin 14. Top row: Milton 16, Lulu 20, and Albert 18.
Elmer and Estella died in infancy. - - :

|
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Marguerite Mitchell, had a funeral establishment in Liberty and later was with a
furniture store in Kansas City; and Bertram, who married Winifred Middleton, had a

farm at Arley. Of the five children, only Etta, 83, survives, and of the in-laws Mrs.
Clarence Hessel and Mrs. Marvin Hessel are still living.  Louis, another son of the
Conrad Hessels, a farmer at Arley, married Louise Matilda Smith. They had two child-
ren, Anna and Elmer, who continued to llve at the home after their parents died. Elmer
died in 1972. Louis died in 1947 and Louise in 1952. Two of the Conrad Hessel daughters

-married brothers--Elizabeth to Otto Weber at Arley and Christine to Philip F. Weber of
Edwardsville, Illinois. These two families are in the Weber family history and tree.

Jacob Hessel, brother of Conrad, was 31 in 1855 when he married Mrs. Mary Bauman,
29, of the Line Creek community near Parkville, Missouri. Her husband, Peter, had
died a year or so earller, and their son, Fred, was one year old when Mary married
Jacob. Mary's maiden name was Moeller and old church records give her first and
middle names as Maria Amalia, Jacob and Mary had seven children, three of whom
never married~-William and Carolina who lived in Denver until they died in the mid-
1820s, and Jacob, Jr., who was 25 when he died in 1883. Their son Edward, a farmer
at Arley, married Ida Stroeter in 1891, and they had six children. Leonora, the oldest,
taught in high schools and college for about 25 years before she was married in 1940.
Bernice, Grace, and Flora, retired and unmarried, llve in Kansas City, Missouri.
Bernice did some teaching! she and Grace were employed by Kansas City business firms.

AT THE FRED HESSEL HOME (1912 or 1913)--Front row: DeWayne Nolting, Herbert
Kammeyer, Mrs. Henry Irminger (Aunt Franie), Orin Nolting, Willow Nolting. Se~

cond row: Albert Hessel, Mrs. Julius Kammeyer, Mrs. Joseph L. Rea, Mrs. Con-

rad Hessel, R. H. Weber, Mrs. Fred Hessel, Mrs. John Lindau, Mrs, Henry Miller,
and Lawrence Shannon., Top row: Anna Irminger, Mrs. Albert Hessel, Ben F. Neudeck,
.Lydia Hessel (partly hidden), Lulu Hessel, Marguerite Mitchell, Marvin Hessel,

. Mrs. Edward Nolting, Edward Nolting, Mrs. R. H. Weber, Lorenzo Lindau, Ed. Stein,

" Fred Hessel, John Lindau, Lulu Lindau, William R, I-Iessef, and Conrad Hessel.

This gathering honored six daughters and one son of the Samuel Webers (second é-gg;r)

g
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Flora taught music and business in high schools in Missouri, Oklshoma, and Kansas

for 40 years. Mabel married Everett Smith who was a farmer and later worked in the
Veterans Hospital in Kansas City. The only son of the Edward Hessels, Floyd, a

farmer who lives in the home place near Arley, married Eunice, daughter of John Tuschhc

& minister,

Louis J. Hessel, another son of the Ja-
cob Hessels, was a Methodist minister.
His first wife, Emma Martha Irminger, was
@ daughter of Henry and Verana Irminger at
the Bluffs. They had seven children. Wil-
liam Joyce was a Methodist minister in
Chicago for many years, and Edwin a Meth~
odist minister in South Dakota. Sylvia
Marie was a nurse at Cook County Hospital
in Chicago and at Leeds Hospital in Kansas
City. Louis and David were farmers near
Oklahoma City. Drucilla lived at home and
Emma Lydia lived with the Fred Hessels at
Arley. She was a teacher until her marriage
in 1926 to Lowell W, Howard, a teacher in
the Colorado school system. Mrs. Louis J.
Hessel died in 1904 at age 39, and in late
1905 Louis married Flora Ramseier, age 20.
They had 12 children. Herman died at age

EDWARD AND IDA HESSEL FAMILY (c.1902

Ida, 38, holding Grace 7; Leonora 18; Ed-

ward 42, holding Mabel 4, and Bermice 8,
' Floyd was born in 1903 and Flora 1906. "

2 and Alvin at 20. Lillian, unmarried, died when she was 43, The nine remaining
children married, and only Otto has died. No information about their occupations is
available. Reverend Louis J. Hessel was 72 when he died in 1934 and his second wife,
Flora, was 77 when she died in 1962. (continued on page 16)

Mary Hessel 1865-1921
Henry G. Hincken 1862-1927
328 ‘Wedding picture 1882 -

: St

Mary Albright 1868-1951
Henry Hessel 1867-1858
Wedding picti;_re 1896

i



THE HESSEL FAMILY TREE 1821-1972

Includes 538 descendants and in-laws of whom 77 have died. Names of the
children of Conrad and Jacob who married are capitalized and underlined, and the
names of their grandchildren who married are underlined. Unmarried family mem-
bers are designated (S). For explanation of the scope and arrangement of the family
tree see the report entitled "Descendants of Six German-Swiss Families®, p.17.

CONRAD HESSEL 2~7-1821 d.10-27-1897
Gottliebin Heinz 4-11-1830 d.1-15-1900
Married June 14, 1855

Mark Iee
Donald Gene

7-28-53
11-20-55

Frederick 4-29-1856 Dorine Kathryn Hessel 1-7-17
Kathryn 7-7-1857 Richard Lee Sanders 12-16-16
Mary 11-29-1859 d.in infancy { Married December 23, 1942
Elizabeth 12-17-1860 Richard Gary 7-7-45 (S)
Conrad g-21-1862 Pricilla Dee 9-3-48 (S}
Louis 5-31-1864 Kenton Lee 12~12-58
Barbara- 5-10-1866 d.1-1950
Chri stine 10-6-1869 Vivian Barbara Hessel B8-30-18
Lydia ¢.1870 d.in infancy | Plorestan Earl Shull 5-16-16
Married September 27, 1941
JACOB HESSEL 2-15-1824 David Earl 2-28-46
{for descendants of Jacob and Mary, p.ll) Thomas Rex 11-27-49
Carole Susan 2.27-53
FREDERICK HESSEL  4-29-1856 d.3-7-31
Katharine F. Weber 5-12-1858 d.5-9-47 David Earl Shull 2-28-4¢6
Married September 30, 1880 Edna Louise Hays 10-15-46
Emelia Pearl 8-18-1881 Married May 3, 1968
Iuiu Susan 6~11-1883
Albert Leslie 4-4-1885 Thomas Rex Shull 11-27-~49
Milton Samuel 2-25-1887 Rebecca Ann Brownlee  5-26-51
Otin John - 1-11-1889 Married August 15, 1971
- William Rudelph. 8-4-1881 1895
Elmer Wesley 5-22-1894 4.11~3-/ | Carole Susan Shull 2-27-53
Estella Lydia 6-22-1897 4.7-21-01 Michel Boyd Hamiiton  7-1-53

Married February 27, 1972

Emelia Pearl Hessel 8-18-i881

(see Edw. Nolting in Nolting tree) Helen Grace Hessel 2-6-23
: Joe E, Musgrave, Jr. 1-25-21
.. ..iulu Susan Hessel 6-11-1883 Married July 5, 1941
(see Bén Neudeck in Neudeck tree) Pamela Jo 12.20-46
John L. 4-1-49
Albert Leslie Hessel 4-4-1885d.1-30-65
Luella Claire Smith 10-20-1888 Pamela Jo Musgrave 12-20-46
Married December 6, 1511 Jerry Frank Bowerman 1-20-45
, Marian Louise 8-18-15 Married August 26, 1967
Dorine Kathryn 1-17-17 Christi Dee 10-1-70
Vivian Barbara 8-30-18 ‘
/ Helen Grace 2-26-23 John L. Musgrave 4-1-48
d . . Barbara Sue Able §-25-47
Marian Louise Hessel 8-18-15 Married June 13, 1969 326
Elmer Lee Wilhelm, Jr. 8-28-17 Halley Monica - 9-.30-71

.Married September 11, 1949  (continued)




Milton §. Hessel 2-25-1887 d.11-18-54

Nettie Kathryn Zimmerman
Married March 16, 1815
Dorothy Lucille
Virginia Lee
Betty Jean
Robert Frederick

Dorothy Lucilie Hessel
Edward T. Brant
Married July 12, 194}
Jerome Edward
Joan Lorraine

Jerome Edward Brant
Colieen Kay Barnhart
Married June 14, 1969

Joan lorraine Brant
Christopher Sherman Kelly
Married August 7, 1971

Virginia Lee Hessel
Edward W. Sievenson

- Married November 19, 1942
John Edward

Suzan Kay

john Edward Stevenson
Jeanne Louise VanZant
Married September 6, 1963
Julie Lynne

Betty Jean Hessel

Russell Francis Symes

Married August 14, 1948
Cary Allan

Robert Frederick Hessel
--Jane Ramsey p
Married September 16,1944
Carolyn Lee
Steven Ramsey

Carolyn Lee Hessel

Michael Derouin
Marred January 24, 1870

330

9-21-1892
11-30-16
6-14-18
4-18-20
1-8-24

11-30-16
. 4-28-14

12-1-46
7-17-48

12-1-46
2-25-50

7-17-49
4-7-47

6-14-18
12-22-13

10-24-47
3-31-50

10-24-47
9-15-47

2-27-72

4-18-20
3-12-17

2-28-51

1-9-24
1-7~25

1-30-48
12-8~51

1-30-48

Olin John Hessel
Marguerite Bricker
Marred June 30, 1914
Sylvia jean
Olin John, Jr.
Harriett Katherine
Frederick Paul

Sylvia Jean Hessel
Evan K. Shaw
Married April 28, 19386
Sandra
Melinda
Suzan
Evan Kenneth, Jr.

Sandra Shaw

Harold V. Allen

Married June 30, 1857
Marguerite Jean
Gerald Evan
Robert Alva
John Harold

Melinda Shaw
Kenneth E. Avery

Hessel-=7

1-11-1889
10-9-1895

5-16~15
9-24-17
3-16-20
12-28-25

5-16-15
3-22-09

12-30-37
1-23-40

2-3-43 (S)
6-13-48 {(S)

12-30-37
12-7-31

5-7-60
11-30-61
5-12-64 twin
5-12-64 twin

1-23-40
11-7-36

Marrded December 27, 1959

Kenneth Eugene, Jr.
Suzanne

Olin John Hessel, Jr.
Helen McNabb
Mamied March 25, 1950
Olin John IIiI
Robert Hoy

Harriett Katherine Hessel

Carl J. Ghommley

12-20-60
12-27-63

9-24-17
6-12-17

- 8-3-51
2-28-53

3-16-20
12-18-18

Married September 11, 1941

Carl Justus, Jr.,
Margueriie
John Miles
Thomas Bricker.

Marguerite Ghormley
Thomas John LePley
Married August 31, 1969

11-29-42
9-14-47
4.25-52

8-15-53

@



Frederick Paul Hessel 12-28-25
Mary Jo Gill 5-25-24
Married February 14, 1952
Frederick Paul, Jr. 106-15-53
Ann Patrice 3-14-55

William Rudolph Hessel 8~4-1881 4,10-11-61

Anita Schroeder 16-3-1896

Married June 28, 1921
Eleanor Louise

13-28-23 d. 2-14-25

Miriam Elaine 3-19-26
Martha Elizabeth 6-23-28
‘William Frederick 3-4-34
Miriam Elaine Hesszel 3-19-26
3-30-16

1.John Ramon Slivins
Married September 4, 1955, later div.
Christopher Robert 9-30-57
2.Bernard H. Stark 8-13-26 d. 1968
Married December 22, 1963
(Christopher's surname changed to Stark)

Martha Elizabeth Hessel 6-23-28
William L. Morrison 11-3-28
Married May 3, 1958
Tanya ' 7-12-60
Kim 8-13-62
Melanie 12-18-66
William FPrederick Hessel 3-4~-34
Eleanor Rea Mulley
Married January 15, 1967
David Bruce 12-27-68

% KATHRYN HESSEL  7-7-1857 d.3-15-04
William H. Stein  9-26-1851 d.8-2-38

Married April 29, 1880

"Edward Frederick 3-7-1882
Emma Barbara §-23-1884
- —-~~_ Mary 9-22-~1886 d.9-30-1886
- Inella Christine”” 2-11-1888 -
- William Conrad 3-6-1880
Arthur Iouis 4-.26-1832
Wesley J. 12-5-1883 d.4-28-1894
Milton August 8-22-1897

_Edward F. Stein -
" Marie F, Oltmanns

/ Married March 18, 1915
Margaret Katherine 3-16-16 d.8-3-23

3-7-1882 d4.12-16--28
. 10-22-1882

Hessel--8

Virginia Ruth 8-19-17 d.9-27-30

Wesley Edward 6-26-21

Barbara Jean 1-28-26
Wesley Edward Stein 6-26-21
1.Mildred Loreen Mathews 2-3-20

Married March 11, 1840, div, 1953

Carol Loreen 10-11-41
Greggory Edward 4-22-43 (8)
2 .Marietta Trimble 10-18-32
Married August 3, 1954
Alan Brent 7-6-55
Julie Lynn 5-30-57
Carol Loreen Stein 10-11-41
Clinton Smith
Married {date unknown)

Bill Clinton 10-24-67
Barbara Jean Stein 1-28-26
Edward William Rose 7-30-15
Married April 15, 1948

Janet Sue 3-2-51

Patricia Jean 5-23-53

Scott Edward 10~6-59

Keith William 12~18-62
Emma Barbara Stein 9-23-1884

Louis B. Bockhaus 10-23-1887 4.10-27-61

Married April 19, 1811

Ralph Lawrence 12-9-12

Francis L. B-11-17

Virgil W. 4-26-29
12-9-12

Ralph L. Bockhaus

Mary J. Behil
Married September 11, 1935

9-23-12 d /¢-3-7

Phyllis Ann 3-18-37
Shirley Jeanne §-9-42
Richard Lee 4-4-46 (8}
Larry Alan 3-8-54
3-18-37

Phyllis Ann Bockhaus

(continued) -

Robert Butts 10-1925 d.3-2-65
Married December 18, 1960
Barbara Ann - 3-22-B2
E. Robert 7-5-63
john L. 11-8-64
Shirley Jeanne Bockhaus 8-9-42
Donald Tomberlin 1-27-394°
{continued on next page) 331
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Wilma Tonn 10-27-26
.- —-Married {date unknown)
Clarence E, Lohmeyer 10-17-22
Barbara Rees 2-15-32
Married (date unknown)
William Conrad Stein 3-6-1890
Emilie (Millie) Oltmanns 2-10-1890
Married July 11, 1817
Mildred Cleo 3-12-20
Budrey Marie 5-23-22
332 Eloise Anita 1-7=-25

{(cont. from previous page)
MarHed Margh 31, 1961 '

Shelly Dawn 11-20-562
David Scott 6=-3-67
Michael James 2-28-68
Francis L. Bockhaus 8-11-17
Lucy P. Rash B-11-18

Married December 7, 1847

Virgil W, Bockhaus 4-26-29
Mavis P. Chart 2-6~37

Married c, July, 1955
April Dawn 7-14-56
2-23-bH8

Alan William

Luella Christine Stein 2-11-1888 d.10-23-7%

Will Lohmevyer 9-18-1884 d.10-12-52
Married March 8, 1811

Carl William 11-7-15
Marvin Edward 31417
Clarence Eugene 10-17-22
Carl William Lohmeyer 11-7-15
Nerine Einser
Married Maach, 1937
William James 8~-24-39
Marvin Arthur . - 11-12-44 (S)
Willlam James Lohmeyer 8-24-39
Patricia Thomas 12-35-3%
Marrled juhe; 1955 _
Terri Lynn 12-5-56
Michael David 12-31-57
Susan Denise 12-25-59
James Winston 1-10-65

Marvin Edward Lohmeyer 3-14-17 d.6-21-44

Hessel--9

Mildred Cleo Stein 3=12-20
Eugene Bonham 11-9-15
Married September 17, 1946
Anita Marie 6-27-49
David Ray 12-16-51
Marilyn Jean 1-31-57
Anita Marie Bonham 6-27-49
George Meyers §-5-48
Married August 30, 1969
Audrey Marie Stein 5-23-22
1.John W. Thacker 7-18-22

Married June 6, 1944, div. later
2 .Joseph Feisthammel
Married April 16, 1971

Eloise Anita Stein }1=7-=25
1.Donald F. Smith 8-11-22
Married June 15, 1947, div, later -

Victoria Lee 5-2-48
Daniel Kirk 9-19-49 (S)
Judith Kay 11-16-51
Rhonda Lynn 11-15-53
Donna joan 2-2-56
Kevin James 6-~23-57
Brian Douglas 12-5~58
Tamara Lorene’ 3-25-60

2 .Adam Ristad

Married in 1966

Victoria Lee Smith 5-2-48

John Peterson

Married August 19, 1971

Arthur Louis Stein 4-26-1892

1. Mabel Wright 4-26-1893 d.5-1960
Married August 22, 1917
Patricia Joanne
Constance lLuella

5-5-31 adopted
6-10-35 adopted!

2.lena Nornhausser 5-28-97
Married March, 1961

Patricia J. Stein’ 5-5-31
1.Joe B. Meyer 1-22-31

Married December 16, 1950, div. later
Pamela Sue 5-6-52
Cynthia Lynn 9-28-54
(surmmames to Bowling in 1962}

2 .Edwin C. Bowling [-13-32
{continued on next page)




(continued from previous page)
Married May 5, 1862

Edwin F. 9-16-62

Lori Ann {~20~65
Constance Luella Stein 6-10-35
William Dean Roller 4-4-30
Married June 20, 1954

Bradford Dean 8-2-56

Milton August Stein 8-22-1897 d.6-18-60
Gladys {surname unknown}
Married (date unknown)

EIIZABETH HESSEL 12-17-1860
(see Otto Weber in Weber family tree)

CONRAD HESSEL 8-21-1862 d.6-6-36
1.Drucilla B. Weber 7-23-1868 d.3-21-1896
Married December 30, 1886

Clarence W. 11-1-1887

Etta Barbara 12-.13-1889
Marvin Louis 7-14-1881

Emma C. 7-25-1894 d.6-1896
Bertram Conrad 3-11-1896 -41

2 .Elizabeth Weber Hartel 7-20- 1860d.1—11/
Married November 10, 1898

Clarence W. Hessel 11-1-1887 d.5-2-71

Elsie Wilkerson 12-11-1898
Married October 4, 1922
-Clarence, Jr. -~ 10-1-23
Mary Jane 7-11-26
Barbara Ann 2~10-28
Clarence (Dutch) Hessel,Jr. 10-1-23
Elma Corrine Shelton 3-4-2]
Married April 9, 1949
Laura Diane 9-6-51
Janet Lyn 11~-19-53
~ - Scott Weber - 11-30-61
Mary Jane Hessel 7-11-26
Lawrence Carpenter Ford 6-8-25
Married QOctober 20, 1947
. Dolores Jeanne 1-20-49 (8)
Phyllis Lynn 9-5-51
Dorothy June 32257
Nancy Ann 3-7-60
David Lawrence 11-11-61
Janice Lee . 7-12-67 ~

! Phyllis Lynn Hessel

Hesgsel--10

9-5-51
Arthur Robertson 1-26-489

Married December 28, 1871

Rarbara Ann Hessel 2
Edward Maxwell Vancil 8-27-28
Married October 27, 1951

Susan Marie 10-16-54
Beth Ann 9-4-57
Etta Barbara Hessel 12-13-1888%

Laurence Wm. C. Emig 3-31-1882 d.12-6-70
Married August 29, 1512

Katharine Mary §-28-15 (S)
Barbara Ruth 16-6-18
Donald Wesley 16-5-20
Laurence Wilson C. 4-10-25
Barbara Ruth Emig 10-6-18
James Bradford Rendle, Jr.  10-17-15
Married April 14, 1942
Cheryl lLee 5-16-45
. James Bradiord, I 3-24-53
Cheryl Lee Rendle 5-16-45
Russell Benson 4-7-44
Married June 26, 1971
Donald Wesley Emig 10-5-20
Elizabeth C. John 3-4-22
Married September 4, 1943
Leslie Anne 1-27-45 (S}
Jjohn Laurence 2.7-47 {8}
Peter Wilson - 3.-15-51

Laurence W. C. Emig 4-10-25 4.11-22-50
Irene Walton

Married December 20, 1848

Marvin Louis Hessel
Marguerite Mitchell
Married January 14, 1815

7-14-1891 d. 1962

3-11-1896 d.6-27-33
7-25-1897 d.6~15-67

Bertram -C. Hessel
Winifred Middleton
Marred July 31, 19198

Howard Conrad 4-23-23
Nancy Nell 6-4-26
333




Howard Conrad Hessel 4-23-23
Betty Eileen Valdez 7-5-28
Married February 14, 1950
David Conrad 3-29-.56
Nancy Ann 11-13-58
Susan Elizabeth 8-21-60
Michael William B-6-63
Nancy Nell Hessel 6-4-26
Paul Chambers 7-16-21

Married August 23, 1948

Paula 5-21-53 adopted
Julie 4.12-58
Anne 8-21-61

LOUIS HESSEL 5-31-1864 d.12-18-47
Laura Matilda Smith 9~1-1873 d4.12~31-52
Married June 16, 1898
Anna Gottliebe
Elmer Louis

8-30-1899 (S)
7-13-02 d.12-9-72

CHRISTINE HESSEL 10-6-1869
(see Philip F. Weber in Weber tree)

Thkkkkkkkthkktkkivkird

JACOB HESSEL 2-15-18B24 d.8-12-1881
Mary Bauman 9-30-1826 d.2-1807
Married October 16, 1855

William 9-15-1856 d.2-1825 (S}
Jacob, Jr. 4-27-1858 d.9-15-1883 {(5)
BEdward .. . 4-3-1860

~ Iouis J. 1-1-1862 -
Carolina 12-5-1863 d.,1924 (S}
Mary 2-14-1865
Henry 7-28-1867

EDWARD HESSEL 4-3-1860 d,3-15-31
Ida C. Stroeter 1-18-1864 d.7-14~55
Married January 29, 18%1
“Leortora Mae - 1-29-1892
Bernice Emily 7-1-1894 {S)
Grace Flizabeth 9-2-18396 (S)

Mabel Louise 1}~-26~1898
Floyd William 2-7-03
. Flora Amelia 8-4-06 (S)
Leonora Mae Hessel 1-29-1892

Herman Jacob Kloepfer 2-12-1898
-~ Married August 1, 1940
334 . .
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Mabel Louise Hessel 11-26-1888
Everett E, Smith 10-1-1893 d.11-15-63
Married November 3, 1923

Beth Elaine 7-1-26

Ivalee Anna 11-22-30

Sylvia Louise 6-14-35

Bernita Eileen 1-23-39
Beth Elaine Smith 7-1-28
Ruby D. Garrett, Jr. 1-5-16
Married November 1, 1952
Ivalee Anna Smith 11-22-30
Edward Yashinsky _ 6-20-31
Married January 9, 1954

‘Mark Edward 5-5-58
Sylvia Louise Smith 6-14-35
Broce Wallace Keller 1-16-35

Married June 22, 1957
Bradley Wallace 2-20-59
7 2

Randal Scott -~15-6
Bernita Eileen Smith 1-23-39
James Elmore Silvers 8-31-37
Married May 31, 1859

Donald James 5-26-62

Steven Scott 4..18-64
Floyd William Hessel 2-7-03
Eunice Lorene Tuschhoff 1-12-10
Married May 12, 1935
~ Carol Sue o 6-4-36

Mary Lue 8-9-37

Elizabeth Ann 2-11-40

John Edward 7-15-43

Floyd William, Jr. 4-10-50

Edward Lind 9-28-54
Carol Sue Hessesl 6-4-36
Emery Schattinger ! 4-30-40
Married June 12, 1865

Walter Wade 2-26-67

Shane Adair g-13-68

Clay Emery 11-28-69

Mary Lue Hessel 8-9-37
Don Allen Wallace 3-10-40

Marred October 7, 1961
Stephen Willlam
Scott Allen
Sheila Ann

6-18-64
5-12-65

7-2-63 d.7-8-63°

i
i



-

Married May, 1940

Elizabeth Ann Hessel 2-11-40
Donald Ray Ivy 11-1-40
Married June 9, 1962
Bryan Keith 2~24-63
Bradley William 6-15-67
John Edward Hessel 7~15-43
Kathleen Ellen Nutt 7-14~48

Married June 13, 1970

LOUIS J. HESSEL 1-1-1862 d,9-26-34
1.Emma M, Irminger 5-7-1865 d,3-4-04
Married August, 1887
(see pagellfor second marriage)

Ruth Drucilla 6-15-1890 d4,8~16-57(S)

William Joyce 8-1-189]

"~ Sylvia Marie 4.5-1893
Louis Henry 7-:17-1894
Emma Lydia 10-17-18495
Edwin Oscar 2-4-1897
David D, 9-22-1898

8-1-1891 d.1-23-60
9-11-1889 d. 2-15-19.

Wm, Joyce Hessel
1.Lydia Schoffler
Married July 1, 1914
Joyce L, -
. Borden 8-1i-17
2.Bessie Horn 7-30-01 d.6-1360
Married December 31 1934

9-16-15

Joyce L, Hessel 9-16-15
Sally Winter - 4-3-17
Married March 27, 1940
Carolin 12-8-4]
Barbara 11-2-46.
Carolin Hessel 12-B-4]

David Easterly Moore
Married September 5, 1964

Sara Ann 4-11-68
"7 -Brettany - 8-4-71
Barbara Hessel 11-2-4¢

Barry Blackman
Married August 30, 1969
Borden Hessel 8-11-17 d.7-14-58
Ethel Laird

5-194]
1943

Lydia Patricice
Bordenia .

Hessel-«}12

{continued)
Borden 1845
Judy 8-1946

{further data unavailable)

4-5-1883 d.12-6-56
1886 d.1369

Sylvia M. Hessel
Minor C, Gerard
Married (date unknown)

Louis Henry H.essel 7-17-1894
Anna E. Nabor 7-21-1800-
Married November 15, 1917

Evelyn Marie 1-19-19
Darold Hardy 11-15-20
Ruby Mae 9-25-22
lenore Louise 3~-15-30
Albert Henry 11-28-32
Evelyn Marie Hessel 1-19-18
William Harry Simpson 7-14-21
Married August 10, 1947
William Harry 5-12-48 (S)
Daniel ?-7‘51

Lan-y 10—55

Darcld Hardy Hessel 1-15-20 4.5-11-70

Mary E. O 3-1-22

Married May 13, 1839 .
Michael Edward 2-27-40
Judith Ann 2-8-42
Shirley Dell 10-18-43
Kerry Susan 7-18-50
Kelly Darold 11-29-51

Michael Edward Hessel 2-27-40

1. Frances Bernadette Swain 10-5-42
Married April, 1961, div. 1-1870

Dawn Marie 4-~19-62
David Marshall 6-30-863
Darold Michael 12-29-64
2.Judith Mosselman 10-21-46

Married November 27, 1971

Judith Ann Hessel 2.8+42
Gary Johnson Crowell E7-4]
Married December 23, 1961

Christopher Hessel 8-4-64

Amy Elizabeth 4.29-68
Shirley Dell Hessel - 10-18-43
1.Albert William Silvers 2-20-42

{continued o'n next page) .




{continued from preceding page)
Married June 13, 1961, div. 1966

Randall William 6-3~62

Barbara Lee 11=27-83

Stephen Patrick 12-11-65
2.Robert Waller 9-25-25

Married July 26, 1967, Div. 11-1871 .

Robert Derek 9-20~67
Mary Elizabeth 5-22-70
3.Robert Trujillo 4-20-43
Married February 18, 1972
Kerry Susan Hessel 7~18-50
Vince Elliot Harris 5-5-49
Married August 30, 1969 :
Kelly Darold Hessel 11-29-51
Cheryl Lynn Thomas 7-5-53
Married June 13, 1970
Ruby Mae Hessel 9-25-22
Melvin Barstow 1-27-19
~Married April 20, 1544
Barbara Ann 7-21-48
james unglas 6=-2-50
Lenore Louise Hessel 3-15-30
john Dewey Hall . _ §-8-28
Marred April 2, 1950
Sandy Kaye 5-11-51
Gregory James 7-14-57
Sandy Kaye Hall 5-11-51
Jerry Crawford 5-12.590

Married September 21, 1971

11-28-32
12-25-30

Albert Henry Hessel
Esther Luckis ,
Married November 21, 1952

. Mary Sue 3-31-54
" Cardice Kaye 7 4-5-56
Peggy Kathleen 4-4-58
Emma Lydia Hessel 10-17-1895
Lowell W, Howard 4-2-1900

Married May 26, 1926

Gloria 11-1927 stillbom
Roberta Lou 10-27-29
lowell W., JIr. 10-10-34

336 - ) -

Married July 2, 1950 '
(continued on next page)
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Roberta Lou Howard i0-27-29
jard A. DeVille
Married June, 1951
Jard Howard 5w.15-52
Dorothy Louise 11-5-54
Joniathan 12-23-59
Lowell W, Howard, Jr. 10-10-34
Mary Bertholf
Married c, 1962, div. 1966
Lorri Leann 11-9-63
Michael David 8-4-66
Edwin Oscar Hessel 2-4-1897
Mildred Alice Haussmann 9-30-10
Married June 21, 1934
Marlys Annette 6-9-38
Beth Audrey 6-22-42 (8}
Marlys Annette Hessel 6-9-38
Kenneth Lee Leiter 10-4-28
Married December 26, 1858
Stephen Christopher 12-24-59
Andrew Richard 10-8-63
David D. Hessel 5-.22-1898
Cora Swanson 11-17-01
Married March 21, 1921
Dorothy Fern B 3-16-22
Helen Elnor 1-30-24 d.8-14-37,
Wesley Dee 6-1-28
Richard Lee 5-6-30 d.5-7-44
David Clyde 1-31-33
Mary Jane 8-15-36
John Lynn 10-.21-38
Dorothy Fern Hessel . 3-16~22
John L. Adams 10-9-21
Married December 4, 1943
John Michael 5-11-49
David Patrick 11-5-52
John Michael Adams 5-11-49
Linda Johnson :
Married April 3, 1971
Wesley Dee Hessel 6-1-28
Ruby Dierksen 1-3-31

!



flessgl-—i1

wf;: “hur Ray

.
Ly

9-6-42

(continued on next pags)

(continued from preceding page) ' Alice Corrine Hessel 3-12-32
Helen Marie 6-26~52 Martin Mathews, Jr. 10-14-26
Raymond 1-22-54 Married April 27, 1850
Sharon 1-15-56 Andrew Gene 10~8-48 adopted
Gary 10-29-58 Marilyn Gaye 11-13-52
Marvin 10-14-63
Rosemary Hessel 5-2-33
David Clyde Hessel 1-31-33 Frederick Steven Flynn - 4-2-24
Cletha Jo York 11-11-33 Married December 11, 1852
Married June 3, 1954 Steven Michael 1-26-56
Robin Ann 7-2-56 James Joseph 5-25-62
Susan Elane 11-5-58
Pauline Dolores Hessel 1-19-37
58 . Mary Jane Hessel 8-15-36 David Nathaniel Haynes 3-16-29
Robert Leland Stanford  1}-19-36 Married November 1, 1952
3 Married May 26, 1958 David Robert 9-26-53
- . : Gregory Dean 7-16-59 Richard Gene 7-1-58
Stephen Hale 6-10-61
‘3 Gena Gayle 12-18-64 Arthur Ray Hessel - 4-6-42
: Vera 4-20-35
“ John Lynn Hessel 10-21-38 Married November 28, 1968
Delone Johnston 12-22-40
Married February 7, 1961 Ella Meta Hessel 7-20-09
Jjohn Phillip 8-14-68 Edward A. Meench 4-14-1897
Ashley Ann 10-20-70 Married March 28, 1928 '
‘ ‘ Florence Kathryn 10-3-30
‘ LOUIS J. HESSEL (first marriage p, 12 } Melvin Edward 8~23-36
2 Flora M. Ramseier 7-14-1885 d.8-15-62
Married September 28, 1905 Florence K. Meench 10-3-30
Otto Paul 8-25-06 Elvin R. Goodrich 11-28-16
Herman Arthur 10-29-07 d.4-28-10 Married January 16, 1959
Ella- Meta 7=20-09 Mark 12-19-60
Esther Minnie 5-28-l1 David 4-24-62
Florence Bertha 10-29-12 Denise 7-31-65
Alvin Edward 9-9-14  8.4-13-35 '
Harold Fredrick 8-5-16 Melvin Edward Meench 8-~23-36
Lillian Evelyn 3-8-18  d.5-10-61 (8) Belva Jo Bowen 8-1-45
Pearl Clara 4-23-19 Married April 10, 1964
Edna Elizabeth 5-7+%l Kay Calverene 2-3-65
__ Henry Walter  3-30-23 Michael Kent 4-13-67
“Clarence Conrad11-7-27 .
Esther Minnie Hessel 5-28-11
Otto Paul Hessel 8-25-06 4.7-10-72 Emest F. Frolich 12-28-08%
Cleo Morton 10-21-08 Married August 14, 1937
Married April 28, 1928 Paul]. 11-11-41
_ Lawrence Paul 1-8-29 d.in infancy Carolyn Ann 3-30-43
Gene James 12-11-29 d.10-5-72(S) Norma Jean 8-13-47
‘ Alice Corrine  3-12-32 L
i Rosemary 5-2-33 PaulJ. Frolich 11-11-41
suline Dolores 1-19-37 . Willa Mae Spiva 4-11-44 337



(continued from preceding page)
Married December 21, 1962 -

Eden Charmayne
Melodie lorece
Eric Paul

Carolyn Ann Frolich
Ronald Oliver Collins

7-24-64
9-16-66

10-17-68

3-30-43

2-6-40

Married December 11, 1964

Ryan Dwane
Celina Marie
Alicia Gayle

Norma Jean Frolich

Samuel 7. Chestnut

Married May 6, 1966
Darla Sue
Angela Renee

Florence Bertha Hessel
Clarence Carl Frolich
Married October 1, 1935
Bernice Jean
Lucille Irene
Clyde Raymond
Donna Nadine

Bernice Jean Frolich_
Gene Harris

g-12-63
11-15-66
8--23-~70

8-13-47
5-1-48

3-26-67
8-27-68

10~28-12
6-9-11

7-14-37
6-~9-41

4-15-43
12-2-47

7-14-37
3-12-38

Married November 23, 1961

Maton Gene
~Pamela Lynn

Lucille Irene Frolich
Leroy Walcher
Married October 1, 1959
Lisa Garol
Lori Ann

_Clyde Raymond Prolxch
Roma Kay .
Married August 17, 1963
David Clyde
Roma Renea

Donna Nadine Frolich

Gary Paul Ellis

‘Married May 13, 1968
Gary Bran
Stacey Lynn
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12-27-62

5-27-64

6-9-41

9-24-4]

12-31-60
8-17-64

4-15-43
10-11-43

2-8-67
9-24-68

12-2-47
11-2-47

8-16-69

1-29-72

Harold Fredrick Hessel
Patricia Delozier
Married, 1955
Harold Fredrick I
Stephen Patrick

Pearl Clara Hessel
Walter G. Seebeck
Married April 23, 1839

Louise Favye

Doris Lee

Janele Elaine

Louise Faye Seebeck
Jerry L. Beasley
Married June 26, 1964
Carole Renna
Jana Michele

Doris Lee Seebeck
Robert J. Stahl

Married September 20, 1963

Karen Denise
Duane Lowen

Edna Elizabeth Hessel
Ira Weldon Wade
Married October 3, 1943
Dennis Eugene
Ira Weldon, Jr.
Janice Marie
Allen LeRoy

Ira Weldon Wade, Jr,

Karen Haggard

Married October 11, 1969
Ira Weldon III

Janice Marie Wade
Danny Meek
Married June 6, 1970

Henry Walter Hessel

Lavora Belvin '

Married January 24, 1947
Paula Jo

Clarence Conrad Hessel

Doria Alene Jones
Married August 1, 1948
Linda Kathleen
Charley Allen

HeSSeI——15§ ‘

8-15-16
4-22-32

11-28-57
7-23-58

4-23-18
11-28-08

12-23-41
1-4-44
11-3-53

12-23-41
2-26-42

10-12-66
5-23-69

1-13-47 (8)
9-6-48
5-10-51
10-25-55

9-6~48
10-19-50

2-~25-71
5-10-51
3-19~51
3-30-23
9-17-25 .
2-10-53

1-7-27
1-22~27




: Hessel--16
Linda Kathleen Hessel 4.30-50 " | Marred November 11, 1943

Wesley Lynn Tiliman ' Victor Eugene 12-28-44
Married January, 1970 Claude Henry 11-22-46
Tricia Neely 3.18-70
Victor Eugene Hessel 12-28-44
MARY HESSEL 2-14-1865 d,9-22-21 Linda Kay Shutt 9.14-44
Henry G, Hincken 12-6-1862 d,10-25-27 Married July 30, 1963
Married October 26, 1892 Victor Eugene, Jr. 3~28-64
: Charles Michae! 8-12-67
HENRY HESSEL  7-29-1867 d.4-8-58
Mary Albright 12-26-1868 d.6-7-51 Claude Henry Hessel 11-22-46
Married November 11, 1896 Mary Ann Valente 2.]2-48
Victor Elias 10-4-1897 Married September 9, 1967
Selma Cleda 9-.2-07 Tracey Michelle 11-7-69
Victor Elias Hessel 10-4-1897 d.10-9-70 | Selma Cleda Hessel 9-2-07
Marianiu Chandler 4-18-12 Robert Lee Abnot 1-15-07
(continued) Married March 21, 1943

Mary Hessel, sixth child of the Jacob Hessels, was 27 in 1892 when she married
Henry Hincken, a farmer near Arley. They had no children. Mary died in 1921 and
Henry in 1927, Henry Hessel, seventh child of the Jacob Hessels, was a farmer near
Holt, Missouri. He married Mary Albright in 1896 and one of their two children, Victor,
was a prominent physican and surgeon in Los Angeles. Selma and her husband, Robert
Abnot, live in San Gabriel, California.

All of the children of Conrad and Jacob Hessel and their spouses have died. Of
the 40 grandchildren of Conrad and Gottliebin Hessel, 13 are still hving and so are 24
of the 27 grandchildren of Jacob and Mary Hessel.

Longevity. Twelve members of the Hessel family lived to be 80 or more years old,
and rine others over 80 are still living. Those who have died: Mrs, Edward Hessel,
S1; Henry Hessel, 90; Mrs. Fred Hessel, 89; Laurence W.C. Emig, 88; William H.
Stein, 87; Louis Hessel, 86; Luella Stein Lohmeyer, 84; Barbara Hessel and Clarence
W. Hessel,83; Mary Albright Hessel, 82; Albert L. Hessel and Elizabeth Weber Hessel,
80. The nine family members over 80 still living are Mrs. Edward F. Stein, 90; Emma
Stein Bockhaus, 88; Etta Hessel Emig and Olin J. Hessel, 83; William C. and Emilie
Stein, 82; and Mrs, Milton Hessel, Leonora Hessel Kioepfer, and Arthus L. Stein, 80.

Six Hessel couples lived to celebrate 50 or more wedding anniversaries: Etta and
..~ Laurence W.C. Emig, 58; Albert and Luella Hessel, 54; Henry and Mary Hessel, 53;
Louis and Laura Matilda Hes sel, 52; and Fred and Katharine Hessel, and Emma and
Louis Bockhaus, 50. Among the couples still living, Olin J. and Marguerite Hessel
have celebrated their 58th anniversary and William C. and Emelie Stein their 55th,

khkkkkkEkktdkE

Additional copies of this report may be obtained from Orin F. Nolting,
6601 Blue Jacket Avenue, Shawnee, Kansas‘ 66203,

Copyright 1973 by Orin F. Nolting
All rights reserved. No part of this family history may be reproduced 339
in any form without the specific permission of the copyright owner,
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;" And listen for the dinner horn.

Ovr Heriiege

Hegsal17

The two poems below express the philosophy of our ancestors, and perhaps ghould
have been included in the general history covering &ll six families, or in the Weber
family history, The poem entitled ®Life® was written by my grandmother, Mrs. Fred

Hessel, probably in the esarly 1920e.

Her brothsr, bouls ¥eber,

is author of "liemorie_sg‘

of Home" written two years before he died.--0,F.N.

My Home, Sweet Home, near Liberty, _
Wilt always be most dear io me, ,
Near eighty years have passed away

Since first I saw the light of day;

Oft in my dreams has come the joy . -

Of being just a farmer’s boy. -

1 hear ag=in the whippoorwill,

He sweetly sings just o’er the hill;
The katydid, with voice so clear,
Proclaims aloud that summer’s near.
‘Qut on an ozak there sits an owl;

. ....dust now I hear his mighty howl.

The ericKet cricks, the Skeeter sticks,
This makes me feel like throwing bricks. .
Just overhead the flying bais

Are cafehing unsuspecting gnats.

I take my trusty, faithful gun

And shoot some rabbits on the run;

I stand again with line and hook

Down by the murmuring, crystal brook;

With one well planned and dexterous swish -
. I jerk my line and eatch my fish. .

. I hoe the beans and plough the corn

340 - e

Missing dete, edditions, and

C e L

ERERRE
corrections in the Hezsel "iree® may be reported to !

Our life is like a shadow, Could we have 2 bright and smiling face
Which soon will pass away} And a kind word for everyone, 5
Or we may say a journey, Not mention the feuwlts of others,
¥e came not here to stay. But think what have I done.
Some lives azre very, very short. Ty make this world grow better
And some we think guite long; To drive awey the gloom,
So many are full S0I'TOW, And lend a kind and helping hand
But few are filled with song. At morning, night, and noon,
We were put here for a purpose If we see a sister or brothsr
There is work for everyoms. In need or in despair,
But if we stand back idly Let us gquickly go and help them
Our work will be left undone. And if need be give clothes to wear.
Before we leave cur room edch morning Let's tall them how Jesus lovés them
Let us not forget to pray. And wants them to be good,
And ask the Lord to bless us . These very words may touch their heart
- And lead us through the day.- - And cause them to turn to the Lord.
That we may be & blessing Now, if we would be happy,
As on through life we go. let this our molto be—
Enowing that we shall also reap Forget ourselves and live for others
Whatsoever seed we sow, And God's glory we shall ses,
P ---Mrs, Fred Hessel
"MEMORIES OF HOME. T
. Again "tis eighteen sixty-three,

" 1 enter good old W. J. C.

It stands supreme on college hill,
The pride of Liberty tis still.

I teach again the Nebo school

And give my pupils just one rule— -

"Tis this: *“Be good and do what’s right,
And learn your tasks with all your might.”
I knee! beside that old arm chair !

- And lisp with joy my evening prayer;

+And when at last I cross the bar, .

! From The Liberty Tribune, May, 19%

a f

There comes to me, and O, what bliss, |
The joy of my dear mother’s kiss; - i
Her eyes grew dim—one summer day .

She said “Goodbye” and passed away.
Beneath the sod she sweetly sleeps,
Where evening star itz vigil keeps. |

[ .

I hope that from some heighis afar,
Perhaps from heaven’s celestial dome,
Ifll view agrin my Home, Sweet Home. ]

. .—Louis Wd

¥rs. Edward T. Brant, 627 Mississippl, Liberty, Missouri 64068, or to Mise Florz Hessz/

L MEAL Orand Averue. Finrsa Mdtw. Miamsuwd Al
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INDEX

A

ASTATIC PROPERTY,291,292,296,297

BACKHAUS,
CATHRINA,3,12
bORA,3,10,18
HENRY & DORTHEA,1,3,9,24
HENRY {(Jr),3,11,19,31,33
MARY,3,14,73
BANK,1st. Natl. La JARA,174,175,183
BAUM,4,78
GRAVES,91-94
BEAM, J.W.153,172,202,203
BEAR TREE, Cat Creek,b283
BOCKHAUS :
ALBERT,74,77,84,85
ART 4,76
BEN,74,79
BILL,74,77,1637167
FRANCES,74,77(see alsoc Penner)
GRAVES,B86-89
L.OovISs B.,77,80,95,96,97First House,129,Land N. of M.V.
128,131,132,134
LOUIS B checking timber NM,2356,266,268
LOUIS B fifty yr. aniv. 268
LOUIS B final years,268,269,270,271
WALTER,76,77,83
WILLIAM H 3,17,18,19,73
BOCKHOUS
ERVIN,1,25,26,27
FRED & FRIEDA,1,15,16,24
FREDDIE,1, 25,26
MILTON,1,25,26
NETTIE,1,6,26,28,79
BOSHART, LESTER,3,8,
BRUSH CAR,152

(e}

CHURCH
METHODIST, DORCHESTER,2,5,30
CORNWALL MTN.225,249,250,255,256,257,258,259,260,261,263,
266,290
CHRISTMAS TREES 189,266,267
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INDEX - continued

DULITZ
ADOLPH,1,3,12,29
CATHRINA, 1,29
DEHNING,5,22
DARIEY
WARD, 126 _
WILLIAM M,195,204,205,249

E
EISENHOWER(President),299
F
FALK
EMILIE, 3,32
ERNST, 34
MINNIE, 130

WILLIAM, 34,35
FORD TRUCK(model T),190,193
. FLUME(above Del Norte),276,278

G

GALL, WALLY,277
GERMANY
BARUM,3,7
DIRSBUTTEL,S5,7
GRANT CAR,193,194
GREGORY, J.B. 276,277,278,279

HALSTEAD, KS,4,73,81
HESSEL, information,301-328
FAMILY TREE,329-340
HORSES
FRANK, 208
MAGGIE & MARK,247,250,262,263
OLD DAN,203,208

TOWA
DORCHESTER,1,5,20,21,22
DORCHESTER,CEMETARY, 23
LeMARS,?
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INDEXY -~ continued

J.:
JASPER
CABIN, 283
MINE, 188

PROPERTY, 288,289
JOHNSON, CHARLEY,207,214,220

X

KUMPH, EDNA,2

LADDIE, 204,205,206, 208
LILLY POND(BAM), 159,160,161
LOHMEYER

CARL,98,

CLARENCE, 98

MARVIN, 98

WILLIAM, 98,181,182
LUJAN, ELLIS, 153,158,188

MAXWELL CAR,169,176,187
MEXICO TRIP,Z219
MINING CLAIMS,225
MONTE VISTA
HOME PLACE,196,107,225
LUMBER YARD,226,228,241
REALITY, 125,133
SUGAR FACTORY,126,127,135,136,137

N
NAZARINE CHURCH(PAUL COBB),287
P

PARKSTON,SD,51
PASS ME BY MINE PROPERTY ;293,294,298
PENNER
FRANCES, 5, 80,91
FRANCES(ARTICLE),52-72
PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY,Z285
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INDEX - continued

SAWMILLS

ARBOLES, 248

DEL NORTE, 215

" JASPER,(Francis) 230

JASPER, (1951-1952) 250,252,253,254

PAGOSA SPRINGS, 226,227,230,238,240,242,244,247

PASS ME BY MINE ARFA,247,249,252,256,262,265

TERRACE RES".,188-192,195,197,198,202,208,209,210,211

STUNNER,215,218,220+224,230,237,238,242,243,246,287

WORL RANCH,207,212,213
SCHOOL DIST. #18,169,177,186
SMITH, ELWQO0D,277,280
SOUTH DAKOTA HOMESTEAD, 4,36+50
STEIN

ART, 99

BILL,98

EMMA ,98,102

FAMILY, 103,104

GENEQOLOGY,111-124

GRAVES,106-110

KATHRYN,98,SEE ALS0 HESSEL

LUELLA, 88

MILTON, 100

WILLIAM H.,98,101,105
SUMMITVILLE MINES,201,202,237,281

T

TERRACE DISTRICT,138,139,140,141 -
HOMESTEAD,142-149,150,156,184,185
IRRIGATION DISTRICT,153,172,173,187

THREASHING MACHINE(PATENT),169,178

W
WEBER, EARL,1,2,26,28

WAR YEARS,227,230,231,232,233,234
PRISON CAMP,236
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